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GEORGIALOTTERIES
Saturday, Oct. 27
Cash 3 Midday:9-4-0
Cash 3 Evening:3-9-9
Cash 4 Midday:9-9-2-5
Cash4Evening:1-7-5-6 (Oct.26)
GeorgiaFiveMidday:4-4-2-0-9
Georgia Five Evening: 1-7-7-4-3
Fantasy Five: 14-18-30-31-36
(Oct.26)
Mega Millions: 4-15-24-36-40;
MegaBall:44;Megaplier:2x
(Oct.26)
On the Web: www.ajc.com/lottery
By phone: 770-GALUCKY
Please verify numbers with Georgia
Lottery Corp. before claiming a prize.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

By Steve Hummer
shummer@ajc.com

In their new general man-
ager, the Hawks have a man
whose preparation for the
job began at birth, who
grew in the hothouse of
the gym and spent most of
his 46 years living by bas-
ketball’s own circadian
rhythm.

Why, Danny Ferry was
just a kid, still formulat-
ing his big body/soft touch
game at Duke, when he be-
gan changing the game at
the behavioral level.

Both the Blue Devils and
Georgia Tech were on the
rise in the mid- to late-80s.
Their meetings were intense
battles for high ground in
the ACC. At the beginning
of each one, the teams ex-
changed formalized hand-
shakes. That’s where Ferry
first met a large, strong Yel-
low Jacket forward named

Hawks
GM has
roots in
game
Ferry’s father was
league executive,
taught lessons.

Hawks new general manager
Danny Ferry has been around
NBA basketball for most of
his life. FILE
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By Chip Towers
ctowers@ajc.com

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Never
mind all that “soft defense”
talk. Georgia had Jarvis Jones
back in the lineup.

The Bulldogs’ dynamic
outside linebacker, who has
missed two games with inju-
ries and been hobbled much
of the season’s first half, was
feeling good and healthy Sat-
urday. Just ask Florida, which
felt his wrath all day.

The 2011 All-American ter-

rorized the Gators, finishing
with 13 tackles, three quarter-
back sacks, two forced fum-
bles and two fumble recover-
ies. Jones wasn’t the only rea-
son, but he was a big reason
the No. 10 Bulldogs were able
to knock off the No. 2 Gators
17-9 on Saturday night at Ever-
Bank Field.

It was only fitting that Jones
would make the play of the
game. With the Bulldogs’
clinging to an eight-point lead
in the final minutes, Florida
tight end Jordan Reed hauled

in a pass and was running in-
side the Bulldogs’ 5-yard line.
But Jones hadn’t given up on
the play. Catching Reed from
behind, Jones tomahawked
the football loose, and it
bounced into the end zone.
There, cornerback Sanders
Commings jumped on the ball
and cradled it in the back of
the end zone for a touchback.

“I didn’t really realize ex-
actly what Jarvis had done un-
til they told me and I looked at

Jones leads Georgia’s defense as it holds Florida out of
end zone, forces key turnovers to secure Bulldogs’ win.
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Mark Bradley: Vick now
just another foe ⁄ C3
●Falcons at Eagles, 1 p.m. today(Fox,790,94.1)

Cain, Scherzer square off today
in Series Game 4 ⁄ C6
●Go to ajc.com for the result ofSaturday’s lateGame3.

Why drug-test
policies differ
in college
sports, C2

Georgia linebacker Jarvis Jones ( 29) celebrates his recovery of a Trey Burton fumble. Georgia forced six turnovers. BOB ANDRES / BANDRES@AJC.COM

NEXTFORGA.TECH
Who:atMaryland
When: 12:30p.m.Saturday
TV; radio:WUPA; 790, 106.7

By Ken Sugiura
ksugiura@ajc.com

The defense was picked
apart and battered. The of-
fense had no magic. The spe-
cial teams, save one histor-
ic kickoff return, was largely a
hindrance.

Georgia Tech lost to BYU 41-
17 on Saturday at Bobby Dodd
Stadium in a game that con-

tained little mystery.
“We pretty much got our

tails whipped,” coach Paul
Johnson said. “It was dis-

appointing. I think we got
whipped in all three phases of
the game.”

With a chance to even their
record and build on a convinc-
ing win over Boston College
a week ago, the Yellow Jack-
ets (3-5) continued their flail-
ing season. Tech gave up 40
or more points for the fourth
time in the past five games,
had a punt blocked and failed

to produce an offensive touch-
down for the first time since
the 2008 Chick-fil-A Bowl loss
to LSU. In hopes of reviving
the offense, Johnson sent in
backup quarterback Vad Lee

Jackets fail to earn it against Cougars
BYU41,GEORGIATECH17

More from Tech
»Golden’s kickoffreturn forTD
special teams’lonehighlight,C10

Tech continued on C10



By Tim Tucker
ttucker@ajc.com
and Chris Vivlamore
cvivlamore@ajc.com

One year later, the Hawks’ 
ownership group considers it-
self fortunate that its deal to 
sell a majority stake in the team 
to a Los Angeles businessman 
fell through.

“Extremely” fortunate, 
Bruce Levenson said. “Ex-
tremely.”

In an exclusive two-hour in-
terview with The Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution, Levenson — 
the ownership group’s co-man-
aging partner and NBA gover-
nor — described in detail for the 
first time how and why he and 
his partners moved from hav-
ing one foot out the door to a 
full re-engagement.

Levenson said the group has 
made no effort to sell the team 
since the deal with Alex Merue-
lo was called off Nov. 4, 2011. 
He said the group hopes to add 
minority investors, but is fo-
cused on building the franchise 
and owning it long term.

