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Pistons play Hawks tough but fade in fourth 
quarter
BY VINCENT GOODWILL / THE DETROIT NEWS

Atlanta— The Pistons and Atlanta Hawks are developing a habit of playing nailbiters.

Although Friday's game wasn't of the last-second variety like their previous two meetings, it was anybody's 

game with three minutes left.

But as usual against athletic teams, the Pistons fell short, losing 101-96 at Philips Arena. Jeff Teague led 

the Hawks with 24 points, 11 assists and five rebounds. It ended the Pistons' three-game winning streak.

Rodney Stuckey came off the bench in his second game back from his left hamstring injury to lead the 

Pistons with 27 points, three rebounds and three assists, although he had to pull himself out during a 

stretch in the fourth, only to re-insert himself shortly thereafter.

As was the case against the Wizards, 76ers and Hawks, the Pistons, at times, looked overwhelmed by the 

opposition's athleticism at key positions. The Hawks threatened to blow the Pistons out, leading by 12 at 

the end of the third.

Jeff Teague went around them, Josh Smith flew over them and, not to be forgotten, Ivan Johnson, far from 

a household name before Al Horford's shoulder injury, bullied the Pistons with 16 points, making eight of 12 

from the field.

Pistons coach Lawrence Frank was annoyed that Teague was able to penetrate the Pistons defense so 

easily, especially off Pistons' miscues (17 turnovers).

"They had 30 (points off turnovers). Teague had 15 (conversion points) himself," Frank said. "He was a 

load to handle all night. We fought back and put ourselves in position but couldn't convert when it mattered 

most."

Despite all that went against them, the Pistons worked themselves into an 81-80 lead with 7:57 left in the 

fourth quarter. It seesawed until the Hawks finally put the Pistons back on their heels with a 90-85 lead with 

a little over three minutes to go.

The run was spearheaded by Stuckey, who labored with his injured left big toe but played through it to 

score 12 in the fourth. He refused to talk about either of his injuries, stating he'll be ready for Sunday's 

game in Miami.

"I'll be fine," he said. "It doesn't matter how well I played tonight, because we still fell short."

Stuckey played most of the second half with Will Bynum, who came off the bench for his second straight 

strong performance. It was needed with Frank viewing the starting five as ineffective. The Hawks got off to 

an 11-2 start to the game and started the third in similar fashion.
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Bynum sparked the Pistons with 15 points and four rebounds, and even blocked Hawks center Zaza 

Pachulia on a layup attempt, then went end to end for a layup early in the fourth.

But easy opportunities came few and far between while the Hawks got plenty, led by Teague, with a little 

help from Smith, who's exactly the type of athletic wing who has given the Pistons trouble all season.

"It's a shame because we're working our tails off to get back (on defense) but we have to make the game a 

little bit easier," Frank said. "He's a borderline All-Star. You're not going to shut him out. You can live with 

that, but you can't live with the other things."

With his home crowd groaning at the sight of him taking jumpers instead of driving, Smith hit two in a row 

after the Pistons took the lead in the fourth. He finished with 22 points and 12 rebounds, with his share of 

open court baskets and easy scores off penetration.

"Defensive breakdowns, it shouldn't have happened," said Stuckey, who was as perturbed as Frank was.

"But it did and we were still in the game."

Frank foresaw this Thursday night, when John Wall sliced through the Pistons defense for 28 points and 10 

assists. Wall didn't have nearly enough help but that wasn't the case two nights in a row.

Teague didn't come in with Wall's No. 1 pick credentials but shares some of the same attributes: quickness 

and a willingness to get in the lane with the bigs.

"It's not one on one, it's a total commitment to form a wall, load to the ball so there are no seams," Frank 

said.

"I don't want to say we gave them gift baskets, but all those points add up
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