
Celtics swoop in for kill 

Wounded Hawks fall prey 
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The Atlanta Hawks were like Napoleon in Russia, forced to throw their wounded at the advancing enemy.

Josh Smith went out there with a bum knee. Al Horford, previously considered a first-round scratch because of a 
torn pectoral muscle, gamely put his body on the front line.

Seconds later, on the last play of the first quarter, Kevin Garnett spun past the Hawks center for a basket and 
went to the free throw line to convert the three-point play. Garnett’s power spin was a good barometer. The 
Celtics [team stats] already led by 13 points, and were headed to far greater heights in last night’s 101-79 Game 
4 win over Atlanta.

The C’s own a 3-1 Eastern Conference quarterfinals lead, and they can close out the series in Atlanta tomorrow 
night.

As Paul Pierce [stats] said with a laugh after the Celtics’ grinding Game 3 overtime win, there’s nothing wrong 
with ugly. There’s also nothing wrong with 60 percent of your shots falling — which is how well the Celtics shot 
over the first three quarters last night, before garbage time lowered that number to a more earthly 51.2 percent.

It’s a far cry from the Celtics’ Game 1 loss in Atlanta, when they shot 39 percent and scored 74 points. Garnett 
called for better offense after that game, and his gift finally arrived last night.

“We were all locked in. Sometimes individually we get a little dysfunctional at times, but (last night) everybody was 
very communicative,” Garnett said. “Guys were giving tips. I don’t like to bring up the past, but these were some of 
the things we’ve done in the past. There was a lot of dialogue (yesterday). You could tell in the layup lines how 
guys were focused in. We could feel it. And we carried that onto the court. That was big.”

The result was an extension of the tone set by Paul Pierce, and his 36-point Game 2 performance.
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The Celtics captain, despite bruising his left knee in the second quarter, returned in the third to polish off a 24-
point night on 10-for-13 shooting — in 17 minutes.

Rajon Rondo finished with 20 points and picked up 13 of his 16 assists in the first half.

Meanwhile, the Celtics’ own wounded thrived. Avery Bradley, who ditched the shoulder brace he wore during 
pregame workouts, scored six points in 19 minutes and didn’t need a trip to the trainer’s room.

Ray Allen’s shot continued to fall — last night at the rate of 12 points on 5-for-9 shooting, including 2-for-3 from 
downtown.

Glossed over by the fireworks, though, was the same Celtics formula.

“Our defensive energy is what really got us going,” Rivers said. “I think they had eight turnovers, maybe 10 in the 
first quarter. We had over 24 deflections at halftime. If we have that number for the game, we’d be very happy. So 
I thought that got it started.

“I thought we ran (last night), you know? We talked about walking the ball — we’ve got to stop walking the ball up. 
I thought everybody, not just Rondo, responded to that. I thought the bigs, like Kevin, ran the floor, and gave us 
space. It was just a nice way of playing.”

Befitting this kind of night, the Celtics hit their first 10-point lead (25-15) late in the first quarter, their first 15-point 
lead (34-19) on the first play of the second, their first 20-point edge (48-27) midway through the second, and early 
in the third broke the 30-point barrier (72-41).

Two minutes later they hit their biggest lead of 37 points (80-43). Only garbage time pulled them back to earth.

Article URL: http://www.bostonherald.com/sports/basketball/celtics/view.bg?articleid=1061129787 

Romneys take in Celtics game 
/news/us_politics/view.bg?articleid=1061129825 

Hawks face playoff elimination after Celtics rout 
/sports/basketball/celtics/view.bg?articleid=1061129815 

Avery Bradley back in action 
/sports/basketball/celtics/view.bg?articleid=1061129790 

 
Contact us  |   Print advertising  |   Online advertising  |   Herald history  |   Send a news tip  |   Electronic edition  |   Browser

$ave on Boston Herald Home Delivery 

For back copy and collectible issue information please call 617-619-6265.  Click here for Celtics, Patriots and

  

 

Related Articles: 

Page 2 of 3Celtics swoop in for kill - BostonHerald.com

5/7/2012http://bostonherald.com/sports/basketball/celtics/view.bg?articleid=1061129787&format=text



© Copyright by the Boston Herald and Herald Media. 
No portion of BostonHerald.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. 

0.025983 : cached : vowl2.heraldinteractive.com 
celt1061129787_2012-05-07 06:54:19_text_1_0_0 

Page 3 of 3Celtics swoop in for kill - BostonHerald.com

5/7/2012http://bostonherald.com/sports/basketball/celtics/view.bg?articleid=1061129787&format=text


