
Time to reignite passion 

Ill will still bubbles in wake of wild ’08 series 

By Mark Murphy  |   Sunday, April 29, 2012  |  http://www.bostonherald.com  |  Boston Celtics 

ATLANTA — It was the series that introduced players 
like Rajon Rondo [stats], Glen Davis, Leon Powe, 
Josh Smith and Al Horford to the ratcheted heat of 
playoff basketball.

In 2008, the Celtics [team stats] and Hawks locked up 
in a ferocious first-round encounter that many at the 
time thought had sapped too much energy out of the C’s 
too early in the postseason.

The Celtics, on their way to the NBA title, didn’t win a 
road game until the Eastern Conference finals against 
Detroit. Overall, they played 26 of a possible 28 playoff 
games, and that grinding routine started with their seven
-game triumph over Atlanta.

Those passions don’t fade. The teams still don’t like 
each other. Zaza Pachulia still triggers competitive 
disgust in Kevin Garnett. Joe Johnson still likes nothing 
better than sticking a late dagger in the Celtics team that 
originally drafted and then traded him.

But more than a mere playoff series, Doc Rivers believes that the makeup of the two teams may depend on 
winning this showdown — the Celtics near the end of the new Big Three era, and the Hawks perhaps at a 
crossroads with their current mix of talent.

“They know who they are now and we know who we are,” the Celtics coach said. “Both teams are playing for 
survival, really. If we win this series and keep moving on, then you will want to build on this team. If they win, 
something could happen to us, and if we win, you may not see that same Atlanta team. Both teams are playing for 
survival.”

And those passions from 2008 linger. They have to, according to Rivers.

“I think it’s very fresh,” he said. “When you go through a series you never forget it. When you play that team during 
the regular season, the bad blood that happened stays. It never leaves. It’s amazing.

“I was in the league for 13 years, and for 12 years we went to the playoffs,” Rivers said of his playing days. “And 
every year you played a team that you could play 10 years later, and the same feelings are there. It never leaves. 
The same hatreds are there.

“Which is good.”

The 2008 first round was Rondo’s first NBA playoff series. It was quite an introduction to the real season for the 
Celtics point guard, who was in his second season at the time.

“It was a roller-coaster. The entire playoffs that season was a roller-coaster,” Rondo said. “Every season is like 
that, but especially that year. It was that way until Detroit came in here (in the conference finals) and won a game, 
and then we had to win one on the road. It was a tough series for me in my first playoffs, but it was a fun 
experience.
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“I didn’t know what to expect. I wanted to do what was best for the team, and we got a championship. Hopefully 
we can repeat.”

Rondo then paused. His thoughts turned to those 26 games the Celtics needed to win the 17th title in franchise 
history. There have been less grueling roads to the mountaintop.

“Not the same method, maybe, going 7-7-6-6 that year in the playoffs, but hopefully we can do something with it,” 
he said. “We won every game at home and (Atlanta) did the same thing. It was a good thing we had homecourt. 
Now it’s vice versa, so we have to make sure we get one on the road this time.”

And never mind about the talented-but-skittish reputation the Hawks have developed since the spring of 2008.

“Well, they showed us a lot of heart in that series we played, I can tell you that,” Rivers said. “I can only go by my 
information, and they were a tough group. That team was young. But they’re a tough-minded group now. Joe 
(Johnson) has evolved into the leader that they want him to be.

“We know each other pretty well. We’ve seen each other a lot over the last three years, so there isn’t a lot of 
mystery. They know what we do; we know what they do. They have homecourt, they have a lot to play for; we 
have a lot to play for.”
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