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Hawks survive reserve-laded Celtics team

By Chris Vivlamore  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:38 p.m. Friday, April 20, 2012 

The Hawks defeated the Celtics — who were missing three-quarters of their offense — Friday night. And 

they got all they could handle in the process.

Beyond that, there was little to gauge in an often-ugly 97-92 victory at Philips Arena.

The Hawks took a 1 1/2-game lead over the Celtics in the race for home-court advantage in their likely 

Nos. 4 vs. 5 playoff matchup. But you can forget this Hawks-Celtics game being a first-round playoff 

series preview. The Celtics team that took the court Friday resembled nothing of the one that will play in 

the postseason.

Boston was without Kevin Garnett (rest), Paul Pierce (rest), Ray Allen (ankle), Rajon Rondo (back) and 

Mickael Pietrus (knee). They are five (three starters and two key reserves) of the team’s top seven 

scorers in points per game, averaging a combined 68.8 points of the team’s 92.1 points (75 percent).

Willie Green scored eight consecutive fourth-quarter points, including two 3-pointers, to give the Hawks a 

five-point cushion, 85-80. They needed every point.

The Celtics closed the gap to one point before Joe Johnson scored four points and had a steal with less 

than 45 seconds remaining. A basket by Josh Smith gave the Hawks a six-point lead with 32.3 seconds 

left. Jannero Pargo and Vladimir Radmanovic made free throws to seal the victory.

The Hawks (38-25) won their third consecutive game and seventh of their past nine. They have three 

home games remaining in the regular season before starting the postseason April 28 or 29. They won 

the final game of the season series with the Celtics after losing the first two games by a combined five 

points.

The Celtics (37-27) lost for only the 10th time since the All-Star break (22-10). With two home games 

remaining in their regular season, coach Doc Rivers chose to get his team healthy and rested for the 

postseason even if it cost them home-court advantage in the first round.

“Obviously we would love to get home-court [advantage], but we also want to be healthy and we want to 

be fresh,” Rivers said.

Johnson led the Hawks with a game-high 30 points. Smith added 19 points and 12 rebounds.
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Avery Bradley, one of two regulars for the Celtics, gave the Hawks fits. He scored a career-high 28 

points.

The Celtics erased a 12-point deficit by outscoring the Hawks 23-16 in the third quarter. They tied the 

game, 72-all, on E’Twaun Moore’s 3-pointer. Smith answered with a basket to give the Hawks a 74-72 

lead heading into the final quarter.

The Hawks, who led by as many as 12 points in the first half, took a 58-49 lead into intermission. 

Johnson had 23 points at the break, including 11 of the Hawks’ final 13 points.

The Celtics’ last lead was 7-6 before the Hawks went on a 10-0 run in the first quarter to take control. 

Throughout the first half they could never put the reserve-laded Celtics away in some play that was 

sloppy at times.

The Hawks had 19 turnovers leading to 25 Celtics points.
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