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HAWKS STOPPED BY SPURS, 82-76 
by Arthur Triche, Hawks PR 

LAS VEGAS, NV --- It was a struggle in the beginning, and a little choppy in spots (as you might expect in 
a Summer League game), yet despite those rough times, the Atlanta Hawks still had their chances Sunday 
before falling 82-76 to the San Antonio Spurs in their second game at the NBA Summer League at the COX 
Pavilion on the campus of UNLV. 

Taking a two-point lead into the final ten minutes of action, the Hawks were outscored down the stretch by 
the Spurs, paced by first-year forward Kawhi Leonard, who dominated with 14 of his game-high 23 coming 
in the final quarter.  Keith Benson, who had 19 in his first game Friday, followed that up with 20 points, six 
rebounds, one steal and one block in 29 minutes for Atlanta. 

"I don't think we came out with the same defensive intensity that we displayed our first game," said summer 
league coach Lester Conner.  "We didn't get a lot of shots to fall early, but I like the looks we had.  That's all 
you can ask.  This was a winnable game, but we took a step back with some of things we did tonight.  We 
will look to improve on those mistakes tomorrow afternoon." 

Atlanta made on 41.4% of their shots against the Spurs, who converted 51 percent, while both teams 
struggled from the FT line, as the Hawks missed eight of their 22 attempts (.636) and San Antonio made 
19-of-28 (.679). 

Rookie John Jenkins, who also had 19 in his first NBA contest, found things a little tougher on Sunday as 
the Spurs did a great job of denying him the ball as the Vandy sharpshooter only had four shot attempts 
after the first two quarters.  He finished with 13 points on 6-of-14 attempts and failed to make any of his 
three-point shots. 

As Conner said, it's all a part of the learning experience for the first-round pick.  "He's got to learn how to 
deal with the physicality that's going to come his way, and he will," he commented.  "They came hard at him 
early in this one, but he showed a lot of poise once he started to get going." 

Both teams stumbled out of the gate as the start.  It took four minutes before either got in the scoring 
column, with the Spurs taking the early lead.  The Hawks missed their first eight attempts and San Antonio 
missed fired on their first four until Cory Joseph's jumper brought a sarcastic cheer from those in 
attendance. 

Atlanta took control over the final six minutes, leading 16-11 after the first, behind Brad Wanamaker's five 
points.  The poor shooting dominated the first ten, with the Hawks making only five-of-14 FGs for 36 
percent, but San Antonio wasn't much better at 25% (4-16 FGs). 

While the Hawks knocked down a few more jumpers in the second (8-of-14 shooting, 57%), the Spurs 
outscored Atlanta 15-6 over the final four minutes of the half to take a six-point lead at intermission (45-
39).  Benson tallied seven of his nine in the quarter to pace Atlanta, while Wanamaker finished with seven.  
John Shurna had six, Paul Carter and Jenkins had four, and Mike Scott was held to two (he finished with 
six points and eight rebounds). 
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