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ATLANTA — The Celtics [team stats] will be under two 
forms of pressure when they host the Atlanta Hawks in 
Game 6 of their Eastern Conference quarterfinal series 
tonight at the Garden.

Hawks forward Josh Smith said exactly that following 
his team’s 87-86 victory Tuesday night in Game 5 at 
Philips Arena.

Smith feels the internal pressure shifts to Celtics, who 
lead the series 3-2, to win at home and avoid a Game 7 
in Atlanta. And Smith said the Hawks plan to exert some 
external pressure on the C’s at both ends of the floor.

“They are probably feeling good about going home, 
going back up there and being able to close it out up 
there,” Smith said. “I can see how the pressure goes 
back on them at home and the pressure on us to force a 
Game 7. They are going to want to try and close it out at 
home. They don’t want to come back down here for a 
Game 7.

“I can see where there is a little added pressure on them. But at the same time we have to apply more pressure 
on them by being the aggressors when we come to the next game.”

The Hawks feel emboldened after surviving an elimination game at home. Atlanta coach Larry Drew reconfigured 
his starting lineup to look like it did back in December before injuries forced him to make alterations.

All five starters reached double figures in scoring, led by center Al Horford, who was playing in his second game 
since suffering a torn pectoral muscle on Jan. 11. Horford led all scorers with 19 points, and he completed a 
double-double with 11 rebounds.

Smith (13 points) expects more of the same from the starting five in Game 6.

“We didn’t want the season to end here and we played like it,” Smith said. “Now we have to come out and do it 
again before a rabid crowd in Boston. We have to try to control the momentum of the game and get back here for 
Game 7.”

Smith is confident the Hawks can maintain the defensive intensity that carried the night in Game 5. Atlanta held 
Boston to 44.2 percent shooting from the field and won the rebounding battle, 41-33.

“This is a passionate ballclub that wants to win,” Smith said.

Horford has displayed no lingering effects from surgery to repair the chest injury.

“We had our backs to the wall and different guys stepped up at different times,” Horford said. “We can’t be nothing 
but confident and we know it is going to be a big challenge. But we got embarrassed the last time we were up 
there and we are aware of that. But this is a different situation for us and we are going to give it all we have.

“Josh did a great job controlling the paint and I was just trying to piggy back behind him and get rebounds as well. 
He’s been doing a good job of that all year.”
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