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Cleveland Cavalier Manny Harris came into the game and scored some 

points against the Atlanta Hawks in the fourth quarter in Cleveland 

Sunday, March 18, 2012. 

Cleveland Cavaliers lose to Atlanta Hawks, 103-87 gallery (10 

photos)
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CLEVELAND, Ohio -- When rookie power 

forward Tristan Thompson was informed 

he would be the Cavaliers' new starting 

center on Sunday against the Atlanta 

Hawks, he had a simple strategy. 

"We have to come out early and hit them 

in the mouth," he said, remembering how 

the Hawks pounded the Cavs in the first 

meeting this season. 

Instead, it was the Hawks who did the 

punching in a decisive 103-87 victory at 

The Q. 

"First of all, that's a pretty good basketball 

team," Cavaliers coach Byron Scott said of 

the Hawks, 26-19 and currently sixth in 

the Eastern Conference. "Second of all, I 

thought in the first quarter, they came out 

and, as we would say, punched us in the 

mouth and I don't think we ever really 

responded after that. 

"It was pretty even throughout the game 

after that. I thought they came out very 

aggressive from the start. We didn't come 

out aggressive enough. That's the bottom 

line." 
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Joe Johnson had 28 points, 13 in the first quarter when the Hawks built a 12-point lead, and Zaza Pachulia, 

the Atlanta center who has two inches, 50 pounds and eight years of experience on Thompson, added nine 

points and 12 rebounds. 

"He's a big guy," admitted Thompson, who finished with seven points and six rebounds. "He lays his body on 

your back. He definitely outworked us tonight, which is unacceptable. I take that on myself, being the five 

right now. You can't have that happen." 

Alonzo Gee equaled his career high with 

20 points and nine rebounds for the Cavs 

(16-26), who lost their third straight to fall 

3 1/2 games behind Milwaukee for the 

final playoff spot in the East. Kyrie Irving added 19 points and 10 assists for the first double double of his 

career, and Antawn Jamison contributed 17 points and seven rebounds. Those three played all 12 minutes in 

the third quarter and keyed a 10-0 run that saw the Cavs trim the Hawks' 19-point lead to 74-68. 

But the Hawks scored the next eight points, and the game was effectively over when Jeff Teague blocked a 

shot by Daniel Gibson, grabbed the rebound and drove full court for a dunk to make it 82-68 early in the 

fourth quarter. 

Scott wasn't convinced it actually was a game at that point anyway. 

"I think it was more the case that Josh Smith was shooting 3's and missing them," he said. "We were able to 

rebound the ball and make some shots on the other end. When they went back to normal with Joe [Johnson] 

and those guys, when they gave Joe the ball and said 'We're gonna put it on your shoulders,' he was able to 

deliver for the most part." 

At this point, there is no "normal" for the Cavs. Scott changed his starters at the beginning of the game and 

then was forced to change again at the start of the second half, when he replaced Anthony Parker with 

Gibson, who did tie his career-high with eight rebounds. 

With a three-guard rotation until newcomer Donald Sloan gets up to speed, Scott was trying to prevent the 6

-2 Gibson from having to guard the 6-8 Tracy McGrady and prevent the 36-year-old Parker from having to 

play 35 minutes. 

But all those lineup changes aren't going to make any difference unless the Cavs come out fighting from the 

tip. 

"I think it really came down to how we started the game," Irving said. "I think at times we weren't playing 

with a sense of urgency that we needed, especially against a good Atlanta team. To beat a good team, you 

have to be that much better on that day. 
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"We just weren't making the plays that needed to be made -- getting 50-50 balls, getting rebounds and our 

transition defense. They were executing and we weren't executing our defense well tonight. Our rotations 

were off and it was just a tough game." 

 

For more Cinesport video, go here.
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