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Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all 
that remain of 'Core Four'

Published Saturday, Oct 20, 2012 at 1:29 pm EDT Last updated 3 hours and 56 minutes ago 
Scott Smith Sporting News 
2 Comments 
Join the conversation 

Text size A A A 

A look at the Atlanta Hawks heading into the 2012-13 NBA season: 

The big story 

Atlanta Hawks point guard Jeff Teague will play in the backcourt with Devin Harris. (AP Photo)

New general manager Danny Ferry wasted no time revamping the Hawks’ roster after taking over the 
front office in late June. He traded away two of Atlanta’s Core Four—Joe Johnson and Marvin 
Williams—because “the status quo wasn’t going to be good enough to reach our goals.” 

The move created a lot of cap space, which the team likely will try to take advantage of after the 
season, when power forward Josh Smith is expected to leave in free agency. But it also created an 
immediate talent deficit that won’t be made up by the players the deals produced—Devin Harris, 
Jordan Farmar, Anthony Morrow, Johan Petro and DeShawn Stevenson. 
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Ferry also sent guard Willie Green to the Clippers in favor of signing free agent Lou Williams (6-1), 
who’ll help form a dynamic but small trio of guards with Harris (6-3) and Jeff Teague (6-2). Along 
with Smith, All-Star center Al Horford remains from the Core Four, and they will be asked to take on 
more responsibilities inside as the Hawks go smaller. Horford (6-10), Smith (6-9) and Kyle Korver (6
-7) will give Atlanta one of the shorter front lines in the league, and the Hawks finished 23rd in the 
NBA in rebounding last season with Marvin Williams and Johnson. 

With his makeover, Ferry sought to increase and improve the team’s shooting options and produce 
better spacing in a more free-flowing offense. The hope is that the Teague-Harris-Lou Williams trio 
can beat other teams down the floor and be more disruptive defensively, thus opening up easier 
baskets and better looks on the perimeter for the likes of Morrow, Korver and first-round draft pick 
John Jenkins of Vanderbilt. The big question is whether Teague and Harris can play together; both are 
aggressive point guards who need the ball and are always looking to drive. 

Keep an eye on … 

Lou Williams is a seven-year league veteran, but because he entered the draft straight out of high 
school, he’s only 25. So there’s a lot left in his tank. Since 2007-08, he has averaged at least 23 
minutes per game each season, but he has never played 30 per game. Despite starting only 38 of 455 
games in his career, he has averaged more than 14 points over the last three seasons, and he has also 
proved to be an effective defender and ballhandler who seldom turns the ball over. He led the Sixers 
in scoring last season (14.9 points per game) without a start, and, as a result, finished second in voting 
for the league’s sixth man award. Williams is outstanding as a screen-and-roll guard, finishing 17th in 
the NBA last year in scoring in such situations (.98 points per possession), according to Synergy 
Sports Technology. Despite his 175-pound frame, he’s a fearless driver with a nasty pump fake, and 
he is adroit at creating contact and getting to the free-throw line, where he has shot 80.5 percent over 
the last five seasons. Shooting 3-pointers used to be his weakness, but that no longer appears to be the 
case after Williams registered a career-high 36.2 percent (83-of-229) mark from beyond the arc last 
season. 

Strategy session 

When Larry Drew replaced Mike Woodson as Atlanta’s coach before the 2010-11 season, he vowed 
to move away from his predecessor’s halfcourt offense, which focused on isolation plays, in favor of a 
more uptempo approach that could better take advantage of the Hawks’ athleticism. He guided the 
Hawks to a 40-26 season last year, and they made the playoffs as the Eastern Conference’s No. 5 
seed. But, perhaps in anticipation of Ferry’s preference for a more drive-and-pitch style, Drew made a 
trip to Israel in September to study highly regarded Maccabi Tel Aviv coach David Blatt, who 
directed an overachieving Russian team to the bronze medal at the London Olympics. 

