
C’s fall brick by brick 

Horrible shooting night ends with Rondo booted 
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ATLANTA — They escaped the first round in 2008 without winning a road game in Philips Arena. But after last 
night, with homecourt advantage no longer an asset, the Celtics [team stats] may have to admit they need a new 
GPS.

Last night’s 83-74 loss to the Hawks was rooted in one of their coldest openings of the season, and culminated in 
a late meltdown by the one player who appeared to be oblivious to the cold.

The moment of no return came when Rajon Rondo [stats] (20 points, 11 assists) was thrown out of the game 
with 41 seconds left for complaining and bumping referee Marc Davis after teammate Brandon Bass was called 
for a foul during a fight for a loose ball.

The Celtics, trailing 78-74 at the time, fell seven points behind when Joe Johnson hit a free throw and Josh Smith 
followed with two more.

The free throws capped one of the most impressive postseason performances of Smith’s career — a 22-point, 18-
rebound classic that was immune to coverage from Kevin Garnett.

And now the Celtics are forced to revisit this season’s most numbing theme: the prospect of playing yet again 
without one of their stars.

Rondo was suspended for two games after throwing the ball at a referee during a Feb. 19 game at Detroit, and the 
Celtics lost both games without him (in Dallas and Oklahoma City) to fall two games below .500.

But that was also during the Celtics’ worst stretch of the season.
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The Celtics have since come back as one of the most resilient teams in the NBA. They’ll need that quality 
tomorrow night, with Rondo expected to draw the one-game penalty that is almost always attached to contact with 
a referee.

“It’s Doc’s system, and Doc’s system is predicated toward hard work and playing hard,” Garnett said of coach Doc 
Rivers. “You want certain personnel at certain positions, but the team is built so that you can put certain pieces in 
the structure to where we can continue.

“Rondo is the (leader). But obviously you have other pieces that you can manipulate to keep things going. We’re 
going to continue to be who we are, and right now the effort is going to be better for Game 2.”

Though the Celtics had recovered from their early struggles by the time Rondo was tossed — they outscored the 
Hawks in the last two quarters after getting rolled by a 31-18 margin in the first — they were done in as much by 
those early problems as Rondo’s loss of control.

The bench finished the night with four points — a basket each from Greg Stiemsma and Keyon Dooling. Mickael 
Pietrus, who the Celtics need to provide reserve punch in Ray Allen’s absence, went scoreless and attempted 
only two shots.

Bass finished with eight points, but didn’t attempt a shot in the first half. Avery Bradley, who will have a big role to 
fill in the event of a Rondo suspension, shot 4-for-12 without an assist.

Overall the Celtics went 0-for-11 from 3-point range. Prior to warming up for a 20-point, 12-rebound double-
double, Garnett struggled through a 1-for-9 first half.

Indeed, their early shortcomings were too plentiful to list.

“We kind of eased into the game,” Paul Pierce [stats] said. “We always establish ourselves early defensively, and 
we definitely didn’t do that tonight. They got every loose ball. They got every 3-point shot. They got everything 
they wanted in the first, and then it was like in most boxing matches.

“You get your guard up, then you take your guard down, then you punch and you’re like, OK, we’re in a fight. 
We’ve got to realize we’re in a fight from the jump. That’s all there is to it.”

Maybe so. But the Celtics have to come back with a quick counterpunch.

“It’s a group effort,” Garnett said. “The starters have to be the ones to initiate, and the rest will follow.”
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