Levenson’s account of the 
group’s intentions appears con-
firmed by the Hawks’ hiring 
this summer of general man-
ager Danny Ferry, who says he 
wouldn’t have accepted the job 
if he hadn’t been convinced of 
the stability and commitment 
of ownership.

It’s a substantial change from 
a year ago.

Second thoughts
Reeling from a five-year le-

gal battle with former part-
ner Steve Belkin and the sale/
relocation of the Thrash-
ers hockey team, the owner-
ship group agreed in August 
2011 to sell a controlling inter-
est in the Hawks to Meruelo. 
When the deal collapsed three 
months later because Merue-
lo wouldn’t meet financial con-
ditions placed on it by the NBA, 
the Hawks owners announced 
the team no longer was for sale. 
Even so, many observers fig-
ured the group might continue 
quiet efforts to sell.

Actually, Levenson said in 
the interview at a CNN Center 
restaurant, the group had come 
to regret the decision to sell by 
the time the Meruelo deal col-
lapsed.

“We had made the decision 
… to sell a majority interest in 
the team so there would be a 
new, fresh face of ownership,” 
Levenson said. “A lot of things 
led to that decision.

“We had not long before 
gone through this very public, 
very fractious dispute among 
our ownership group, and even 
though we were pleased with 
the result of that (the buyout of 
Belkin), it was still a very pain-
ful dispute. On top of that, we 
had just gone through the sale 
of the Thrashers, another very 
painful and public process. 
And on top of that, we were go-
ing into an uncertain period in 
the NBA with the collective-bar-
gaining agreement. There were 
huge questions whether there 
would be meaningful revenue 
sharing (among teams) and 
whether middle-market teams 
(such as the Hawks) would par-
ticipate in that revenue sharing.

“When we talked about all 

of that, we said it really might 
make sense to sell a majority in-
terest … but continue to play a 
role going forward (by retaining 
a minority stake). So we start-
ed that process in motion and 
pretty quickly came to a possi-
ble buyer.”

A new commitment
On Aug. 8, 2011, the Hawks 

announced a deal — contin-
gent on NBA approval — to sell 
to Meruelo. As the approv-
al process dragged on, Leven-
son said, the bleak picture that 
drove the decision to sell began 
to brighten.

“The (Belkin) dispute be-
came further and further in the 
background; all the angst that 
had been created for us per-
sonally … began to sort of move 
away,” Levenson said. “The ne-
gotiations with the league on 
both the collective-bargaining 
agreement and revenue sharing 
began to take shape. … It be-
came increasingly apparent to 
me that middle-market teams 
would have a meaningful place 
in revenue sharing. That was 
important, because the clos-
er we can get to a level playing 
field among teams, the better 
for the league and the Hawks.

“The other thing that hap-
pened is the Thrashers left and 
a lot of the pain, the sense of 
failure, began to heal, like a 
wound heals with time. Then 
on the heels of that, there came 
some issues around the (Merue-
lo) transaction.

“At that point, we kind of 
looked at each other (with-
in the ownership group) and 
said, ‘What are we doing? We 
love this. We can do better, but 
we’re doing plenty of things 
right here. Let’s really commit 

ourselves going forward.’ And 
that’s what happened.”

By October 2011, the pro-
posed sale had bogged down, 
because the NBA required ad-
ditional funding from Merue-
lo that wasn’t contemplated in 
his original deal. It was no sur-
prise when the transaction was 
called off. The surprise was that 
the Hawks’ owners didn’t seek 
another buyer.

A year later, as a new season 
approaches, Levenson said his 

group would like to add minori-
ty investors who could contrib-
ute to the organization in ways 
beyond financial, but added, 
“nothing is imminent.”  

“We’ve had preliminary con-
versations with people who we 
think could add strategic val-
ue,” Levenson said. “These 
people come everywhere from 
the entertainment world to the 
international community.”

He reiterated in a follow-
up email that such person(s) 

would be “not a majority inves-
tor” and “at the top of our list 
would be our desire to add peo-
ple with standing in the Atlanta 
community as ideal additions 
to our group.”

The group originally known 
as Atlanta Spirit LLC — a name 
it dropped last year — bought 
the Hawks, Thrashers and Phil-
ips Arena operating rights from 
Time Warner in 2004. Sev-
en of the original nine own-
ers remain: Levenson and two 
of his partners in a large Rock-
ville, Md.-based business-infor-
mation company, Ed Peskow-
itz and Todd Foreman; Atlan-
ta-based cell-tower entrepre-
neur Michael Gearon Jr., who is 
the group’s other co-managing 
partner, and his father, Michael 
Gearon Sr.; Atlanta attorney 
Rutherford Seydel; and Beau 
Turner, son of former Braves 
and Hawks owner Ted Turner.

Levenson and Peskowitz own 
equal shares that originally 
totaled a combined 39.4 per-
cent of the partnership but in-
creased to more than 50 per-
cent and effective control after 
the buyout of Belkin’s stake.

Levenson declined to pro-
vide a current breakdown of 
specific ownership percentag-
es, saying the group operates 
as a partnership in which the 
contribution of each member 
is not a function of the size of 
his stake. The owners hold an 
hourlong conference call every 
two weeks with team officials.

Bullish outlook
As the Hawks’ NBA governor, 

Levenson has the franchise’s 
voice and vote at the league lev-
el. He took the lead in hiring 
Ferry.

And in an indication the 
league considers the Hawks’ 
ownership situation stabilized, 
Levenson is on the NBA own-
ers’ planning committee, which 
works on revenue-sharing is-
sues, and recently served on 
committees that interviewed 
prospective buyers of two 
franchises that changed hands.

Levenson said the Hawks 
continue to lose money, but not 
nearly as much as previously.

