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It’s premature to say that Atlanta changed the series by inserting Al Horford into the flow at center, but the Hawks 
have given the Celtics [team stats] something serious to consider.

Horford played 11 regular-season games before tearing a pectoral muscle Jan. 11. He had surgery six days later 
and didn’t play another minute until Game 4 of this first-round series.
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He broke out with a 19-point, 11-rebound performance in Atlanta’s Game 5 win Tuesday night. Coupled with the 
reemergence of Marvin Williams as a starter, and Atlanta’s move back to its bigger roots, the Celtics are facing a 
team more closely aligned with the one that took them to seven games in the first round of the 2008 playoffs.

“If you look at the Hawks over the years, that’s pretty much their original lineup,” C’s captain Paul Pierce [stats] 
said. “They’re finally healthy at this stage in the playoffs. They won with that lineup (Tuesday night).

“(Horford) brought a lot of energy. He spreads it more than a lot of centers with the way he knocks down shots. 
He’s an All-Star, so he was huge with his presence.”

The Celtics had a variety of reactions to the problem.

Doc Rivers, as always, is resolute about the merits of his system.

“It doesn’t do much for us,” the coach said. “We’re going to do the same stuff. But this is the team they started the 
season with, they now have it, and now we have to deal with it.”

Brandon Bass, whose matchup against Josh Smith won’t change regardless of other moves in the Atlanta lineup, 
also believes the secret lies within.

“I don’t think it’s about them. It’s about us and our coach,” the Celtics forward said. “We just have to come out with 
a better approach next game and continue it for 48 minutes. Then you’ll see a different result.”

Asked about Horford, Bass said, “I don’t care. I only care about what we do and how we play.”

The Celtics’ effort to account for Horford, however, will have to be redoubled.

All too often the center was able to pop out along the baseline for open jumpers off of Jeff Teague’s drives 
Tuesday night.

Though the Celtics somehow won the paint scoring battle with a 38-34 edge, the Hawks finished repeatedly at the 
rim.

“Al Horford had a huge effect on the game,” Ray Allen said. “He made shots when they rotated, and it forced us to 
rotate the second and third guy, and he rolled. He was able to get into his scoring area. We have to be more 
alert.”

Expect to see a lot more of the backup center combination of Greg Stiemsma and Ryan Hollins, then. The latter 
had particular success mixing it up with the Hawks big men, though as Rivers readily admits, you never quite 
know what the hyperactive Hollins will do on the floor.

“He was big for us,” Pierce said of Hollins. “There’s going to be times through the rest of the playoffs where guys 
get to step up. We’ve seen it already from our guys this year.”

Beyond dealing with Atlanta’s beefed-up attack, the Celtics have a multitude of Game 5 shortcomings to deal with.

“I try not to look at it like this is the game where we have to close them out,” Allen said of Game 6 tonight. “All we 
have to do is small things, take care of what we do well, and everything else will take care of itself. I don’t want to 
put the cart before the horse and think about (tonight).”

Rivers believes the Celtics simply have to return to the principles that guided their success in Games 3 and 4.

“When you look at the last couple of games we had great motion and movement, and we didn’t have any of that 
(Tuesday night),” the Celtics coach said. “We were a stagnant basketball team. In the first quarter it was terrific, 
but we missed a lot of open shots.

“It’s funny, even though we had the lead, I told our coaches that (Atlanta) had a lot of open shots they missed. 
Then they started making them and they got their confidence up.”
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