
 

Detroit 104, Atlanta  

88: Pistons beat  

Hawks, finish  

exhibition season  

with 4-4 record 

 
 Eight Pistons exhibition games yielded four  

home victories and four road losses, so  
does that mean we can expect more of the  
same when the regular season starts  
Wednesday night at the Palace against the  
Rockets? 
 
Not quite, because these games don't  
count, but the Pistons (4-4) ended the  
exhibition season on a positive note Friday  
night with a 104-88 thumping of the  
Atlanta Hawks at the Palace. 
 
"We obviously have a lot of work to do. I  
mean, I think there were some things on  
both ends, and obviously there are some  
things we need to work on that we will  
continue to work," coach Lawrence Frank  
said. "It's always good to play good  
basketball going into it, and you always  
have to be real. 
 
"You can't get a false sense of what it is,  
and we have a lot work to do." 
 
The Pistons took control in the first quarter  
with a 14-0 run that started with a Greg  
Monroe hook shot and ended with a 19- 
footer from Kim English, who was the  
backup at shooting guard for Corey  

 Maggette (sore left calf). 
 
The Pistons settled for a 28-20 lead after  
shooting 60% in the first quarter. The lead  
grew steadily as the Pistons dominated the  
glass, 48-30. It's an encouraging sign  
considering how the Timberwolves had a  
51-34 rebounding edge Wednesday. 
 
Rookie Andre Drummond and Monroe  
combined for 29 points and 21 rebounds,  
and Frank used them together in the  
second half for a nearly 9-minute stretch. 
 
Drummond (13 points, 10 rebounds) may  
have had only two blocked shots, but his  
presence altered many more. It was a good  
showing against a standout frontcourt of  
Josh Smith and Al Horford, who combined  
for 19 points and 11 rebounds. 
 
"Those guys are two All-Star-caliber  
players, and one of the best frontcourts,"  
said Monroe, who had 16 points and 11  
rebounds. "They've been together awhile  
now. 
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 "It was definitely a good test tonight." 
 
Tayshaun Prince had his best exhibition  
game with 15 points, and Brandon Knight  
had 16 points and three assists. 
 
The team will have today off before  
preparing for Wednesday's opener. 
 
There are many predictions saying the  
Pistons are headed for another woeful  
season. 
 
Monroe wasn't in the mood for any  
predictions. 
 
"I'm going to leave that up to you guys," he  
said. "We just got to focus on one night at a  
time and not look at long-term predictions  
like that. Right now, we have to get ready  
for Houston." 
 
Contact Vince Ellis at 313-222-6479 or   
vellis@freepress.com.  
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