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ATLANTA — The final boxscore really doesn’t portray enough, though it speaks quite eloquently.

Paul Pierce painted a masterpiece in Game 2 last night — part Claude Monet, part Sherwin-Williams. Ever the 
impressionist, the Celtics [team stats] captain seemed to flow with his mood across the Philips Arena canvas, 
from graceful flights to power moves. Then Pierce got on a ladder, took a brush and a can of paint, and filled in the 
stat sheet. He went for 36 points, 14 rebounds and, alas, came within two turnovers of a triple-double to keep it 
interesting.

But even more remarkable than all that was the fact the 34-year-old, playing the entire second half, still had 
enough left to produce 13 points on 5-for-7 shooting and take down four rebounds in the fourth quarter. Pierce had 
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fully half of the Celtics’ points in the period as they came from behind to outscore the Hawks and claim an 87-80 
victory and an even series.

That he was able to do all this when everyone in the state of Georgia knew he had to, well, that’s why this one will 
reside among the best-ever performances by a man with many.

With Ray Allen hurt and Rajon Rondo [stats] suspended, there was no secret to the Celtics attack.

“It ranks right up there when you factor in no Ray, no Rondo,” coach Doc Rivers said. “Literally, the only way we 
were going to win the game — I mean, that was the only way we were going to win the game — is if Paul played 
like that.

“He knew that. So did they, yet he still did it. It just tells you how special he is.”

Said Atlanta coach Larry Drew, “He didn’t do anything that we didn’t expect from him tonight.”

And Pierce started doing it directly from the opening tip. Five seconds into the game he scored on a fast-break 
layup. Two minutes and 15 seconds into the night, he had all nine Celtics points.

“I felt I had to do everything,” Pierce said later. “I mean, with Rondo being out, a lot of responsibility falls on me 
with the playmaking, scoring, rebounding. But that’s all part of it. A number of guys stepped up tonight, not only 
myself.”

True enough, the Celtics got important contributions from people like Keyon Dooling, who hit the club’s first 3-
pointer after 19 misses to start the series. And there was help in guarding Joe Johnson from Marquis Daniels and 
even Mickael Pietrus, the latter of whom had a difficult night otherwise.

“That enabled me to be more aggressive on the offensive end and do the things that I could do to help the 
ballclub,” Pierce said.

But while he is right to share the credit, the lion’s share rests with him.

“He was a monster,” Rivers said. “He was great — his leadership, his intensity. . . . His leadership was absolutely 
terrific.”

His endurance in going 44:21 was something beyond even that. And it was entirely necessary to keep the Celts 
from a 2-0 series deficit that would have made this weekend at the Garden very tight.

“A lot of experience, confidence, you know, being in those moments, believing in yourself, coaches that believe in 
you, teammates that believe in you — it’s a combination of all those things,” Pierce said in explaining his evening. 
“Just the confidence that you have so many people that believe in you whether you succeed or fail. There’s a lot of 
times I’ve failed to just put me in this position now.

“But it was a team win. I can’t take all the credit for this. A lot of guys really contributed. Defensively KG (Kevin 
Garnett) was amazing, just helping off on Joe Johnson and Josh Smith all night, clogging up the lane, rebounding, 
taking big shots, making big free throws. Keyon was big with the two big 3s when the game could have went either 
way when we were down like nine or 10.”

Late in the game, as he left the court for a timeout, Pierce went down to a knee in a gesture that has unfairly 
become known as Tebowing.

“It’s not pre-scripted; it just came to me,” he said. “You just like to thank God for putting you in these positions.”

And the Celtics would just like to thank Paul Pierce [stats] for getting them even in this first-round series.
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