
Celtics can't seal deal in Atlanta, lose 87-86
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Game Story: Celtics can't close out series

Game 5 Celtics vs Hawks - A back-and-forth battle ends 
with a missed opportunity for the Celtics, as the series is 
sent back to Boston

Can the Hawks win the series?

Tim Welsh joins Sports Tonight to explain why he 
believes the Hawks can win this series.

Final 1 2 3 4 Tot
Boston 21 19 24 22 86

Atlanta 15 25 26 21 87

Preview | Box | Recap 

Celtics lead series 3-2
 Leaders Boston Atlanta

Points 2 tied with 16 A. Horford 19

Rebounds 2 tied with 7 J. Smith 16

Assists R. Rondo 12 J. Smith 6

     
ATLANTA — It looks like the funeral procession for 
the Atlanta Hawks will have to wait as the Hawks 
come alive in the nick of time to extend their season 
with an 87-86 win over the Boston Celtics in Game 5 
of their best-of-seven series.  
 
A 3-pointer by Paul Pierce cut Atlanta's lead to 87-
86 with less than a minute to play. After getting a 
stop defensively, Pierce pulled up for a mid-range 
jumper that barely grazed the rim as it went out-of-
bounds. 
 
The C's couldn't force a turnover, so they fouled Josh 
Smith with 10.9 seconds to play. 
 
Following a pair of time-outs by the Hawks, Rajon 
Rondo stole the ball but lost it out of bounds as time 
expired. 
 
The C's will look to close out the series once again, 
this time in Boston on Thursday. 
 
Atlanta made a lineup change with Al Horford and 
Marvin Williams being inserted into the starting 
lineup.  
 
Horford was huge down the stretch, finishing with 
19 points and 11 rebounds. Williams was 
instrumental in the Hawks taking control near the 
end of the first half. He had 15 points which included 
a pair of 3s in the second quarter that was part of an 
Atlanta surge to end the half.  
 
Atlanta went ahead by double-digits with 12-0 run in 
the third quarter, but the Celtics closed out the 
quarter with a 10-0 run to come within 66-64 after 
three quarters of play.  
 
Boston had its chances to go ahead early in the 
fourth, and eventually did so on a rainbow floater 
with 9:14 to play that put the C's ahead, 70-68. 
 
Although Rondo was in full takeover-mode in the 
second half, the C's got a surprisingly strong 
contribution from seldom-used center Ryan Hollins.  
 
His energy and hustle helped the C's get into the bonus in the first half. And it was that same energy that 
helped the C's finish the third quarter with a strong run.  
 
Hollins also contributed some offensively, and his timing could not have been better in the second half when 
Rondo connected with him on an alley-oop to tie the game at 68. 
 
Boston eventually went ahead by four following a 3-pointer by Ray Allen. But the Hawks countered with an 8-1 
spurt to lead, 77-74 with 6:23 to play. 
 
The down-to-the-wire finish was in stark contrast to the game's early beginnings. 
 
Boston opened the game with an 11-3 run, looking to bury the Hawks early and never look back.  
 
The Celtics spent most of the first half with the lead, only to allow the jump-shooting Hawks to catch fire with 
four consecutive 3-pointers that put them ahead, 40-37. 
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It appeared that would be the score at the half, but the Celtics got yet another unexpected play from Rajon 
Rondo, a buzzer-beating 3-pointer, to tie the game at 40 after two quarters. 
 
Boston certainly had to feel somewhat disappointed with the score being tied. But on the road, in a close-out 
game?  
 
The C's fully expected that Atlanta would not go down without a fight, even if a number of their core players 
were seemingly resigned to the idea that this was most likely their last game of the season.  
 
That all changed with Marvin Williams in the second quarter. He had eight points at the half which included a 
pair of 3-pointers in the second that sparked a 12-4 run by Atlanta.  
 
For Boston, they were led in the first half by Brandon Bass' 10 points. Bass, who had more double-digit scoring 
games this season than all the C's except Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett, had failed to reach double figures 
scoring in five of Boston's last six games dating back to the end of the regular season. He finished with 14 
points. 
 
HOT SHOT: Al Horford had 19 points and 11 rebounds, but none bigger than the final four points he scored 
for Atlanta in the final 2:20 of play. The Hawks had a number of players step up, but none delivered like 
Horford. "You're fighting for your life out there. I wanted to bring energy tonight," Horford said. "We needed 
to win this game." 
 
IN-N-OUT: Avery Bradley was 1-for-2 from the field, but he logged just 18 minutes and for the most part, had 
little impact on the game. It's unclear how much his sore left shoulder had to do with his minutes being so 
limited. But one thing is clear. The C's will need more from the 6-2 guard in Game 6 on Thursday.  
 
SUPER SUB: While Ray Allen's 15 points was huge in keeping the C's afloat, Kirk Hinrich's seven points off 
the bench for Atlanta was a pretty big deal as well. Coming off the bench for the first time in this series, 
Hinrich got five of his seven points during the second quarter which is when the Hawks began to make a surge 
that ultimately propelled them to victory. 
 
TURNING POINT: After a 3-pointer by Paul Pierce cut Atlanta's lead to 87-86, the C's rebounded a Jeff 
Teague miss with 29.8 seconds to play. Ten seconds later, Pierce went for what would have been a go-ahead 20
-footer that would have been good from about 19-feet. Boston had one last chance after that to steal the win, 
but the ball went out of bounds off of Rajon Rondo who moments earlier came up with a steal. The missed shot 
by Pierce. The ball going out of bounds off of Rondo. Both were missed opportunities which in many ways, 
summed up the kind of night it was for Boston.  
 
QUOTE OF NOTE: "This is the team they started the season with. They now have it, so now we have to deal 
with it." - Celtics coach Doc Rivers. 
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