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Hawks’ Zaza Pachulia Off The Trading Block?
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NBA franchises sometimes don’t know what kind of assets they possess on their roster until 

they’re gone out of the door.

Whether it’s the high scoring franchise player who receives the majority of the headlines or 

the reserve big man who consistently contributes the things found outside of the nightly box 

score each guy on truly successful teams play a pivotal role.

This theory fully applies to the 2012 Atlanta Hawks who lost All-Star center Al Horford for the 

remainder of the season just eleven games into the current campaign.

Usually this type of long term injury would be a fatal blow to a team’s playoff aspirations, but 

Horford’s replacement, Zaza Pachulia, has filled in admirably by averaging 8.1 points and 8 

rebounds on 52 percent shooting as a full-time starter this season.

However if things went as initially planned last year, head coach Larry Drew wouldn’t have 

had the luxury of calling Pachulia’s number off the bench in Horford’s absence.

“Last year I was very close to being traded,” Pachulia told HOOPSWORLD reflecting on the 

drama of last year’s trade deadline. “It was tough. It wasn’t easy. I won’t lie. I didn’t have 

experience with the trade deadline and after getting used to this city, the fans and the arena 

– this is my home. The [trade] talks lasted a tough couple of days. During my career I 

haven’t been traded often, only after my first year when Charlotte came into the league with 

the expansion draft. They picked me and traded me right away to Milwaukee and that was 

the only time. My last six or seven years I’ve been here with the Hawks.”

Pachulia admittedly battled through a tough stretch from a mental standpoint after hearing 

the trade chatter last year, but quickly understood the move the Hawks were trying to make 

was business motivated and had nothing to do with the dedication he shows to his craft, his 

overall game or presence in the locker room.

“Everybody knows this is a business,” Pachulia said. “You really can’t control it. If you are 

traded to a different team, you’re going to still play basketball with a NBA jersey but just in a 

different system. You just have to be smart and not listen to all this stuff. If you’re here, play 

hard. True professionals are more respected around the league. If you end up going to 

another team, you have to do the same thing by bringing your presence and experience. 

That’s how you have to look at it.”

The Hawks have been one of the most successful teams in the league in recent memory, 

reaching the playoffs four consecutive seasons and the second round the past three 

campaigns.

But it’s the inability of the team to advance past the second round which has driven 

persistent speculation on Hawks executive vice president and general manager Rick Sund’s 

potential willingness to break up the club’s core if progress isn’t made this season.

The heightened expectations from the fans and media placed on the team haven’t been lost 

within the locker room. The players do feel the heat.

“Honestly our schedules are so crazy we don’t have the time to read into many rumors,” 

Pachulia said with a laugh before turning serious.  “But of course, expectations are high. I 

remember just a couple years ago we were the young team full of prospects of the future, 

but now the addition of the older players has given us the status of a veteran team. We know 

the clock is ticking for everybody.”
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