“More importantly, there is a 
very clear path now to a sensi-
ble economic model,” he said, 
citing the collective-bargain-
ing and revenue-sharing deals 
reached last year. “I am ex-
tremely bullish on our financial 
future.”

According to the Hawks, 
the owners invested $9 mil-
lion on capital improvements 
in the past year, including LED 
boards , a restaurant in Philips 
Arena and an exterior marquee 
and recently approved five new 
positions in basketball opera-
tions and player development.

“When we went through this 
process of recommittal, we 
knew … we had to set the bar 
higher,” Levenson said. “This 
really is for me about the fu-
ture, about our commitment.”

The owners’ best-received 
move might have been hiring 
Ferry after courting him for 
three months.

“We had very clear and open 
conversations,” Ferry said. “I 
asked very direct questions of 
(Levenson). He gave very clear 
and honest answers. He asked 
direct questions of me. I gave 
very clear and honest answers. 
This was a situation I (was) 
comfortable in, very comfort-
able that we were going to be 
given a great opportunity to 
succeed.

“I wanted to feel comfortable 
we would be working togeth-
er going forward. … I wanted to 
feel I was working for someone 
with strong values who I would 
enjoy working with.”

Among the questions Ferry 
asked before accepting the job, 
according to Levenson: “One, 
were we committed to building 
a championship organization 
here? And two, did we have our 
act together in terms of how we 
manage this business from an 
ownership perspective?

“There is no way Danny Fer-
ry comes here,” Levenson said, 
“if, through his due diligence, 
he didn’t determine that was 
the case.”

A long-term outlook   
A year after a deal to sell control of the Hawks collapsed, the team’s ownership is focused on 
the franchise. The team’s co-managing partner tells the AJC how the owners stayed in the game.

Bruce Levenson, the Hawks co-managing partner and NBA governor, introduces Danny Ferry (background) 
as the new general manager in June. Levenson says Ferry would not have accepted the job if there were 
doubts about the stability and commitment of Hawks ownership. JOHNNY CRAWFORD / JCRAWFORD@AJC.COM

HAWKS UNDER CURRENT OWNERS
The Hawks had su� ered through fi ve consecutive losing seasons, 
averaging 52 losses per season, when the team’s current ownership 
group (plus two members who later sold their stakes) bought the team 
from Time Warner in spring 2004. How the Hawks have fared since 
then:
Season Record Playo�  result
2004-052004-05 13-6913-69 Did not qualifyDid not qualify
2005-06 26-56 Did not qualify
2006-072006-07 30-5230-52 Did not qualifyDid not qualify
2007-08 37-45 Lost in 1st round
2008-092008-09 47-3547-35 Lost in 2nd roundLost in 2nd round
2009-10 53-29 Lost in 2nd round
2010-112010-11 44-3844-38 Lost in 2nd roundLost in 2nd round
2011-12 40-26 Lost in 1st round

When California developer and businessman Alex Meruelo’s bid to 
own a majority share of the Hawks fell apart in late 2011, the team’s 
owners decided not to seek another buyer. JOHNNY CRAWFORD / AJC 2008

Former partner Steve Belkin 
and the Hawks ownership group 
fought a fi ve-year legal battle.  

“When we 
went through 
this process of 
recommittal, we 
knew … we had 
to set the bar 
higher.”

Bruce Levenson
Hawks’ NBA governor

HAWKS SEASON OPENER
Who: vs. Rockets
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday
TV; radio: SPSO; 680, 93.7NBA preview



Nov. 16, 1989: Cleveland 
traded Ron Harper, a 1990 
fi rst-round draft pick (Loy 
Vaught), a 1990 second-
round pick (Joe Wylie) and 
a 1992 fi rst-round pick 
(Elmore Spencer) to the Los 
Angeles Clippers for Danny 
Ferry and Reggie Williams.
Outcome: Harper was the 
Cavs leading scorer but his 
numbers declined. Ferry had 
gone to Italy for a season 
rather than play for the 
team that drafted him, the 
Clippers. He got a 10-year 
deal from Cleveland and was 
much more a role player than 
the next Larry Bird. Now, 
Ferry, the GM, can look back 
on that deal and say: “Ron 
Harper was a really good NBA 
player. We both had injuries 
that factored into our career 
paths after the trade. ... I’m 
extremely grateful to Wayne 
Embry for bringing me to 
Cleveland. I met my wife and 
had four of our [fi ve] kids 
there, so it was a trade that 
was transformative for me 
o�  the court.”

Aug. 2, 2005: As Cleveland 
GM, Ferry signed guard Larry 
Hughes as a free agent.
Outcome: Hughes was 

supposed to be a Scotty 
Pippen-like complement to 
LeBron James, but he never 
played up to his fi ve-year, 
$70 million contract. He did 
not mesh with James and 
his numbers fell o�  markedly 
from an All-Star level.

June 28, 2006: Selected 
guard Daniel Gibson in the 
second round (42nd pick 
overall) of the NBA draft.
Outcome: A prize for a 
second-round pick, Gibson 
scored 31 in a conference 
fi nal game vs. Detroit. He 
became the fi rst rookie in 
a dozen years to average 
double-fi gures scoring 
(10.8) in the NBA Finals. Alas, 
the Cavs were swept by San 
Antonio.

Aug. 13, 2008: As part of a 
3-team trade, Ferry traded 
Joe Smith and Damon Jones 
and acquired guard Mo 
Williams from Milwaukee.
Outcome: Williams had 
his one All-Star season in 
Cleveland and stabilized the 
Cavs at a vulnerable position. 
But he struggled defensively 
in the postseason.

