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A slow start and a sloppy finish were reminders the Kings have a ways to go from being a 

good team.

Sacramento looked lethargic early and out of sync late in a 106-99 loss to the Atlanta Hawks 

on Sunday at Power Balance Pavilion.

"We came out sluggish, and it bit us in the (butt) in the end," Kings center DeMarcus 

Cousins said. 

The Kings began the game with six turnovers in the first quarter and a level of energy that 

was noticeably different from Friday's victory over the Dallas Mavericks.

Why?

"Probably because we played against the Dallas Mavericks, the world champs," Kings guard 

Isaiah Thomas said. "And that's kind of what immature teams do. We're inconsistent. We 

only get up for the great games, the big teams. But we've got to get better, and we've got 

to learn to get up for every team, because every team in this league is good."

The Hawks are above .500 and in sixth place among Eastern Conference playoff hopefuls.

The Kings have the second-worst record in the Western Conference.

"We're chasing everybody," Kings coach Keith Smart said. "We're not someone that can sit 
up top and realize that teams are going to play to our level.

"We have to move our level up to be able to chase a team. We didn't have that – we kind of 

played an even game."

That even game kept the Kings ahead 52-51 at halftime and tied 66-66 with 5:36 left in the 

third quarter before the Hawks (24-17) went on a 22-8 run for an 88-74 lead with 9:12 left 
in the game.

The Kings pulled within 96-91 with 2:42 to play but missed shots, and turnovers then 

prevented any chance of completing a game-winning rally.

Cousins was on his way to a great game (he finished with 28 points, 12 rebounds and three 

steals) but had only two points and three field-goal attempts playing 7:05 of the fourth 
quarter.

Cousins sat 40 seconds into the fourth quarter following his fourth foul but said he felt fine 

returning to the game.
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"I really don't know what happened," Cousins said. "It really wasn't tough for me to get into 
a rhythm (after sitting). I was feeling it tonight. I don't know what happened (in the fourth 

quarter)."

The Kings (14-27) also didn't do enough defensively to give themselves a chance to win. 

After shooting well in the first half (52.5 percent), they shot only 40.5 percent in the second 

half and finished at 46.3 percent.

"We didn't execute very well at the end of the game, and that's something we have to 

continue to work on," said Kings guard Jimmer Fredette. "That's basically the bottom line. 

We didn't get the shots that we really wanted to get, and that's why we didn't make them."

The Hawks were steady all night and finished at 51.2 percent. The Kings had shot at least 50 

percent in winning their previous two games.

"I'm trying to get our guys to understand that the game is not going to be won all the time 
with your offense," Smart said. "It's going to have to be won with your defense, and we 

didn't have that overall tonight."

Josh Smith led the Hawks with 28 points to go with six rebounds, three steals, three assists 

and three blocked shots. Joe Johnson had 21 points, six assists and four steals. 
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Follow The Bee's Jason Jones on Twitter @mr_jasonjones and read more about the team at 

www.sacbee.com/kings.
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