
 

 

 

Bucks 108, Hawks 101 

Ellis' big fourth quarter helps lift Bucks over 
Atlanta 

By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel 
March 27, 2012 

Milwaukee Bucks forward Ekpe Udoh smiled knowingly as he stood at his locker. 

Yes, this was the real Monta Ellis, the one Udoh had seen countless times when the two were Golden 
State teammates. 

The Bucks shooting guard bounced back from a horrible shooting night in New York with a dazzling 
33-point display, lifting the Bucks to a 108-101 victory over the Atlanta Hawks on Tuesday night at the 
Bradley Center. 

"What else can you say?" said Udoh, who arrived with Ellis in a trade deadline deal March 14. "He 
came out there, hit his shots and was aggressive, got to the foul line. 

"They really saw who he was tonight." 

Ellis sank 7 of 9 shots in the fourth quarter and scored 17 of his points as the Bucks (23-27) moved 
within two games of New York for the eighth spot in the Eastern Conference playoff chase. 

"It was just something about today; I was just light on my feet," Ellis said. "I was just moving. I went 
into one of my modes and it felt good. 

"I was happy I was in it and I just kept going with it. I'm glad I was able to show the Bucks tonight and 
take this game and build off it." 

Ellis started his fourth-quarter surge with a steal and dunk, and he immediately followed with two 
jumpers. 

The Bucks had missed six straight shots and trailed by three points before Ellis pilfered a pass by Jeff 
Teague and raced in for his dunk. 

"It really got the fans back into the game," Ellis said. "Once we got the fans back in the game, it really 
lifted us back up." 

The Hawks cut an eight-point lead to four with 1:41 remaining, but Bucks coach Scott Skiles called a 
timeout and Ellis scored on a 15-foot jumper with 1:27 left. 
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"We were setting him off screens and seeing if he could rise up and shoot, and he knocked it down," 
Skiles said. 

"We battled tonight; we were clearly fatigued. I thought they were, too. They had four overtimes the 
other night (Sunday). But when push came to shove and we needed to make a play, we made it." 

The Bucks were able to withstand a 30-point, 18-rebound performance from Hawks forward Josh Smith. 
Forward Ivan Johnson came off the bench to score a career-best 17 points on 7-of-7 shooting. 

Atlanta (30-21) had its four-game winning streak snapped as the Bucks took advantage of 22 Hawks 
turnovers, converting them into 25 points. 

Ellis had been frustrated with his performance Monday when he went 2 of 14 and scored just four points 
in an 89-80 loss to the Knicks at Madison Square Garden. 

"The guy has done it a lot; he's been a plus 25-point-per-game scorer," Skiles said. "You can't expect 
him to have games like (Monday) night very often. That's not who he has been in his entire career. 

"It was nice to see him shake it off. He needed it." 

Skiles termed it an unselfish 33 points as Ellis went 15 of 24 from the field and led the team with eight 
assists. 

"I believe I never got credit for anything I did but scoring," Ellis said. "With me, it's just a simple 
basketball play. If I've got two defenders on me that means somebody's open. 

"With this team we can pass the ball so well, why not continue to pass it? We've got a lot of guys that 
can hit open shots." 

The Bucks also got 18 points and six assists from point guard Brandon Jennings and 16 points and five 
assists from center Drew Gooden. 

Udoh, making his first start with forward Ersan Ilyasova out with a back injury, had eight points, a team-
high 10 rebounds and three blocked shots. 

And Luc Richard Mbah a Moute, who started for an injured Carlos Delfino, added 12 points, five 
rebounds and two steals in 33 minutes. 

Mike Dunleavy Jr. finished with 13 points and four rebounds in another strong performance. 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/144469805.html 
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