June 26, 2009: Traded 

Sasha Pavolic, Ben Wallace, 
cash and a 2010 2nd round 
draft pick (Dwayne Collins) 
to the Phoenix Suns for 
center Shaquille O’Neal.
Outcome: O’Neal was 

brought in as an answer to 
Orlando’s Dwight Howard, 
who had helped eliminate 
the Cavs in the previous 
postseason. Cleveland 
squeezed as much as they 
could from the 38-year-old 
O’Neal (12 points, seven 
rebounds a game). But 
Cleveland never got its 
rematch with the Magic. 
Despite the best regular 
season record in the NBA, 
the Cavs were ousted by 
Boston in the conference 
semis.

July 11, 2012: As the new 
Hawks GM, traded Joe 
Johnson to the Brooklyn 
Nets for Jordan Farmar, 
Anthony Morrow, Johan 
Petro, DeShawn Stevenson, 
Jordan Williams, a 2013 
fi rst-round draft pick and 
a 2017 second-round pick. 
Also traded Marvin Williams 
to the Utah Jazz for Devin 
Harris.
Outcome: Two much-
needed deals to give Ferry 
the salary cap space to 
re-create the Hawks in 
the image of his choosing. 
Unloading Johnson’s 
contract was widely 
considered a coup.

BIG DEALS INVOLVING DANNY FERRY

In 2008, Danny Ferry 
traded two players to bring  
Mo Williams to the Cava-
liers. FILE

 Danny Ferry has a reputation for building franchises the 
right way and not taking shortcuts. He will beef up scout-
ing for the Hawks.  JOHNNY CRAWFORD / JCRAWFORD@AJC.COM

Tom Hammonds.
Ferry picks up the sto-

ry about an early visit to 
Atlanta, 26 years prior 
to arriving in June as the 
Hawks GM:

“[Hammonds] would 
come out, you’d put your 
hand out and wait for 
him, and he would just 
hammer it [with a hard 
slap]. I had played him 
once already. We came 
out to shake and as he 
was winding up, I pulled 
my hand away and said, 
‘Un-uh, you ain’t doing 
that.’ From there, he ba-
sically chased me around 
the court.

“Immediately they 
stopped the hand-shaking 
thing in the ACC.”

There is an important 
kicker to the tale, one that 
sums up the practical, re-
sults-oriented place Fer-
ry comes from. If you are 
the father of the Dookie in 
question and also an NBA 
general manager at that 
time, how do you react to 
Hammonds’ aggression?

You draft him, that’s 
how. There’s always a 
place on a team for a play-
er with fire. In 1989, Bob 
Ferry made Hammonds 
the Washington Bullets’ 
first-round pick.

A new generation
The lessons one can 

learn as a second-gen-
eration general manag-
er are many, varied and 
come at an early age. Dan-
ny Ferry’s apprenticeship 
began, as the black-and-
white photo on his Philips 
Arena office wall attests, 
literally at the knee of his 
father. The shot is of Bob 
Ferry courtside at a Mary-
land game, scouting, with 
a 5-year-old Danny on his 
lap.

Bob Ferry played for a 
decade in the NBA, tran-
sitioning at his last stop 
in Baltimore from play-
er to an eventual GM 

Ferry
continued from C1

Changes 
coming 
for team

(his was a long run, 1973-
1990). Some people grew 
up hanging from monkey 
bars. Danny Ferry grew 
up dangling off the arms 
of Wes Unseld.

You could not be 
around Bob and not be in-
fected almost virally by 
basketball. Now 75, he still 
scouts for the Brooklyn 
Nets when he could be re-
laxing, watching the boats 
go by at his home in An-
napolis, Md.

“I’ve been able to meet 

a lot of great people and 
learn from a lot of great 
people whether I was try-
ing to learn from them or 
not,” Danny said.

Ferry was the fruit of 
many trees.

Check out these refer-
ences:

In high school he 
played at DeMatha in 
Maryland for Morgan 
Wootten, a coach John 
Wooden admired.

No one has won more 
at the major college lev-

el than his coach at Duke, 
Mike Krzyzewski.

Professionally, Ferry 
played for the NBA’s sec-
ond-winningest coach, 
Lenny Wilkens, Mike 
Fratello and Gregg Popov-
ich. Like his father, Ferry 
went right from the court 
to the front office. In San 
Antonio, he was part of 
one of the NBA’s model 
organizations, a winner 
of four championships 
without the benefit of be-
ing a glamor location.

“He has played and 
been around the top 
minds in basketball. It’s 
ingrained in him,” said 
his father.

He also has shown a 
marked preference for 
taking the career ex-
press rather than the lo-
cal. Merely three years af-
ter he was done playing, 
time spent rapidly mov-
ing up the Spurs organi-
zational chart, Ferry was 
brought in to lead the 
Cleveland Cavs in 2005 
and build a team around 
LeBron James. He last-
ed there until James took 
his talents to South Beach 
in 2010, and the relation-
ship soured with owner 
Dan Gilbert.

His soft landing was an 
assistant’s job back in the 
welcoming embrace of 
the Spurs the last two sea-
sons.

“I wish he was still 
here,” said Spurs GM R.C. 
Buford, who first guid-
ed Ferry through the cor-
ridors of the front office. 
He didn’t expect Ferry to 
be around long, and sure 
enough the Hawks hired 
him away four months 
ago.

Now comes the time to 
try to translate all that life 
and work experience into 
making the Hawks a legiti-
mate contender.

The player Buford first 
met immediately struck 
him as “a great teammate 
and team builder.”

The executive Oklaho-
ma City GM Sam Presti 
got to know when he and 
Ferry were both coming 
up through the ranks in 
San Antonio, “has a drive 
to establish things that 
are lasting.”

“He is not one look-
ing for a shortcut,” Pres-
ti said.

