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ATLANTA — Kevin Garnett, in one of his more caustic rants of the season, called Atlanta Hawks guard Jeff 
Teague a “nobody” earlier this year.

Teague, after burying two huge shots (including a 3-pointer) in the last 3:06 of the Celtics [team stats]’ 83-74 
Game 1 loss to the Hawks last night, was given the option of taking the bait. He instead chose the route of a 
gentleman.
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“He’s been a star in this league,” Teague said. “He can say what he wants. We’re just going to continue to play 
team ball and try to get wins. If we continue to play hard, then we can beat them just like we did (last night). We 
have to continue to keep playing this way.”

Indeed, on a night when the Celtics lost their focus early and their composure late, the Hawks seem remarkably 
channeled.

“I saw a couple of seats that were open (last night), and if we could fill those up that would be great,” said Josh 
Smith, referring to the Hawks’ notoriously fickle crowd. “We’ll definitely need the crowd with homecourt 
advantage.”

Allen sits it out

A day after saying he wouldn’t allow his status to become a game-time decision, Ray Allen attempted to make a 
game-time decision.

The result was the Celtics guard’s 15th scratch in the last 20 games due to bone spurs in his right ankle. Coach 
Doc Rivers once again moved Mickael Pietrus into Allen’s sixth-man role and moved on.

Though Rivers didn’t buy into the suggestion that Allen’s continued problems might force him to miss the entire 
conference quarterfinal series against the Hawks, he also doesn’t have a good idea of when Allen will return.

“It’s going to be day to day, game to game I guess,” said Rivers. “That’s just what it is. What we do (to replace 
him) will be dictated by the game. I assume MP, but the game could dictate someone else.”

Allen went out for his customary pregame workout after, as is also customary, being the first player to get to the 
arena.

He started to shoot, but in the process of moving from one shooting station to the next, had trouble flexing his 
ankle. He stopped on several occasions to rotate it with his heel planted on the floor, apparently to little good.

Pachulia down and out

Hawks center Zaza Pachulia, officially out for the series due to a sprained right foot, will miss one thing especially 
over the next two weeks.

“I hate it, especially not being able to play the Celtics,” said Pachulia, who back during the 2008 first round had 
several memorable physical encounters with Garnett and Kendrick Perkins [stats]. “It’s a great atmosphere.

“Even though I’m in my ninth year, I’m not used to having to wait like this. I hate that,” said Pachulia. “You just 
can’t beat the time line.

Flip side of coaching

Just as Lawrence Frank enjoyed operating out of the spotlight last season as Rivers’ assistant, Flip Saunders 
likes the early feel of his new job as the Celtic coach’s playoff consultant.

Saunders, fired early in the season as coach of the Wizards, now gets to quietly observe.

“It’s nice,” he said. “It’s nice from the standpoint of watching and observing. From my standpoint, when you come 
in you don’t have any preconceived notions of how the guys play. Sometimes it’s good to take the temperature of 
the team that way. It’s a good experience.

“I’m another set of eyes. Just kind of watching how they put their game together. I’m fairly close to Doc. . . . He 
asked if I wanted to come and follow him around.”
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