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4:03 pm November 6, 2012, by Chris Vivlamore

Vivlamore reporting from Hawks practice.

The big question is the condition of Josh Smith and his sprained right ankle. Smith was a “limited” participant in 

practice Tuesday. Coach Larry Drew said the forward is still listed as day-to-day and a decision on his status 

for Wednesday’s game against the Pacers has not been determined.

I can tell you that following practice, Smith and Mike Scott spent between 10 and 15 minutes working together 

on their post-up and outside moves. They appeared to be going close to, if not at, full speed. I’m sure a lot will 

depend on how Smith’s ankle responds to Tuesday’s workout.

I will let you hear it from Smith himself. Here is a portion of the post-practice interview I did with him:

Q. How is the ankle?

A. “It feels good. We are still taking it day by day. We are not announcing anything right now but it feels good.

Q. When did you do it because you played the whole fourth quarter (against the Rockets)?

A. I did it early in the fourth when I contested a (James) Harden layup attempt and I came down on his foot. It 

was kind of a bang-bang play, it happened real quick, so I just tried to tighten my shoelaces up and grind 

though it but it was still painful to play. I just tried to continue to play because I thought we had an opportunity 

to win.

Q. When you took you shoe off it swelled?

A. Most definitely. You go to sleep and the next day it’s stiff and there is a different feeling.

Q. Did you watch the Thunder game?

A. Most definitely. I’m the biggest cheerleader when I’m not playing. I’m the number one fan.

Q. What were your thoughts about how they did without you?

A. They played outstanding. They moved the ball extremely well. We ran our offense hard. We helped each 

other out on the defensive end. We communicated. It was a beautiful thing to watch. I was kind of hoarse at 

the end because I was in my theatre room hollering and cheering those guys on. A couple guys got some texts 

from me about their performance. I was real excited.

Q. What did you see specifically that was the difference between the Rockets game and the Thunder game?

A. I think the head of the snake performed. He came out – I’m talking about Jeff Teague – he didn’t play a 

lackadaisical. He came in and played aggressive on the offensive end. I think it motivated everybody else 
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coming off that bench. You could see it. Whenever he plays aggressive, like he knows how to play, and uses 

his speed we are a tough team to beat.

In other practice news:

* Guard Lou Williams participated in part of practice but left with a migraine. It is not expected to prevent him 

from playing Wednesday.

* Center Johan Petro, who missed both games and several recent practices with a sore back returned. Drew 

said there is a chance he could play against the Pacers and their center Roy Hibbert.

* Creighton University alums Kyle Korver and Anthony Tolliver both started in the win over the Thunder 

Sunday. According to the school’s athletic department, it was the first time two former Blue Jays started in the 

same NBA game as teammates or opponents (research dating back to the 1981-82 season).

* I don’t believe I reported this but the Hawks’ NBA Development League affiliate will be the Bakersfield Jam 

for the 2012-13 season. The team will also be affiliated with the Clippers, Suns and Raptors.

- Chris Vivlamore

LATEST NEWS

* Williams is Hawks go-to guy in fourth quarter

* Hawks 104, Thunder 95

* Tolliver to start for Smith vs. OKC

* Smith not on trip to OKC with sprained ankle 

* Rockets 109, Hawks 102

* Smith on verge of statistical milestone

* Smith, Horford are interim captains

* Reasons for optimism

* Five things we learned from the preseason
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