His first test of judg-

ment in Atlanta: Reading 
the Atlanta Spirit owner-
ship, Bruce Levenson in 
particular. The ownership 
group had taken its lumps 
over the years, but Leven-
son convinced Ferry that 
it would invest whatev-
er was necessary to trans-
form the franchise into 
championship material.

“Bruce was the overrid-
ing influence with him,” 
Buford said.

Creating space
Clearing the land for 

planting was the new 
GM’s first job. At that, 
Ferry was an immedi-
ate sensation. He traded 
Joe Johnson — and more 
importantly his massive 
contract — to the Nets. He 
traded Marvin Williams. 
He put together a roster 
heavy on guards and ex-
piring contracts. The de-
construction was swift 
and sure. Now comes the 
long, difficult chore of re-
building the franchise.

In the short term, there 
is reason to worry the 
Hawks will take a step 
backward without John-
son’s steady scoring. Over 
the longer haul, Ferry has 
to show himself capable 
of using the new-found 
cap space wisely. One 
problem in the past, even 
when there was mon-
ey available, was attract-
ing top free agents to the 
Hawks. It will be up to the 
GM to create an environ-
ment conducive to that.

“It’s all challenging, 
but there’s a lot of oppor-
tunities in front of us, a 
lot of different paths we 
can take,” Ferry said.

“Before [trading John-
son] there was one path 
we could take — try to 
ram the square peg in-
to the round hole with 
where we were. Now 
there are a lot of differ-
ent paths we can take — 
draft, free agency, trades. 
We should have the flexi-
bility to change our team 
and hopefully grow to a 
situation where we’re on 
a good track to pursue a 
championship and sus-
tain that.”

The Johnson trade was 
splashy and widely cele-
brated as a good new be-

ginning.
Other parts of the 

makeover won’t be so 
dramatic. Ferry already 
has launched some cos-
metic changes — like the 
remodeling of the team’s 
training room and weight 
room. Behind the scenes, 
Ferry said, there will be 
significant upgrading of 
player scouting and de-
velopment.

He said he will be very 
visible and very hands-on 
with all levels of the orga-
nization, especially this 
first year.

“He let me know he’d 
be in my ear a lot, which 
I totally embrace,” said 
coach Larry Drew. At Fer-
ry’s suggestion, Drew 
went to Israel this sum-
mer to scout foreign play-
ers and share ideas with 
one of that hemisphere’s 
leading coaches, David 
Blatt.

Ferry is attempting to 
do something that no one 
else has managed in 45 
seasons of running the 
Hawks in Atlanta — make 
a franchise that has nev-
er been to a conference 
championship into a ti-
tle contender. Asked last 
week why he would be 
the one to change all 
that, he paused, carefully 
weighed the answer and 
said:

“I want to be a part of 
building something real-
ly great. For where we are 
right now, it starts from 
the inside, having things 
that are run very well, 
very efficiently, where 
the attention to detail is 
high and the standards 
are high.”

Later, Ferry confessed 
that question gnawed at 
him, to the point he took 
it to bed with him that 
night. Then it occurred 
to him — he doesn’t have 
to answer for the Hawks 
past. Those teams and the 
best intentions of their 
general managers had 
nothing to do with him. 
His background is whol-
ly separate from all that. 
Why was he even awake 
thinking about that, he 
wondered.

Better to go back to 
sleep and dream of better 
seasons of his own.

HAWKS GENERAL MANAGERS 
Marty BlakeMarty Blake 1968-701968-70 96-6896-68
Robert Kent 1970-71 36-46
Robert CousinsRobert Cousins 1971-721971-72 36-4636-46
Richie Guerin 1972-73 46-36
Pat WilliamsPat Williams 1973-741973-74 35-4735-47
William Wilcox 1974-75 31-51
Bud SereteanBud Seretean 1975-771975-77 41-7941-79
Mike Storen 1977 19-25
Michael GearonMichael Gearon 1977-791977-79 87-7787-77
Lewis Scha� el 1979-80 50-32
Stan KastenStan Kasten 1980-901980-90 440-380440-380
Pete Babcock 1990-2003 527-507
Billy KnightBilly Knight 2003-082003-08 104-224104-224
Rick Sund 2008-12 184-128

“We should have the fl exibility to change our team.”
Danny Ferry, Hawks general manager

Born: Oct. 17, 1966 in Hyattsville, Md.
Family: Wife Ti� any; children Hannah (16), Grace (14), 
Sophia (12), Lucy (10), Jackson (6). Unlike their father 
when he was young, the Ferry kids aren’t fi xtures at the 
practice courts or the games. “They don’t come a whole 
lot. Weekends a little. They’re just so busy with other 
things,” Ferry said.
High school: DeMatha Catholic (Maryland). Was on 
the 1985 McDonald’s All America team with Al Horford’s 
father, Tito.
College: Duke. Naismith Award winner 1989.
Pro career: Cleveland Cavaliers (1990-2000), San 
Antonio Spurs (2000-03). Career averages – 7 points, 2.8 
rebounds per game. How would Ferry the GM judge Ferry 
the player? “I haven’t gone back and looked, and don’t 
know that I’d want to,” he said, laughing. “I was a solid role 
player through the middle and end of my career. I was a 
good team defender, a good passer and could shoot the 
ball and usually if you can do two or three things pretty 
well, you check out OK.”
Front o�  ce resume: Director of Basketball Operations, 
Spurs, 2003-05. General manager, Cavaliers, 2005-2010. 
Went to one NBA Finals with Cleveland, twice had NBA’s 
best regular season record and left with a 272-138 record. 
Vice president Basketball Operations, Spurs, 2010-12. 
General manager, Hawks, 2012.
Came up as an exec in San Antonio along with current 
Oklahoma City Thunder GM Sam Presti. Since 2007, Ferry, 
Presti and their mentor, San Antonio’s R.C. Buford, have all 
made the NBA Finals with their teams.

