
 

Joe Johnson's late game heroics push Atlanta over Cleveland 

Cavaliers in OT, 103-102
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ATLANTA – Rookie Kyrie Irving again 

demonstrated his late-game flair, putting 

the Cavaliers in a position to win. 

On this night, however, he was no match 

for Atlanta Hawks' Joe Johnson, a six-time 

All-Star who struggled with his shot all 

game until it really counted. The Hawks' 

small forward forced overtime with a 3-

pointer at the buzzer and contributed 

seven more points in the extra session to 

lift Atlanta to a 103-102 win in Phillips 

Arena. 
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Enlarge 

Cleveland Cavaliers Antawn Jamison, left, reacts after an official's call 

in favor of the Atlanta Hawks as Cavaliers head coach Byron Scott 

argues in the background during the fourth quarter of an NBA 

basketball game, Wednesday, March 21, 2012, in Atlanta. Atlanta won 

103-102 in overtime. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

Cleveland Cavaliers lose close one to Atlanta Hawks, 103-102 
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Johnson, who finished with 22 points, hit 

what proved to be the decisive bucket with 

18 seconds left on a 15-foot jumper. That 

afforded ample time for Irving to burnish 

his reputation as one of the game’s best 

young closers.

The Cavaliers called timeout and elected to 

go the length of the floor rather than take 

it out at half court. Everyone knew what 

was coming.

Irving, who has three game-winning 

baskets in his first 43 games, dribbled the 

ball at the top of the key, drove left 

against Jeff Teague, but couldn't get to the 

rim. His 19-foot bank shot drew iron. 

Alonzo Gee grabbed the offensive rebound 

and, in one motion, tried laying the ball 

into the bucket only to see it rim out. 

"I thought it was in, but it happens," said 

Irving, who had 16 of his team-high 29 

points after the third quarter and had nine 

assists and nine rebounds. "Law of 

averages, you are not going to make every 

one." 

It was a tough way for the Cavs to extend 

a seven-game losing streak against 

Atlanta. They appeared in great shape with 

1:25 left in overtime and leading by six points. But the Cavs came unhinged as a defensive gamble and 

crucial foul allowed the Hawks to pull level at 101. 

Gee tried to intercept a pass and couldn't 

get the ball. That left Johnson wide open 

for a corner 3-pointer. At one point late in 

the fourth quarter, the Hawks veteran was 

2-of-13 from the field and 0-of-4 from behind the arc. He ended the night 7-of-19 and made his last three 3-

point attempts. 
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While Johnson hurt them late, Josh Smith killed them all night. He registered 32 points, 17 rebounds and 

five assists. He tied it with 58 seconds left as he converted a driving layup and 3-point play as he was fouled 

by Antawn Jamison, who wore down over the final minutes. 

"I'm disappointed with the way it ended," Cavaliers coach Byron Scott said. "I think we played pretty hard 

but we just made bade decisions in overtime." 

It didn't appear OT would be necessary after Irving made a spinning layup in the lane with 5.4 seconds left 

to give the Cavaliers a 91-88 lead. The Hawks called timeout to set up a play. The Cavaliers had a foul to 

give, but elected not to use it. Gee, who was guarding Johnson, got screened on the in-bounds play and 

Anthony Parker could not get to the top of the key in time. 

Scott was asked about the decision not to foul. 

"We figured we would just play solid defense at the end of regulation instead of foul," he said. "They did a 

good job of getting a good look at it." 

The Cavaliers had been whipped in their first two meetings against the Hawks this season, including a 103-

87 setback on Sunday. Their poorest road effort occurred here at The Highlight Factory on Jan. 21 in a 121-

94 setback. But Scott’s club offered a much better effort this time.

As was the case Monday against New Jersey, the Cavaliers started quickly in scoring a season-high 36 points 

in the first quarter. They converted 10 of their first 12 shots and committed just two turnovers in building a 

33-17 lead. As also was the case Monday, they got sloppy in the second quarter and squandered a 16-point 

advantage. 

They made six turnovers and center Tristan Thompson had trouble maintaining possession as he powered to 

the basket. The Hawks finished the quarter on a 28-11 run behind 10 points from Smith. The Cavaliers, who 

entered the game averaging a league-low 22 points in the second quarter, managed just 17 against the 

Hawks. 

Jamison finished with 23 points, but just two after the third quarter. Manny Harris, seeing his first significant 

playing time, had 11 points and six rebounds off the bench. 
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