
 

Raptors guard Jerryd Bayless drives to the basket during the first half of Tuesday 

night's game against the Atlanta Hawks.
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Back to Toronto Raptors fall hard to Atlanta Hawks, 100-77 

Joe Johnson is everything the Raptors could want in a player — big, strong 

and savvy, with myriad offensive skills and the ability to take over a game 

when the opportunity arises.

And you can imagine Dwane Casey sitting on the Raptors bench watching 

Johnson dismantle his team and thinking, “Oh, how I’d like one of those 

guys.”

But those guys don’t exist yet on the Raptor roster and neither does anyone 

who can stop Johnson as the Atlanta Hawks all-star poured in 30 points in 

just 30 minutes in a 100-77 rout of Toronto in front of 16,117 fans at the Air 

Canada Centre on Tuesday night.

“A few times we were in good position defensively, had our hands up and he 

just rose up higher and made tough shots,” said Casey. “That’s what he 

does, that’s why he’s a superstar in this league and you have to tip your hat 

to him.”

The Raptors tried a series of defenders on Johnson. They began the game 

with their new-look small lineup that includes both Jose Calderon and Jerryd 

Bayless but then switched DeMar DeRozan on to Johnson and he couldn’t 

stop him.

To start the third quarter, the Raptors went back to a more traditional look with Rasual Butler starting and trying to guard Johnson but that 

didn’t work, either.

“I thought Joe Johnson did a heck of a job taking over the game,” said Casey. “He made some tough shots, I do give him that. I thought 

that’s when he dominated the game.

“He was in a situation where we couldn’t double-team and couldn’t get another body next to him and he made some tough shots.”

But it wasn’t as if the Raptors came up with anything close to their best effort. They were competitive early, down just five after the first 

quarter, but when the Hawks put on a 33-19 second-quarter blitz, the game was effectively over.

“I thought we came out with a competitive spirit, I don’t think we sustained it enough,” said the coach. “I was disappointed in not sustaining 

the competitive spirit, especially in the second quarter — that’s when the game got out of hand.”

The two Raptors who could have sparked the team offensively had so-so nights on an evening when Toronto shot just 37 per cent from the 

floor.

DeRozan, who set a career high with 16 free-throw attempts in a win Sunday in New Jersey, didn’t get to the line until the third quarter and 

finished with just four foul shots in a nine-point night. He committed four turnovers, only got four rebounds and took just nine shots in 34 

minutes.

“I thought we tried to get to the line but it’s knowing how to go in there and body hunt — find bodies when you go in the paint,” said Casey.

“I thought he did attack the basket but he didn’t do a good job of getting into a body and drawing a foul. You have to give Atlanta some 

credit, they had something to do with it.”

Leandro Barbosa gave the Raptors 17 minutes but he was clearly hobbled by the sore ankle that kept him out of Sunday’s game.
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“I didn’t want to give him too many minutes because of the ankle; he’s not 100 per cent,” said the coach. “This time of year, something’s 

going to be hurting on your body. I talk to a lot of coaches and a lot of players have a lot of nicks and bangs. There’s nobody 100 per cent 

right now but he tried.”

Bayless led the Raptors with 14 points, Ed Davis had his first double-double of the season with 11 points and 11 rebounds and Gary Forbes 

had 10 points.

Amir Johnson started the game but not the second half — Casey went to Aaron Gray — and had only two points and one rebound in 14 

minutes.

“No message, it was trying to find an answer,” said Casey. “You let a team shoot 60 per cent in the first half, you’re searching for answers 

on the defensive end.”
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