Danny Ferry (left) played for Duke before spending 13 
seasons in the NBA. He has been around success at 
every level. AP FILE 

MEET DANNY FERRY

NBA preview
Six home games Hawks fans won’t want to miss this season
NOV. 9: MIAMI
The Hawks will get an early 
look at how the revamped 
roster will fare in the 
Southeast Division and 
the Eastern Conference 
against the defending NBA 
champions. It will be the fi rst 
of four meetings against the 
Heat. The other home game 
will be Feb. 20, the fi rst game 
after  the All-Star break.

DEC. 19:
OKLAHOMA CITY
While the second game 
of the season will be at 
the Thunder, this will be 
the defending Western 
Conference champions’ 
only trip to Philips Arena. 
The up-tempo Hawks will 
get a chance to run against 
a Thunder team that ranked 
in the top 10 in the NBA in 
possessions per minute last 
season.

JAN. 5: BOSTON
The Celtics may not consider 
the Hawks a rival, but fans 
are weary of Kevin Garnett 
— not to mention last 
season’s playo�  series loss. 
The aging Celtics lost one of 
their Big Three in Ray Allen, 
and the game will serve as 
a measuring stick for where 
the Hawks stand in the 
Eastern Conference.

JAN. 11: UTAH
Marvin Williams, the Hawks’ 
No. 2 overall selection in 
2005, returns to Atlanta 
after being traded during 
the o� season. Williams was 
dealt for Devin Harris in July. 
Williams averaged 11.5 points 
and 5.3 rebounds in seven 
seasons with the Hawks.

JAN. 16: BROOKLYN
Five days later, Joe Johnson 
returns to Atlanta. The six-
time All-Star with the Hawks 
scored more than 10,000 
points in his seven years in 
uniform. Johnson was part of 
the  trade in July that enabled 
the Hawks to shed his max 
contract. Johnson will get to 
show the Hawks his new digs 
two days later at the end of a 
home-road series between 
the teams.

MARCH 13:
L.A. LAKERS
It’s always an event  when 
the Lakers come to town. 
It will be a greater deal this 
season as Kobe Bryant is 
accompanied by Dwight 
Howard. The center never 
gave his hometown team a 
chance at his services in the 
o� season before landing on 
the West Coast. The Lakers 
also feature Steve Nash.

Chris Vivlamore
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  DEVIN HARRIS
No.: 34
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-3, 192
Age: 29
Exp.: 8
School: Wisconsin
The skinny: Was an Eastern 
Conference All-Star in 2009 
with Nets. Scored in double-
fi gures 35 times last season.

AL HORFORD
No.: 15
Pos.: F/C
Ht., wt.: 6-10, 250
Age: 26
Exp.: 5
School: Florida
The skinny: Two-time 
Eastern Conference All-Star 
(2010-11). Missed most 
of last season with torn 
pectoral muscle.

 JOHN JENKINS
No.: 12
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-4, 215
Age: 21
Exp.: R
School: Vanderbilt
The skinny: Led the SEC in 
scoring and was fi rst-team 
all-conference the past two 
seasons.

IVAN JOHNSON
No.: 44
Pos.: F
Ht., wt.: 6-8, 255
Age: 28
Exp.: 1
School: Cal State San 
Bernadino
The skinny: Led the Hawks 
in fi eld-goal percentage last 
season. Was named Eastern 
Conference Rookie of the 
Month for April.

KYLE KORVER
No.: 26
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-7, 212
Age: 31
Exp.: 9
School: Creighton
The skinny: Ranks tied 
for eighth among active NBA 
players in 3-point fi eld-goal 
percentage (.413) and 21st 
in 3-pointers made (1,134).

ANTHONY MORROW
No.: 22
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-5, 210
Age: 27
Exp.: 4
School: Georgia Tech
The skinny: Ranks ninth 
in NBA history in 3-point 
fi eld-goal percentage.

ZAZA PACHULIA
No.: 27
Pos.: F/C
Ht., wt.: 6-11, 275
Age: 28
Exp.: 9
Country: Republic of 
Georgia
The skinny: Played in 58 
games, 44 starts, in place of 
the injured Al Horford last 
season, with averages of 
7.8 points and 7.9 rebounds.

JOHAN PETRO
No.: 10
Pos.: C
Ht., wt.: 7-0, 247
Age: 26
Exp.: 7
Country: France
The skinny: Played in 

59 games, 10 starts, with 
the Nets last season, with 
averages of 4.2 points and 
3.8 rebounds.

MIKE SCOTT
No.: 32
Pos.: F
Ht., wt.: 6-8, 237
Age: 24
Exp.: 1
School: Virginia
The skinny: Was fi rst-team 
All-ACC as senior. Averaged 
10 points and 6.8 rebounds in 
fi ve summer-league games.

JOSH SMITH
No.: 5
Pos.: F
Ht., wt.: 6-9, 225
Age: 27
Exp.: 8
School: Oak Hill Academy 
(Va.)
The skinny: Only player in 
NBA last season to rank in 
top 40 in points, rebounds, 
assists, steals and blocks. 
Ranks 13th among active 
players in career blocks 
(1,304).

DESHAWN 
STEVENSON
No.: 92
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-5, 218
Age: 31
Exp.: 12
School: Washington Union 
High (Calif.)
The skinny: Won the 
NBA championship with 
Mavericks in 2011. In 768 
career games has averaged 
7.4 points.

JEFF TEAGUE
No.: 0
Pos.: Guard
Ht., wt.: 6-2, 181
Age: 24
Exp.: 3
School: Wake Forest
The skinny: Started all 
66 games last season at 
point guard and averaged 
12.6 points and 4.9 assists. 
Ranked eighth in the NBA 
with 106 steals.

