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Atlanta Hawks: Many to fill the role at small forward
4:52 pm October 21, 2012, by Chris Vivlamore

Vivlamore reporting from Hawks practice.

The search is nearing an end.

Or is it?

As the Hawks wind down training camp, the revamped roster has taken shape over the course of 

six exhibition games. One of the biggest questions entering the preseason was what coach Larry 

Drew would do at the small forward position. Or call it the 3-guard, if you prefer.

The answer is Drew has options – and plenty of them. He likes it that way.

DeShawn Stevenson, Kyle Korver, Damion James, Anthony Tolliver and Josh Smith have played 

at the 3 during exhibitions. Stevenson and Korver  are guards.

“As I’ve said going into this preseason, my main focus was to really see what kind of 

combinations we can put out there and be effective,” Drew said. “We’ve gone with DeShawn at 3. 

I like that. We’ve gone with Kyle at the 3. I like that. We’ve gone with Josh at some 3. I like that.

“That gives us some flexibility from the standpoint that if we need to adapt and make some minor 

adjustments with our lineup we have the ability to do that. To say it’s a lock on any guy who is 

going to be starting at that position every single night, I won’t say that’s the case. I love the 

flexibility to be able to move guys around and experiment a little bit and to be able to make 

adjustments depending on who we play.”

The Hawks have a smaller team following their numerous offseason changes. The loss of 6-foot-

7 Joe Johnson and the 6-9 Marvin Williams were the most notable. How they will defend the 

small forward position is at issue.

Drew has the ability to play Zaza Pachulia at center, move Al Horford to power forward and Smith 

to the small forward. Smith drew much of the assignment to guard LeBron James in the exhibition 

opener against the Heat.

“The 3, night in and night out, you are playing a beast at that position,” Smith said. “It’s definitely 

going to be a challenging position for us but at the same time we are a team. The 3 is just one 
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position. Last time I checked there were five positions. We have to be able to help each other 

collectively. One guy is not going to get it done.”

Stevenson has started several of the exhibition games and said he is quite comfortable with the 

defensive responsibilities. The veteran points to his time with Dallas when he and Shawn Marion 

were assigned the opposition’s top scoring threat.

“I guard the Carmelos, the LeBrons,” Stevenson said. “On defense, I’m basically a 3 guard. I’m 

getting used to it. In this offense, the 3-guard is basically a 2-guard, the 2-guard is basically a 3-

guard. They are interchangeable.”

The 6-8 Tolliver is an option when the Hawks go against a bigger lineup. Tolliver said he learned 

to play small forward last season with Minnesota and is now comfortable in the role.

While the Hawks could be undersized at the small forward position, their lineup allows them to get 

another shooter on the floor. With a depth of long-range shooters, they will be able to take 

advantage of their speed guard with Devin Harris, Lou Williams and Jeff Teague. Drew thinks the 

Hawks can exploit those matchups.

“We could go into this thing and the mindset be to go with the guy who we think is going to be at 

that position,” Drew said. “Or we can change it up. What has been good to us in the past is our 

ability to make adjustments during the game, whether we want to go with a small 3 or go with a 

big 3. As I said before, I embrace having that ability to do that. It allows you not only to adapt but 

we feel with our lineup, with our personnel, if we are small we can play a certain way; if we are 

big we can play a certain way. Our guys are very comfortable with either way. It’s been a strength 

of ours. I want to continue to use it.”

Practice update: The Hawks held an open practice Sunday at Philips Arena in front of a crowd of 

nearly 2,000. … Lou Hudson, whose No. 23 is retired by the Hawks organization, was in 

attendance. …  Teague (sprained left ankle), Pachulia (sprained left ankle) and John Jenkins (left 

hand contusion) did not participate.Horford (right calf) was limited. He expects to play in the final 

exhibition game Friday at Detroit.

- Chris Vivlamore

LATEST NEWS

* Offense steps up in win over Mavs

* Teague out versus Mavericks

* Rookies getting noticed

* Hawks overcome slow start to beat Hornets

* Preseason more about evaluation
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* Practice report: Time for regular rotation to take shape

* Hawks drop to 1-3 in preseason

Follow me on Twitter at ajchawks

1 2 Next » Show All

Tell us what you think about the site

Send us 

your 

suggestion

s about 

this page.

 

Send a feedback technical issue

 Your e-mail address (will not be shared)  

Subscribe »

Customer Care »

Vacation stops, manage subscriptions and more

AJC Services

Staff contacts•
Reprints and permission•
Contests•
Submit event listings•
Send us news tips•
Careers at AJC•
Careers at Cox•
AJC Store•
AJC Conversation•

Sections

News•
Sports•
Entertainment•
Travel•
Business•
Lifestyle•
Obituaries•

Page 3 of 4Atlanta Hawks: Many to fill the role at small forward | Atlanta Hawks

10/22/2012http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2012/10/21/atlanta-hawks-the-search-for-a-small-forward-con...



Other Editions

Sign up for newsletters•
Digital Products•
AJC for iPad•
Sign up for ajcMobile•
RSS and Widgets•
Today's news | A1 image•
Archives•

Guides

Best of Atlanta•
School Guide•
Neighborhood Guide•
AJC in Education•
Atlanta Home Sales•
Atlanta Topics•
Travel Guide•
Atlanta Holiday Guide•
Atlanta Crime & Safety•
Find Atlanta Jobs•
Graduate/MBA Education•

Affiliates

Cars at Autotrader•
Local Services at Kudzu•
Coupons at Valpak•

Advertising

About our ads•
Advertise with us•
E-Sheets•

AJC Sites

ajc.com•
AccessAtlanta•
Atlanta Jobs•
Atlanta Homes•
Atlanta Apartments•
Atlanta Cars•
Atlanta Classifieds•
Mundo Hispánico•

 Visitor Agreement | Privacy Statement 
© 2012 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Search ajc.com…   
  

Page 4 of 4Atlanta Hawks: Many to fill the role at small forward | Atlanta Hawks

10/22/2012http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2012/10/21/atlanta-hawks-the-search-for-a-small-forward-con...


