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Crazy Times, Crazy Numbers 
A final look at the bizarre 2011-12 Atlanta Hawks season by numbers. 
By Jon Cooper 

Everyone knew that the shortened 2011-12 NBA season was going to be a little unorthodox. 

But regardless of having to deal with bizarre scheduling and overcoming a mountain of ill-fated and ill-timed injuries, the 
Atlanta Hawks found a way to not only persevere but finish in the top half of the Eastern Conference then give the 
Boston Celtics fits in a hard-fought six-game first round of the Playoffs.  

The season may not have ended the way they would have liked and certainly earlier than they planned — a claim every 
team but one will eventually make — the Hawks fought to the end and made things interesting (for better or for worse).  

Here is a final numerical look at just some of the events and accomplishments that made 2011-12 interesting. 

3 - The number of teams in the Eastern Conference that had more home wins than Atlanta's 23. Only Chicago (28), 
Miami (26), and Boston (24) topped Atlanta at the Highlight Factory. Indiana also had 23 home victories. 

3 - The number of teams in the East that had more road wins than Atlanta's 17. Chicago (24), Indiana (19), and Miami 
(18) had more road victories than the Hawks. 

4 - The number of overtime periods the Hawks totaled in back-to-back games on Jan. 5 against Miami, a triple-overtime 
116-109 loss, and at Charlotte, a 102-96 win. Atlanta became the third team ever to follow a three-OT effort with an 
extra-period session the following night. 

5 - The most common margin of victory in the regular season. The Hawks had eight games decided by five points, 
winning seven of them. 

6 - The number of consecutive All-Star Game berths earned by Joe Johnson, following his selection for the 2012 game. 
It's the most since Dominique Wilkins had nine straight from 1986-94. 

7 - The number of games decided by 23-or-more points. The Hawks won all seven of those games. Atlanta was 10-4 in 
games decided by 20-or-more points. 

8 - The number of overtime games played by the Hawks this year. That ties a franchise record, set three times 
previously — in 1980-81, 1991-92 and 2006-07 — and includes the second four-overtime game in Hawks history and 
ninth in NBA history. Atlanta beat Utah, 139-133, on March 25, at Philips Arena, in the Hawks' third game in three days, 
with travel between each game. Atlanta was 3-0 in that stretch.  

9 - The number of games Atlanta played in the first 12 days of the season. The Hawks were the only team to have such 
a stretch, but made the most of it, going 6-3. 

10 - The number of active players with 10,000 points and 2,500 assists. Johnson became the 10th member of the club 
when he scored his 10,000th point on Feb. 14 at the L.A. Lakers. 

11 - The number of wins in 13 games played on Friday during the season. It was the only double-figure-wins day of the 
week, with Wednesday coming in second (7). Ironically, Atlanta lost its lone Friday Playoff game, dropping a 90-84 
decision in Game Three in Boston. 

11 - The number of different starting lineups unsaid in 2011-12. The Hawks had winning records with seven of them and 
a .500 record with another. All three lineups with losing records were 0-1. 

9 - The number of games in which the Hawks used their Opening Night starting lineup of Marvin Williams, Josh Smith, Al 
Horford, Joe Johnson and Jeff Teague. They were 6-3 in those games. 

13 - The number of years since Atlanta had a winning record on the road prior to the 17-16 mark in 2011-12. 

13 - The number of wins in January by the Hawks, who went 13-5. The last time Atlanta won that many games in a 
month was January of 1997, going 14-2. 

14.0/4.2 - Point guard Jeff Teague's 2012 Playoff totals. That's nearly six points and three assists more than his career 
playoff averages heading into the 2012 postseason. It's also up more than a bucket and almost one helper more than 
last season, when he averaged 11.8 points and 3.5 assists per game. 

16 - The number of days guard Jannero Pargo missed after suffering appendicitis on March 18 in Cleveland that 
required an emergency appendectomy. He missed only 10 games. Pargo returned on April 4 against Charlotte, scoring 
12 points on 5-for-7 shooting (2-for-4 from three) in 16 minutes. 

 16.8/11.6 - Forward Josh Smith's playoff point and rebound totals. That's more than a point over his career playoff 
scoring average (15.6) and 5.0 rebounds over his career postseason rebounding average (8.6). 

25/5/5/6/4 — Smith's points, rebounds, assists, blocks and steals in the Jan. 7 game against Chicago. He became only 
the fourth player ever to put up such numbers in a game. 

30/17/7/4/3 - Smith's points, rebounds, assists, steals and blocks on Feb. 15 against Phoenix. Only LeBron James (on 
Jan. 11, 2008) has put up those kinds of numbers in all five categories in a game since 1973, when the NBA started 
keeping track of steals and blocked shots. 

22 - The number of opponents held under 100 points in Atlanta's final 24 road games. That includes two of the three 
games in the Boston series. The Hawks were second in the NBA in points allowed in road games (92.1 ppg). 
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22 - The number of wins in 29 games when Josh Smith scored at least 20 points. 

36 - The margin of victory in the season opener, a 106-70 victory at New Jersey. The margin of victory was the largest in 
franchise history and only the third time in NBA history that a road team won by more than 35 in a season-opener. 

37.0 - Atlanta's three-point shooting percentage from three-point range. That was fifth in the League. Willie Green led the 
team, hitting 44.2 percent of his attempts, seventh in the NBA. The Hawks had five players in the top 40 in three-point 
shooting. In the Playoffs, however, the Hawks shot only 31 percent from behind the arc, with Green taking only four 
attempts (he made one).  

38 - The number of times in 44 games that Atlanta won when scoring at least 90 points. 

38.8/84.8 - Joe Johnson's three-point shooting and free throw percentage. The former is his second-best shooting 
season, while the latter is a career best. 

49.9/7.9 - Zaza Pachulia's field goal percentage and rebounding averages. His field goal percentage was a career-best 
while his rebounding total matched his season-best, 2005-06, his first season in Atlanta. 

51.3/4.0 - The field goal percentage and rebounding total of rookie Ivan Johnson. He was third among NBA rookies in 
shooting and fourth in rebounding and his three double-doubles tied for sixth. 

63.6 - Marvin Williams' three-point shooting percentage in Games Five and Six. Williams shot 3-for-6 in Game five, then 
went 4-for-5 in the final game. The four three-point FGMs was a career-playoff high. The hot hand carried over from the 
regular season, when Marvin shot a career-best 38.9 percent from behind the arc during the season. 

66 - The number of starts made by point guard Jeff Teague. He was one of only two Hawks to make it through the 66-
game season unscathed. Josh Smith was the other. 

76.2 - Smith's free throw percentage in the playoffs. It's his best shooting in four years and is second in his career to 
2007-08, his first career playoff series.  

81.5 - Smoove's free throw shooting total in two series against Boston. Josh has made 53 of his 65 attempts from the 
charity stripe against the C's. 

83 - The number of games lost to injuries by Atlanta bigs Al Horford (55), Jason Collins (21) and Zaza Pachulia (7). 
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