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NBA guard Harris shows children the ropes

Kristyna Wentz-Graff
Brandon Stennis, Cortez Thornton and Jordan Campbell (left to right) cheer on their team in a BaskEDball camp game on 

Thursday. 

Basketball camp stresses academics, other skills
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The athletic career of NBA point guard Devin Harris has taken him across 

the country - south to the Dallas Mavericks, west to the Utah Jazz, and 
now east to the Atlanta Hawks.

But he's made sure to take his talents back home to Milwaukee's north 

side.

This week, about 350 youths ages 7 to 16 attended Harris' seventh 

annual BaskEDball camp, a three-day summer program at North Division 
High School that includes activities ranging from math and science 

classes to spoken poetry workshops, Q&A sessions with Harris and 

others, and sports camps for golf and basketball.

His charity, 34 Ways to Assist, supports youth programs in Milwaukee, 
Madison, Dallas and Salt Lake City.

Harris said the academic components of the camp make important 

connections for youths between school and sports.

"You can't play sports without academics," he said.

Lakesha Simmons and Henry Williams, whose daughter was a first-time camp attendee this year, each had 

personal ties to Harris. Simmons was a caretaker for Harris' grandfather, and Williams played basketball 
against him when Harris attended Wauwatosa East High School. Both said Harris remembered them even 

after many years apart.
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NBA point guard Devin Harris' 
charity, 34 Ways to Assist, supports 

youth programs in Milwaukee, 

Madison, Dallas and Salt Lake City.
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Their daughter Kamyah, 10, a fifth-grader, showed her enthusiasm on the basketball court, guarding boys 

who were at least four inches taller than her. She credited her coaches for encouraging her and her 

teammates.

"They make us hustle and they told us not to give up," she said. "And Devin Harris doesn't want us to just 
play basketball. He wants us to learn and practice before we do it."

In addition to basketball, Kamyah was introduced to golf. She boasted that she was pretty good and offered 

newbies some swing tips.

"You have to keep your arms straight and swing it," she said.

The taste of victory was still sweet for Cordale Young, 11, a student at Holy Redeemer Christian Academy. 

He recounted his performance in a game the day before with zeal.

"Something came out in me," he said, describing the steals and rebounds he made. "I felt alive in that game. 

I felt like (Michael) Jordan. I felt like me taking flight."

The older youths held a more reserved admiration for the event and its leaders. James Arnold, an incoming 

freshman at Pius XI High School, complimented the camp attendees and volunteers for their sportsmanship.

"There's no arguing," Arnold said. "The coaches never put you down about nothing. They get to know you, 

and you can talk to them about anything."

He said he thanked Harris for the event.

He said Harris told him, "This is for you guys."
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