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Atlanta Hawks' Devin Harris likes Danny Ferry's 
makeover

ATLANTA (AP) – Devin Harris can't wait to see the retooled Atlanta Hawks in action.

After a busy offseason with new general manager Danny 

Ferry, the new look began to take shape on Wednesday. 

The Hawks announced their trades of Joe Johnson to the 

Brooklyn Nets and Marvin Williams to the Utah Jazz for 

Harris were official.

The signing of guard Lou Williams apparently was still 

awaiting league approval.

MORE: NBA trades and signings roundup

Harris, the veteran point guard, told the Associated Press 

on Wednesday he likes Ferry's big moves.

The biggest move was trading Johnson, the six-time All-

Star with four years and $90 million left on his contract, 

for guards Anthony Morrow, Jordan Farmar and 

DeShawn Stevenson, forwards Jordan Williams and 

Johan Petro, and the Nets' second-round pick in 2017.

The only remaining holdovers from the squad that lost to 

Boston in the first round of the playoffs are center Al 

Horford, forward Josh Smith, point guard Jeff Teague and 
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By David Goldman, AP

Acquired from the Jazz for Marvin Williams, All-

Star point guard Devin Harris is a big fan of the 

moves that new GM Danny Ferry has made to 

improve the Hawks.
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backup center Zaza Pachulia. Other backups may be re-

signed.

In a statement released by the team, Ferry thanked 

Johnson and Marvin Williams for their contributions to the 

Hawks.

"We felt with the team that we had, we were probably 

going to maintain the status quo and not be able to reach 

a championship level," Ferry said. "We now have the 

opportunity to work within the new CBA in a better way 

that will allow us to move forward and be opportunistic in 

the future as we work to build a sustainable championship 

level team."

Ferry selected Vanderbilt shooting guard John Jenkins and Virginia forward Mike Scott in 

the draft.

"I'm excited to see how we all fit together," Harris said in a telephone interview.

Harris, 29, is scheduled to make $8.5 million in 2012-13, the final year of his current 

contract. He said he has not talked with any Hawks official about the possibility of an 

extension.

Harris played with the Dallas Mavericks and Nets before spending one season with Utah. 

He averaged 11.3 points with Jazz, his low mark since 2006-07 but ranked 17th in the 

league with his career-best 2.59 assists-per-turnover ratio.

Harris said the trade to the Hawks "is a great opportunity."

"Obviously, I'm coming to a team with a lot of great young talent," he said. "Obviously 

we've got some great pieces."

Atlanta also has some small pieces in its backcourt. Harris is 6-3, Teague is 6-2 and 

Williams is 6-foot-1.

Williams played both guard spots with the Philadelphia 76ers and is seen as a possible 

bridge to Jenkins at shooting guard. Any combination of Harris, Teague and Williams on 

the floor together will give coach Larry Drew a much smaller look than with 6-7 Johnson at 

shooting guard.

Drew couldn't talk about his new players at the media availability, which was before the 

deals became official. However, he did say he's prepared to emphasize speed and 

quickness in his backcourt instead of size advantages with Johnson.
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"I've always said we certainly look at positions and we try to take advantage of certain 

matchups we feel are to our advantage," Drew said. "Sometimes it's size, sometimes it's 

speed, sometimes it's quickness.

"We have to look at every position and we have to try to exploit what we perceive to be the 

advantage. Moving forward, that won't change as far as what we do. We will still look at 

matchups. If we have a size advantage, we will try to take advantage of it. In other areas 

where we feel speed and quickness may be an advantage, we will try to put them in a 

position where they can utilize their speed and quickness."

Harris set a career high with his average of 21.3 points per game with the Nets in the 2008

-09 season. His career average is 13.1.

Harris said he expects the Hawks to play an up-tempo pace, especially with a smaller 

backcourt.

"I've been with a lot of teams where we played two small guards together," Harris said. 

"Obviously, they're a team that likes to get up and down and that fits with what we do 

well."

Williams set a career high with 14.9 points a game last season. He opted out of the final 

year of his contract with Philadelphia after he was runner-up to the Oklahoma City 

Thunder's James Harden as sixth man of the year.

Williams, who played at South Gwinnett High in the Atlanta area, announced his return to 

his hometown on his Twitter account on Tuesday.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed.

For more information about reprints & permissions, visit our FAQ's. To report corrections and clarifications, contact Standards 

Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, 

phone number, city and state for verification. To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com. 

Page 3 of 4

7/12/2012http://www.usatoday.com/sports/basketball/nba/hawks/story/2012-07-11/new-look-atlanta-...



[?] 
USA TODAY is now using Facebook Comments on our stories and blog posts to provide an enhanced user experience. To post 

a comment, log into Facebook and then "Add" your comment. To report spam or abuse, click the "X" in the upper right corner of 

the comment box. To find out more, read the FAQ and Conversation Guidelines.  

  

Home News Travel Money Sports Life Tech Weather

Sponsored Links

QUAN Smart Stock Pick 
Investors Excited About Company - 
Don't Miss Out, Buy Shares... 
www.BestMicrocapStock.com 

Invest in GRST for Gains 
100% Revenue Growth is just the 
beginning for this explosive stock! 
healthcare-sector.com 

GTSO Up 27% Yesterday 
Investors React to Company's Big 
News - Get... 
www.TopMicrocapStock.com 

  Buy a link here   

USA TODAY Digital Services

Mobile E-Newsletters RSS Twitter Podcasts Widgets e-Edition USA TODAY for iPad Kindle

Reprints & Permissions USA TODAY Topics Reporter Index Corrections/Clarifications

Visit our Partners: USA WEEKEND

Contact us Advertise Pressroom Jobs FAQ Reprints/Permissions Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights

© 2012 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co. Inc.

 

Facebook social plugin

 

Page 4 of 4

7/12/2012http://www.usatoday.com/sports/basketball/nba/hawks/story/2012-07-11/new-look-atlanta-...


