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ATLANTA (AP) - The Atlanta Hawks selected Vanderbilt 

shooting guard John Jenkins with the 23rd pick in newly named general manager Danny Ferry's first NBA draft with the 

team on Thursday night. 

Jenkins (6-4, 212) led the Southeastern Conference in scoring two straight seasons, including his average of 19.9 points as 

a junior in the 2011-12 season. He made at least one 3-pointer in in his last 60 games. 

"He is if not the best shooter in the draft, he's top two,'' said Hawks coach Larry Drew. 

"This kid was off the radar. You talk about making shots, you talk about someone who in the game you have to defend at 

all times. This kid is certainly a guy who fits that profile.'' 

Ferry was named the Hawks' president of basketball operations and general manager on Monday. He scouted draft 

prospects in his former role as vice president of basketball operations for the Spurs. 

Atlanta selected Jenkins one pick after Boston drafted Syracuse center Fab Melo, who had been seen as a possible Hawks 

pick. 

Jenkins was a prominent prospect in the Hawks' draft plans. He was invited to the Hawks for two pre-draft workouts, a sign 

of obvious high-level interest. 

"Both times he absolutely shot lights out,'' Drew said. "You can never have enough shooters. We're very happy he was 

available.'' 

Jenkins will give the Hawks a much-needed 3-point threat. He will play behind All-Star Joe Johnson but also could join 

Johnson and point guard Jeff Teague in three-guard lineups. 

The Hawks expect Jenkins to fill the high-scoring role off the bench, much like former sixth man Jamal Crawford. 

Drew said Jenkins doesn't slash to the basket like Crawford but is more of a pure shooter. 

"This kid can go off the dribble but he can really (shoot) off screens,'' Drew said. "It's just a matter of him getting just a little 

daylight to get the shot off. He has range.'' 
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Atlanta hoped veteran forward Vladimir Radmanovic would provide a 3-point threat off the bench last season, but 

Radmanovic averaged only 4.5 points while making only 50 3-pointers. His playing time decreased through the season. 

This is an important draft for Ferry and the Hawks, who have only six players under contract: Johnson, Teague, Al Horford, 

Josh Smith, Marvin Williams and backup center Zaza Pachulia. 

The Hawks also have the No. 43 overall pick in the second round. 

a/div> 

More NBA 
Latest NBA News 

Ian Thomsen: Shake a Magic 8 Ball on this year's draft class -- cannot predict now  

Hornets pick Davis No. 1; 'Cats get Kidd-Gilchrist  

Odom may be headed to Clips in three-team deal  

Sources: Timberwolves making run at Pau Gasol  

Riley eager to see how champions can improve 

NBA Truth & Rumors 

Kings had Robinson going No. 2  

Ainge: Sullinger issues short-term  

Free-agent chaos beckons 

NBA Video 

More from SI.com 
Latest News 

Chris Mannix: Observations from NBA draft night  

Today's Wimbledon results: Men  

Tiger on course at AT&T 

Video 

SI Writers 

Ben Glicksman: Behind the scenes at the draft  

Kelli Anderson 
Kelli Anderson: Phelps, Schmitt trade laughs, support, Olympic trials victories  

Chris Mannix: Observations from NBA draft night 

SI Photos 

 
2012 NBA Draft 

predictions 

 
Top NBA prospects 

sound off 

 
One Hour at Pre's 

Rock 

 
The Daily Fix 

Page 2 of 3Hawks draft Vandy's high-scoring John Jenkins - NBA - SI.com

6/29/2012http://cnnsi.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Hawks+draft+Vandy%27s+hig...



Copyright � 2007 CNN/Sports Illustrated.  

 

  

 
NBA's No. 1 Draft 

Picks in the Lottery 

Era 

 
NBA Draft Fashions 

 

 

 

Find this article at:  

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/basketball/nba/wires/06/28/2030.ap.bkn.draft.hawks.1st.ld.writethru.0507 

 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  

 

 

Page 3 of 3Hawks draft Vandy's high-scoring John Jenkins - NBA - SI.com

6/29/2012http://cnnsi.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Hawks+draft+Vandy%27s+hig...


