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ATLANTA — Joe Johnson extended the Hawks’ season 
alongside the four players he began it with.

Atlanta coach Larry Drew threw together a throwback 
lineup last night, and it helped defeat the Celtics [team 
stats], 87-86, in Game 5 of their Eastern Conference 
quarterfinal series.

Drew’s biggest move was to start center Al Horford, who 
missed 55 games with a torn pectoral muscle. Horford 
led the five Atlanta starters in double figures with a 
game-high 19 points along with 11 rebounds.

Forward Marvin Williams was the Hawks’ hot hand early 
and finished with 15 points. Forward Josh Smith had a 
dominating sequence in the fourth quarter and netted 13 
points with a game-high 16 rebounds. The backcourt 
tandem of Johnson and Jeff Teague combined for 31 
points and nine assists.
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The performance provided a glimpse of what the Hawks could have been had injuries not altered the team’s look.

“It feels great, man, to just have Al back out on the floor,” said Johnson. “With this condensed season and so 
many injuries, especially in the postseason, it felt great to have a full deck with everybody healthy. (It) is just a 
blessing.”

Horford was the unknown variable in Drew’s reunion plans for the Hawks’ original five. Horford played in his first 
game since Jan. 11 in Atlanta’s 101-79 loss in Game 4 on Sunday.

Horford played 20:19 off the bench in that game and contributed 12 points and five rebounds. He came back last 
night with a 41-minute outing and provided the Hawks with a long shadow in the low post, as well as a kick-out 
option for Teague and Johnson.

“Al Horford was absolutely huge tonight,” Drew said. “His ability to move around at times when we were forced to 
make switches on defense and his foot speed enabled him to stay with the ball. Offensively he gave us a 
presence down there and he made some big shots for us tonight. I didn’t want to bring him back early in the fourth 
(quarter), but it was a close game and you could feel the momentum shifting. He was a superman for us down the 
stretch.”
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The Hawks nearly gave it away, however, when Celtics point guard Rajon Rondo [stats] stole Smith’s inbounds 
pass in the game’s final seconds. Rondo ran up the court, but Horford forced Rondo to the left and used his length 
to smother the smaller guard. Rondo was unable to get a pass or shot off before the clock expired.

“I didn’t want to let Rondo shoot a jumper over me,” Horford said. “You’re fighting for your life out there.”
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