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WALTHAM — It’s abundantly clear that punishment hasn’t mellowed Rajon Rondo [stats]. He was fighting for 
each inch of the interview when he made his first public comments following a one-game suspension for making 
contact with a referee last Sunday.

Doc Rivers had told reporters that Rondo thanked his teammates for defeating the Hawks without him and 
evening the series at 1-1 on Tuesday. But the petulant point guard wasn’t carrying any contrition when he stepped 
onto the practice court and into the firing squad of pens and microphones and cameras yesterday.
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“The end result is all that matters,” Rondo said. “If there had been a different result, it would have been very 
difficult. But since we won, it felt like we won the series already.”

(Yeah, like that last sentence isn’t going to be cut out and enlarged and placed in front of every Hawk’s face.)

Rondo was asked about the appreciation he showed to his teammates — he ran down the tunnel at Philips Arena 
and hugged Kevin Garnett — and whether he felt he let his teammates down by missing the game.

“I didn’t feel like I needed to say thank you for getting this win,” Rondo replied. “We’re trying to get as many wins 
as possible. You know, they’ve won without me before, so it’s not the first game I’ve missed. I’ve missed (for) 
injuries and suspensions. It’s just a big win because this is the playoffs. You know, every win counts.”

And about the letting them down thing?

“No,” he told the TV reporter. “Do you feel like I let them down?”

There followed an exchange of “I’m just asking you” before the conversation moved on.

And you know what? It just doesn’t matter if he wants to be that way with us — if Rondo wants to act as if it’s no 
big whoop that he wasn’t there for his teammates in a playoff game.

There would, however, be an issue if he were taking the same attitude with his teammates. And while there are 
reports that was the case after his two-game suspension for throwing a ball at an official in February, Rivers said 
Rondo was a different hand grenade this time. Hence the thanking of mates.

“He understood it,” said the coach. “Rondo’s no dummy. He understood the pickle we were all in, and it was great 
to see that. It was good.”

But while Rondo was acting yesterday as if all this doesn’t faze him, there is no question he thought about the 
incident and the penalty from the league and its effects. There had to be some conclusions he reached.

“Just try not to let my emotions get the best of me,” he said, “but I’m an emotional player. I try to keep my 
composure and my emotions to myself and quiet, but it was a heat of the battle moment. I wanted to win, and 
people make mistakes. I’m not on trial.”

At some point though, one would think Rondo has to acknowledge his importance to the Celtics [team stats].

“But we still got the win,” he countered. “I’m important to this team. Everybody’s important to this team one way or 
another. Obviously I’m the starting point guard for this team, but that’s what guys get paid to do. There’s 15 guys 
on the roster. Guys stepped up. They played well. Regardless of how we got the win, we got the win.

“It’s just the game we play. I’m going to go out there and play the same way I play every night. It’s just a different 
sport. In hockey, a guy is celebrated when he does something crazy. But obviously in this game it’s a lot different. 
Like I said, that’s part of it. You learn from your mistakes. It’s not the end of the world. I only got suspended one 
game. The great thing about it is the series is 1-1 and we’re in Boston.”

But the all’s well that ends well approach doesn’t hold Aquafina. Indeed, the Celtics won Game 2, but 34-year-old 
Paul Pierce [stats] had to play more than 44 minutes for them to do it. And 35-year-old Kevin Garnett had to play 
40 minutes. If there is a residual effect, Rondo will be back on the stand in front of a jury of his peers.

But it’s not likely he’ll crack on the witness stand. Even when told Rivers expected him to come out hard in Game 
3 and he was asked about having something to prove, Rondo played verbal defense.

“I don’t have anything to prove,” he said. “Why would I have anything to prove? I just want to win. That’s it.

“I’m confused about why you guys would think I have anything to prove. I mean, it’s a game I’ve been playing my 
entire life. The world knows what I can do. Like I said, the world knows what I can do. I’ll continue to go out there 
and play and do what I do best and be the best point guard in the NBA.”

But even if Rajon Rondo won’t admit it in front of us, it’s important he understands that being the best point guard 
in the NBA requires, you know, being on the court.
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