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There's an old line about how to win in basketball — it's not about X's and O's as much as Jimmies 

and Joes. But not, it seems, Zazas.

The Atlanta coaching staff drew up a beautiful X's and O's play with 2.2 seconds left Tuesday night, 

but Zaza Pachulia missed an open layup in the final ticks of overtime and the Nuggets escaped with a 

118-117 victory at the Pepsi Center.

On the final play, Denver zeroed in on Hawks star Joe Johnson. After a pick pushed Arron Afflalo out 

of the play, Al Harrington picked up Johnson. But with the ball being inbounded from under the 

basket, somehow Pachuliua slipped into the lane untouched, until Danilo Gallinari spotted Zaza.

"I don't know why he was wide open" said Gallinari, who forced Zaza to readjust in midair. "So at the 

last moment I just jumped at him, because it was the only option I had."

This was a quality win for the Nuggets, who are 6-2 since the all-star break and 24-19 overall. And to 

think, they could be 8-0 since the break — the loss to Cleveland was by one point and the loss to 

Memphis was by three.

In overtime Tuesday, Nene made two free throws (he's shooting only 66.1 percent) that gave Denver a 

118-117 lead with 26.6 seconds left. "I was like Ray Allen," Nene said with a smile.

Johnson missed an off-balance layup and with 3.5 seconds left, the loose ball was tipped off Nene's 

hand out of bounds.

Gallinari had played four games since returning from his ankle injury and each performance was 

dreadful, at least from a shooting standpoint. In the four games, Gallo shot only 20 percent from the 

field. At practice Monday, coach George Karl said Gallinari needed to attack the basket and find 

easier baskets. Well, in the first three minutes Tuesday, the forward found himself on the foul line, 

thanks to dribble penetration. He continually attacked the basket throughout the game and fared much 

better than the previous quartet of showings, scoring 19 points.

He also hit the game's biggest shot.

With 3.9 seconds left, he inbounded the ball for Denver, finding Nene, who promptly passed it back 

to Gallo in the right corner. With an outstretched arm in his face, Gallo hit a difficult 3-pointer — 

how do you say "closer" in Italian? — and Denver took a one-point lead.

"I thought it came out of my hand pretty good," Gallinari said. "I fell down while I was shooting the 

shot. I was laying down as I saw it go in."

Nene had an active game, blocking multiple shots and hitting some soft jumpers. Like Gallinari, he 

looked rusty in previous games, but Tuesday he finished with 22 points, six rebounds and five assists.
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However, Nene made two crucial mistakes in the final minute of regulation, shooting an ill-advised 

jumper and then allowing the Hawks' Josh Smith to spin past him for a frighteningly easy basket.

Afflalo didn't have the shooting night he had hoped for — going 3-for-10 and scoring only seven 

points — but after Johnson lit up Gallinari for a couple of baskets in overtime, Afflalo took over. He 

smothered Johnson in the final minute, forcing an airball (and an ensuing shot-clock violation). He 

also forced a key Johnson miss as well.

After the game, Karl smiled when discussing the final Zaza shot. "Our luck, in a lot of situations, 

hasn't been good," Karl said.

A reporter said: "Have you watched the replay of the final shot?"

"No."

"Do you want to watch the replay of the final shot?"

"Not really," Karl said. "I'd like to go drink a beer."

What you might have missed 

Nene scored 22 points — Denver is now 4-0 when he scores 20 or more points. ... Ty Lawson made 

four 3-pointers for just the second time in his career. ... Denver has won four straight games against 

Atlanta.

Final thought 

Gritty win with a little luck too.

Up next 
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