ANTHONY TOLLIVER
No.: 4
Pos.: F
Ht., wt.: 6-8, 240
Age: 27
Exp.: 4
School: Creighton
The skinny: Was fi rst-
team All-MVC as senior. 
Played past two seasons in 
Minnesota, with averages of 
4.1 points and 3.0 rebounds 
last season.

LOU WILLIAMS
No.: 3
Pos.: G
Ht., wt.: 6-1, 175
Age: 26
Exp.: 7
School: South Gwinnett 
High
The skinny: Last season 
with 76ers became fi rst 
player to lead his team in 
total points without making 
a start since Dell Curry 
(Charlotte, 1993-94).

Note: Roster as of Saturday

Compiled by sta�  writer
Chris Vivlamore

ATLANTA HAWKS
Last season: 40-26, lost 
in fi rst round of playo� s to 
Boston
Key additions: Devin Harris, 
Kyle Korver, Lou Williams, 
Anthony Morrow, DeShawn 
Stevenson, John Jenkins
Key departures: Joe 
Johnson, Marvin Williams, 
Kirk Hinrich, Willie Green
Outlook: The revamped 
roster will enable coach 
Larry Drew to get away from 
the Joe Johnson isolation 
o� ense and run up-tempo 
with speedy guards Je�  
Teague, Harris and Williams. 
The Hawks got smaller with 
their o� season moves, and 
that will be a concern on 
defense.
Projection: Second

CHARLOTTE 
BOBCATS
Last season: 7-59, missed 
playo� s
Key additions: Michael 
Kidd-Gilchrist, Ben Gordon, 
Brendan Haywood, Ramon 
Sessions
Key departures: D.J. 
Augustin, Corey Maggette
Outlook: The Bobcats, 
the NBA’s worst team last 
season, may be a little 
better this season with the 
additions of Kidd-Gilchrist 
and Gordon. However, they 
have no real post presence 
and a limited bench. The 
Bobcats also will be under 
the direction of new coach 
Mike Dunlap, plucked from 
the college ranks. This is a 
team that must learn to win 
after ending last season with 
a 23-game losing streak.
Projection: Fifth

MIAMI HEAT
Last season: 46-20, 
Southeast Division, Eastern 
Conference and NBA 
champions
Key additions: Ray Allen, 
Rashard Lewis
Key departures: Ronny 
Turiaf
Outlook: Not a bad 
o� season for the defending 
NBA champions when they 
can add a veteran player 
such as Allen. He is aging, 
but his 3-point shooting 
numbers were a career 
best last season. Add him 
to the trio of LeBron James, 
Dwyane Wade and Chris 
Bosh, and the Heat are still 
elite. The Heat certainly 
are the favorite to win the 
division and most likely the 
Eastern Conference again.
Projection: First

ORLANDO MAGIC
Last season: 37-29, lost 
in fi rst round of playo� s to 
Indiana
Key additions: Arron A� lalo, 
Al Harrington
Key departures: Dwight 
Howard, Ryan Anderson, 
Jason Richardson
Outlook: It’s going to be 
a tough season for the 
Magic. A very tough season. 
The departure of Howard 
leaves a gaping hole for the 
franchise, as they got little 
back in return for the All-Star 
center. Many project the 
Magic to be one of the worst 
teams in the league, but they 
do have established  players 
remaining on the roster.
Projection: Fourth

WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS
Last season: 20-46; missed 
playo� s
Key additions: Trevor Ariza, 
Emeka Okafor, Bradley Beal
Key departures: Rashard 
Lewis
Outlook: The biggest issue 
facing the Wizards will be the 
loss of star point guard John 
Wall (left knee cap) for at 
least the fi rst month of the 
season. They also likely will 

Former Celtic Ray Allen brings a veteran presence to the 
Heat, who are the favorite to repeat as Southeast Divi-
sion champions. J. PAT CARTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hawks
All times Eastern

Friday Houston, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
Nov. 7 Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 11 at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 at Portland, 10 p.m.
Nov. 14 at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.
Nov. 16 at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Nov. 19 Orlando, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 21 Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 23 at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Nov. 24 L.A. Clippers, 7 p.m.
Nov. 28 Charlotte, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 30 Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 5 Denver, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 Washington, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 8 at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Dec. 10 at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 12 at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Dec. 13 Charlotte, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 15 Golden State, 7 p.m.
Dec. 18 at Washington, 7 p.m.
Dec. 19 Oklahoma City, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 21 at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Dec. 22 Chicago, 7 p.m.
Dec. 26 Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 28 at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 29 Indiana, 7 p.m.
Dec. 31 at Houston, 7 p.m.
Jan. 1 at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Jan. 4 at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 5 Boston, 7 p.m.
Jan. 8 at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Jan. 9 at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Jan. 11 Utah, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 12 at Washington, 7 p.m.
Jan. 14 at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Jan. 16 Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 18 at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 19 San Antonio, 7 p.m.
Jan. 21 Minnesota, 2 p.m.
Jan. 23 at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Jan. 25 Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 27 at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 30 Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 2 Chicago, 7 p.m.
Feb. 5 at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Feb. 6 Memphis, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 8 New Orleans, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Feb. 13 at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Feb. 20 Miami, 8 p.m.
Feb. 22 Sacramento, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 23 at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.
Feb. 25 at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 27 at Utah, 9 p.m.
March 1 at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
March 3 at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.
March 4 at Denver, 9 p.m.
March 6 Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
March 8 at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
March 9 Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
March 12 at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
March 13 L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.
March 15 Phoenix, 7:30 p.m.
March 17 at Brooklyn, 8 p.m.
March 18 Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
March 20 Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.
March 22 Portland, 7:30 p.m.
March 24 at Milwaukee, 3 p.m.
March 25 at Indiana, 7 p.m.
March 27 at Toronto, 7 p.m.
March 29 at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
March 30 Orlando, 7 p.m.
April 1 Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
April 3 New York, 7 p.m.
April 5 Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
April 6 at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
April 10 at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
April 12 Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.
April 16 Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
April 17 at New York, 8 p.m.

