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Nearly three weeks after the end of the Hawks’ season, general manager Rick Sund’s future with the team 

remains up in the air.

Sund’s contract expires at the end of June and he’s had discussions with the team’s owners about re-signing. 

But Sund said today no agreement has been reached to return for a fifth season.

“We have had a little bit of discussion but we’ve been focusing so much on putting closure to the season,” 

Sund said. “Nothing has been resolved at this point. We will have some more discussions and then the 

process will play itself out at some point and time. I’m here until July 1.

“Have I thought about it? Yes. Have I focused on it? No, because we just have too much that had to be done 

here in the last two weeks.”

Sund is scheduled to leave tomorrow for the scouting event in Minneapolis. He said he also still has to conduct 

exit interviews with a couple players.

Sund declined to comment on the details of his discussions with Hawks owner or say which factors play a role 

in his decision. 

“I’m not going to talk about it until the process plays itself out,” he said. “It will probably happen relatively soon.”

In addition to re-signing with the Hawks, Sund’s potential options include an advisory role with either the 

Hawks or another club. Sund, who turns 61 next week, also could opt for retirement.

Sund replaced Billy Knight in 2008. The Hawks had their streak of second-round playoff appearances 

snapped at three with the loss to Boston.

Sund described Atlanta’s regular season as “unbelievably great” in light of the significant injuries suffered by 

key players. He said the playoffs were “disappointing” because the goal is to be one of the top two teams in the 

Eastern Conference.

“Having said that, we have to look at our club and say where are the areas we can improve, what can we do 

without taking a step back,” he said. “So we will have to explore all opportunities.”

Check back later for more from my interview with Sund.
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