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Long Island native Ken Atkinson is expected to land with Atlanta Hawks.

LONDON – Mike D'Antoni called the expected hiring of assistant coach Kenny Atkinson "a coup" for the 

Atlanta Hawks.

"It's great for Atlanta," D'Antoni said on Tuesday prior to the U.S. practice at East London University. "He does 

a great job with the players and in development. He's has great knowledge of the game and would be good on 

any staff."

D'Antoni, who serves as an assistant coach for the U.S., hired Atkinson in 2008 and Atkinson was the only 

coach from the D'Antoni regime that was retained after D'Antoni resigned in March. Atkinson, a Long Island 

native, has earned a reputation among team executives, coaches and players as a tireless, energetic worker 

as well as an elite coach in the area of player development. Atkinson's prize pupil was Jeremy Lin, who 

enjoyed a breakout season last year in New York before signing a three-year, $25 million free agent contract 

with the Houston Rockets.

Coincidentally, the Rockets gave Atkinson his first NBA coaching job and the organziation has tried on several 

occasions to re-hire him.

"Kenny was great for us," said Knicks center Tyson Chandler. "He did an excellent job with the guards, getting 

them ready for the games. He's a hard worker. We're going to miss him and we're going to have to find 

someone to bring that type of energy to our team."

NBA teams are investing more resources into player development as a way to lower payroll. The San Antonio 

Spurs have been at the forefront of player development for years and it is not surprising that Hawks GM 

Danny Ferry, who worked in the Spurs organization, reached out to Atkinson. Losing Atkinson is big blow to 

the Knicks and leaves Mike Woodson with a vacancy on his staff. It is unclear as to whom Woodson will hire. 

Former Seton Hall coach Bobby Gonzalez worked with the team as an unpaid player development coach 

during last month's rookie/free agent summer league in Las Vegas.
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