Outside view (from an Eastern Conference scout): “They’re going to drop off after losing some of 
the guys they lost, it is just a matter of how far and whether teams behind them can make the jump up, 
like 

Washington and the Knicks and Bucks. The contracts they got rid of were huge, obviously, but Joe 
Johnson’s talent tends to get lost in all the contract talk. He is a big loss for them. But if you look at it, 
they ran just about as much as anyone in the Eastern Conference last season, and they were good at it. 
Lou Williams and Devin Harris, those are guys who want to run. So we will see if Larry Drew tries to 
push it even more and get them out of the break. That will be the real key to what this team can do, in 
the regular season at least.” 
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Inside view (from coach Larry Drew): “There were a lot of changes over the summer. A lot of new 
guys are coming in—Lou Williams, Kyle Korver, Devin Harris, to name a few. We are bringing in 
some guys who can really, really get up and down the floor. We’ll be a team that is going to get out in 
the open floor a lot more. And we’ve got guys who can make shots. I am excited about what we’ve 
done.” 

Our view: After losing in six games to Boston in the first round of last season’s playoffs, the 
franchise has hit the reset button under Ferry, shedding Johnson’s big contract and anticipating 
Smith’s possible departure after this season. The Hawks still have a hint of their uberathlete 
reputation, but that’s fading; under Ferry, they’ll take a more European approach: spacing the floor, 
driving and finding open shooters who can make opponents pay. Regardless, this group is not good 
enough to end the season 14 games over .500 like last season’s team did. The Hawks ranked sixth in 
the league in points allowed per game in 2011-12 (93.2), but the loss of athleticism will certainly hurt 
them there. Still, Atlanta has Horford, Smith and a coach who’s good at rolling with the punches—so 
a record around .500 and the East’s final playoff spot are reasonable goals. 

Projected rotation 

Teague and Harris are both natural point guards, but they’re expected to start together in the 
backcourt, with Williams (who can play both guard spots) and Morrow rotating in as the first two 
players off the bench. The front line should be able to score in bunches, but it’s small, so defense and 
rebounding will be a challenge. And other than veteran Zaza Pachulia, there’s not much quality depth 
inside. 

Starters 

PG: Jeff Teague 

SG: Devin Harris 

SF: Kyle Korver 

PF: Josh Smith 

C: Al Horford 

Reserves 

Lou Williams, G 

Anthony Morrow, G 

Zaza Pachulia, C 

DeShawn Stevenson, G 

« OLDER 
Jamal Crawford adds practice regimen to his offseason 
NEWER » 
Chris Paul trying to break hesitation after recovering from hand injury 

Page 8 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Sportin...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Share Your Comment 

 
Recommended 

NBA Headlines

 

Page 9 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Sportin...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Ray Allen, Rajon Rondo were almost traded to Phoenix Suns in 2009 

 

O.J. Mayo must improve defense, Rick Carlisle says 

 

Chris Paul trying to break hesitation after recovering from hand injury 

 

Jamal Crawford adds practice regimen to his offseason 

 

Orlando Magic preview: No Dwight Howard means a steep fall in Orlando 

Sports Illustrated •
Popular •
Friends •
Huffpost •

One Pacer among top 20 players to watch 

Wade, Felton among five X-factors in East •
Amar'e to miss Knicks' opener with ruptured cyst •
Allen defends his decision to leave Celts for Heat •
'No setbacks' for Bogut, but still no return in sight •
Report: Curry out rest of preseason •
Howard reportedly to make Lakers debut Sunday •
Nowitzki has surgery, out six weeks •
LeBron 'not going to worry' about Lakers rumors •
Chris Mannix: 2012-13 NBA Preview: Central Division •

Page 10 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



 For Israeli journalist Gilad Shalit, a long, tough road to the NBA Finals 

Dan Roundfield, former Atlanta Hawks star, drowns in Aruba while saving wife •
Derrick Rose cries at unveiling of new adidas shoes •
Miami Heat, LeBron James claim NBA championship; James named MVP •
Remembering Jack Twyman, the greatest teammate in the history of the NBA •
Kobe Bryant calls Smush Parker 'the worst,' demoralizes 2005-06 Lakers roster •
Dwight Howard trade watch: LA Lakers, Orlando Magic reportedly complete four-team trade •
SI writer calls out Michael Jordan for refusing to help high school coach Pop Herring •
Bobcats owner Michael Jordan reportedly steps away from basketball decision-making •
New York Knicks reportedly decide against matching Rockets’ offer for Jeremy Lin •
Ray Allen signing with Miami Heat, leaving Boston Celtics •

FORGETTING SOMETHING? 

