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Because my blog people (bless your hearts) like to accentuate the negative, and I’m willing to 
accoomodate that because I’m cranky, I’ll start with what I’m sure are two of your burning questions after 
this stirring W. 

•

Larry Drew on riding his starters in the four overtime periods: “I know they were tired. I know they were 
out of gas, because I was out of gas. But the guys said they wanted to stay in and stick it out. They 
wanted to play it out, and I rode them.” 

•

For all you persistent and vocal Tracy McGrady fans who want an update on his status every five 
minutes . . . I’m not holding out on you. Drew on T-Mac’s DNP-CD: “I’m keeping an eye on Tracy, he’s 
been having some problems with his knee. I hope to spot him some minutes in the next few games.” 

•

But Drew added that McGrady not playing tonight was “more of a matchup thing” because of Utah’s 
speed on the wings. So T-Mac has a knee problem, he may play a few minutes in the upcoming games, 
but maybe not if the matchup isn’t right. Got it? Good. 

•

If you have more burning questions, they will just have to wait because my deadline and a freakin’ 3 
hour, 17-minute game meant there wasn’t a lot of time to ask questions. Deal with it. 

•

Just kidding. Sorta. •
Now, with that out of the way . . . this was quite a victory for the Hawks. Maybe you are tired of hearing 
about their resiliency and determination and all the things you think they should have, anyway, but try to 
at least enjoy the fact that they seem to be developing these traits now. 

•

Drew: “That was something. It’s all happened to us this year thus far. We’ve gone through injury, we’ve 
gone through emergencies with families. We’ve gone throudh scheduling, zig-zagging across all the 
states, 11-, 12-day trips. And now we go through a back-to-back-to-back and we have—what was it? 
Four overtimes?” 

•

Yes, four. •
“This team, it just doesn’t have any quit in it,” Drew said. •
It may not have taken all that time for Atlanta to win if not for yet another rough start to the third quarter. 
Atlanta’s offense stalled as the Jazz blitzed Joe Johnson and, with Josh Smith on the bench in foul 
trouble, no one else could score. 

•

“We came out sluggish in the third,” Drew said. “Give Utah credit. They took it to us. We were stuck in 
mud. I don’t know if it was because of the back-to-back-to-back. Our zone helped us out, disrupted their 
rhythm and got us going.” 

•

Drew waited a while to get Josh back in the game after he sat with four fouls but I’m thinking it paid off 
because Josh had some legs left for the fourth quarter. Over the final nine minutes of regulation he had 
seven points on seven shots, five rebounds, one block,, one steal, one assists and one turnover. The 
guy was tired but he competed.

•

Joe had some sloppy turnovers but he also made so many big shots when the Hawks needed them. 
None was bigger than that step-back 3 he made to force the third overtime. My seat is directly behind 
where Joe took that shot and, from my angle, it looked like Jefferson blocked Joe’s view so he couldn’t 
see the rim when he let it go. 

•

“We were going to make Joe the option of most everything we did,” Drew said. “We ran a pick-and-roll 
with [Jeff] Teague that got us a couple things but we came back to Joe. I know Joe was tired. I asked 
him if he wanted a blow, he said no, so I was going to ride him.” 

•

Kirk Hinrich has been playing much better of late. He said he tweaked the same hamstring that kept 
him out of the Chicago series last year but that it’s not serious. “Kirk, he actually was complaining about 
his leg a little bit,” Drew said. “I didn’t really see where it was slowing him down. But he had hit a point 
where he was running out of gas.” 

•

Willie Green replaced Hinrich. He had the freshest legs late in the game and it showed. •
Teague was looking for contact when he went to the rim and was 10 of 11 from the line. That’s how you 
score 18 points when you shoot just 4 of 14 from the field. He’s learning and getting better. 

•

Ivan Johnson had another strong effort. He hit the boards as usual and was under control on offense. 
Ivan is learning and getting better, too. 

•

Zaza Pachulia had trouble handling Al Jefferson’s effective offensive game. No shame in that, and 
Zaza held his own with 15 points on 11 shots, 20 rebounds and three (!) blocked shots. Drew: “He was a 

•
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warrior to play against Jefferson, he’s a really good big man, to go out and battle him he way he did. 
He’s been doing everything we’ve asked him to do. His performance tonight was typical of what he’s 
been doing.” 
The Jazz dropped to 1-16 in road games in which they trailed after three quarters. “We showed a lot of 
character and fight,” Tyrone Corbin said. “That’s what we need on the road in the second half to win.” 

•

The Hawks are now 5-2 this season in overtime games. •
“In the fourth overtime, the starters we were sitting on the bench and we were talking about, ‘Let’s finish 
the deal,’” Zaza said. “We weren’t sure we were going to win but we wanted to do right thing from the 
get go. That’s what we did. We executed out offense, Willie’s 3 was huge and we made free throws. 
Willie’s energy off the bench was huge and helped us because I think starters were kind of tired.” 

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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