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Larry Drew initially said he would start Jason Collins at center but left open the possibility of changing 
the lineup if Tyson Chandler doesn’t play. It turns out Chandler will sit, Landry Fields starts and 
Amar’e Stoudemire is at center. Drew will counter with Josh Smith at center and Marvin Williams at 
power forward. 

•

Zaza Pachulia remains out and Drew said he’s still not sure if he will be available for the start of the 
playoffs: “I’m hoping so. He’s certainly doing better than, from my understanding, what they had 
anticipated. There is some progress with the injury and where he is with it.” 

•

Al Horford put his chances of being ready for the first round at 70 percent. Drew: “We are keeping our 
fingers crossed but we are not totally counting on him. We don’t want to have wishful thinking. When 
they told us about the surgery that the probability would be very slim so at that point made our mind up 
we would not get him back.” 

•

Drew said he anticipates Horford would play “not very many” minutes if he returns: “We would have to 
work him in gradually. I wouldn’t want to throw him right into the fire. I know his conditioning is not very 
good because he’s been off for so long. It would be a gradual process to get him back adjusted. It will 
really be how he feels. When you lay off for that long it’s tough to get your legs under you.” 

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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