Obama Losing Post-Debate Lead Over Romney: Poll •
Mass Shooting In Wisconsin Leaves 4 Dead, Including Gunman •
Bloomberg Invokes 'Socialism' In Criticism Of Warren •
News Of Iran Talks Has Observers Mystified Ahead Of Debate •
George McGovern Dies •
WATCH: Ex-Goldman Sachs VP Tells '60 Minutes' Why He Quit •
LAST CHANCE: Romney, Obama Cram For Final Debate •
Marco Rubio: Equal Pay Law 'Nothing But An Effort To Help Trial Lawyers' •
Al Qaeda In Afghanistan Attempting A Comeback •

Page 11 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



More 

NBA Headlines

 

Page 12 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Washington Wizards preview: Hope must turn into new heights 

 

Amare Stoudemire out 2-3 weeks with left knee trouble 

Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' •
Ray Allen, Rajon Rondo were almost traded to Phoenix Suns in 2009 •
Derrick Rose ahead of Ricky Rubio in ACL recovery •

Stephen Curry injury update: Warriors guard to miss final two exhibitions •
LeBron James brushes off reports detailing Lakers' push to sign him in 2014 •
Chris Paul trying to break hesitation after recovering from hand injury •

Sporting News 

 

More From Huffington Post Media Group

National News•
World News•
Science News•
Health News•

Weird News•
Entertainment News•
Politics News•
Business News•

Tech News•
Comedy•
Games•
Stock Quotes•

Stock Market News•
Investing•

Page 13 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Small Business•
Movie News•

The Huffington Post Sporting News 

Site Map •
FAQs •
Feedback •
Contact •
Cancellation •
Media Kit •
American City Business Journals, Inc. •

Content curation and aggregation powered by 

© 2012 by . Any commercial use or distribution without the express written consent of STATS 
LLC is strictly prohibited.

© 2012 by . Any commercial use or distribution without the express written consent of 
Associated Press is strictly prohibited.

Use of this Site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (updated 3/14/12) and Privacy Policy 
(updated 3/14/12). Your California Privacy Rights. Ad Choices. 

© 2012 SportingNews.com and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, 
except with the prior written permission of SportingNews.com.

 

 

NASCAR Kansas test: Regan Smith tops track record …

read this story | 66Shares 1327Likes 

 

Cheerleaders win approval for Bible banners at football games

read this story | 40Shares 1089Likes 

 

Yankees vs. Tigers: Detroit takes out Bombers in ALCS sweep

read this story | 44Shares 656Likes 

Page 14 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



 

Tim Tebow gets trademark on 'Tebowing'

read this story | 44Shares 630Likes 

 

NHL lockout: Owners reject NHLPA proposals, offer little hope

read this story | 95Shares 585Likes 

 

Yankees vs. Tigers ALCS: New York swept away in shame

read this story | 13Shares 560Likes 

 

New York Yankees fans’ booing bothered and affected Yankees players

read this story | 22Shares 415Likes 

 

Danica Patrick: Is Go Daddy girl losing her star p…

read this story | 8Shares 407Likes 

 

Alex Rodriguez flirt scandal: Woman identified as bikini model

read this story | 20Shares 341Likes 

 

Page 15 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Jerry Sandusky asks judge to overturn abuse convictions

read this story | 5Shares 271Likes 

 

Penn State cheerleader Paige Raque struggling to s…

read this story | 16Shares 234Likes 
 

Log In  ? 

Learn More •
Log Out of Facebook •
Remove Experience •

×  

Facebook Social Reading on Sporting News

 

• • • • 

Start Sharing  

Page 16 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



×  

Facebook Social Reading on Sporting News

 

• • • • 

Start Sharing  

×  

Page 17 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Facebook Social Reading on Sporting News

 

• • • • 

×  

Page 18 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...



Facebook Social Reading on Sporting News

 

Start Sharing  

• • • • 

‹ › 

Page 19 of 19Atlanta Hawks preview: Smith, Horford are all that remain of 'Core Four' - NBA - Spor...

10/21/2012http://aol.sportingnews.com/nba/story/2012-10-20/atlanta-hawks-2012-13-roster-schedule...