SCHEDULESOUTHEAST DIVISION BREAKDOWN

be without Nene (plantar 
fasciitis) for the start of 
the season. How well they 
survive without the two will 
be the key. Okafor gives the 
Wizards size and a veteran 
presence in the frontcourt. 
The playo� s don’t appear 
to be a reality this season 
for a team that has four 
consecutive sub-.500 
seasons.
Projection: Third

Compiled by sta�  writer Chris 
Vivlamore

MEET OUR REPORTER

Vivlamore

Chris Vivlamore is the Hawks beat writer for 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He was 
previously the paper’s Thrashers beat writer 
and pro sports editor.

He came to Atlanta in 2003 after stints at 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, Courier-Post (N.J.), 
Times-Herald Record (N.Y.) and the Hudson 
Valley News (N.Y.).

He is a husband and father who is active in 
church, struggles with his golf game and 
has yet to acknowledge he’s too old to play 
basketball. 

A CONVERSATION WITH JOSH SMITH

By Chris Vivlamore
cvivlamore@ajc.com

In preparation for the 
Hawks’ regular-season 
opener Friday, The Atlan-
ta Journal-Constitution 
caught up with Josh Smith 
to talk about his expecta-
tions for the season and 
the strengths and weak-
nesses of the revamped 
roster.

Q: What are your ex-
pectations for the team 
this year, and have they 
changed since the start 
of training camp?
A: My expectations are 
the same expectations I 
set for this ball club every 
year, and that’s to com-
pete for a championship. 
I think that we have the 
talent. We have the cohe-
siveness. All we have to 
do is be able to figure out 
a way to play consistently 
together on the defensive 
end. I think when we get 
that down pat, the sky is 
the limit for this team.

Q: Would that be the 
biggest challenge with a 
revamped roster?
A: We were pretty good 
defensively the last cou-
ple of years. We’ve been 
pretty solid. We might 
just be a little undersized. 
We were undersized be-
fore, but are very un-
dersized now. But that 
shouldn’t be an issue. I 
think that we have a lot 
of feisty and competi-
tive people on this team 

that hate to lose. I think 
that will outweigh the so-
called decreases that this 
team has.

Q: The Hawks will be a 
smaller team, especial-
ly at the small-forward 
position this season. 
What are the issues de-
fending the position?
A: Night in and night out, 
you are playing a beast at 
that position. It’s definite-
ly going to be a challeng-
ing position for us, but at 
the same time we are a 
team. The 3 is just one po-

sition. Last time I checked 
there are five positions. 
We have to be able to help 
everybody out collective-
ly. One guy is not going to 
get it done.

Q: Are you comfortable 
playing small forward? 
Or would you rather 
play power forward?
A: I’m a versatile player, 
and [coach Larry Drew] 
knows whatever position 
he puts me at, I’m com-
fortable playing that po-
sition. I’m willing and al-
ways ready to step up to 

the challenge.

Q: What are the 
strengths and weak-
nesses of this team?
A: The strengths are, of-
fensively, we have a lot of 
weapons. We have a lot of 
deep threats. We are very 
unselfish. For us to be to-
gether for a little time, we 
communicate very well. 
The weaknesses are to get 
a little tougher and be a 
little more competitive on 
the defensive end consis-
tently.

Chasing a championship 
remains the season goal  

Hawks forward Josh Smith (left) is on a smaller, revamped roster built for o� ense this 
season. If the Hawks can play consistently together on the defensive end, Smith says, 
“the sky is the limit for this team.” DAVID TULIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Chris Vivlamore
cvivlamore@ajc.com

The Hawks waived 
guard James Anderson 
and forward Damion 
James on Saturday, the fi-
nal roster cuts of the pre-
season to reduce to 14 
players ahead of Friday’s 
regular-season opener.

Forward Anthony Toll-
iver made the roster as 
the only nonguaranteed 
contract. His contract 
would become guaran-
teed, if he remains on the 
roster on Jan. 10.

The Hawks go into the 
season with one few-
er player than the maxi-
mum of 15 allowed by the 
NBA. By keeping one ros-
ter spot open, the Hawks 
have the flexibility to add 
another player via trade 
or signing. 

Also, keeping Tolliv-
er adds veteran depth to 
the bench, with guard 
Jeff Teague and center Za-
za Pachulia both nursing 
sprained ankles. Teams 
can dress 13 players this 

season.
The Hawks begin the 

season by playing host to 
Houston at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day.

Tolliver had the best 
preseason numbers of 
the final three vying for a 
roster spot. He appeared 
in all seven games, start-
ed in two and averaged 
8.1 points and 3.4 re-
bounds in 18.7 minutes. 
His size, at 6-foot-8, gives 
the Hawks options at both 
forward positions.

James, a former Hawks 
draft pick, appeared in 
six exhibition games with 
two starts and averaged 
6.5 points and 6.8 re-
bounds in 19.2 minutes. 
He played 21 minutes with 
two points in the Hawks’ 
exhibition finale against 
the Pistons Friday night.

Anderson appeared 
in six exhibition games 
with two starts and aver-
aged 2.0 points and 0.7 
rebounds in 10.7 minutes. 
He played eight minutes, 
with three points, against 
the Pistons.

Hawks fi nal cuts: 
Anderson, James
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