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Orlando Magic prepare to face a familiar foe, the Atlanta Hawks 
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The Orlando Magic want to forget what happened 
nine months ago, but they can't put their first-round 
playoff loss to the Atlanta Hawks last April out of 
their minds. 
 
Ryan Anderson remembers fouling Jamal 
Crawford during Game 6's second quarter just as 
Crawford sank a 3-pointer. J.J. Redick recalls the 
Magic missing one outside shot after another. And 
Stan Van Gundy still envisions Atlanta shots going 
in and Orlando shots rattling out. 
 
The defeat still pains Dwight Howard. 
 
"It's a new team," Howard said. "It's over with. The 
playoff series was last year." 
 
Those bitter memories soon will come flooding 
back. On Friday night, the Magic will face the Hawks for the first time since April 28, the night Hawks 
knocked them out of the playoffs. 
 
Van Gundy and most of his players do not believe in the notion of a "measuring-stick game," the idea 
that a single result during a long regular season will indicate how close or far away they are from title 
contention. But the Magic encountered problems against the Hawks throughout the 2010-11 regular 
season, and those same difficulties recurred when the playoffs arrived. 
 
The Magic never solved the defensive scheme the Hawks borrowed from the Boston Celtics, which 
essentially is to single-team Howard down low, foul Howard when necessary and crowd Orlando's 
perimeter shooters at the 3-point line. 
 
Last regular season against the Hawks, the Magic made only 39.6 percent of their overall shot attempts 
and only 22.6 percent of their shots beyond the arc. During the postseason, those numbers actually 
improved — rising to 40.9 percent from the field and to 26.2 percent from 3-point range — but they still 
weren't good enough. 
 
"We've got to find a better way to attack them, and we tried that throughout the playoffs last year," Van 
Gundy said. "And then you've got to make some shots. A lot of it does come down to that: make or 
miss." 
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Part of what made the defeat sting so badly is that the Magic, from the top levels of the organization to 
the bottom, never thought they would fall to the Hawks. 
 
Bob Vander Weide, the team's chief executive officer at the time, said as much shortly after the Game 6 
defeat. 
 
"We knew that the matchups from just having played them four times in the season weren't necessarily 
the greatest matchups for us," Vander Weide told the Orlando Sentinel in May. "But if we were going to 
lose any series I thought it was going to be deeper in the playoffs." 
 
The Magic will face a much different Hawks team tonight. 
 
Crawford, who used to torment them with one circus shot after another, signed a free-agent deal with the 
Portland Trail Blazers during the offseason. Two-time All-Star Al Horford is sidelined as he recovers 
from surgery to repair a torn muscle in his chest. And Jason Collins, the crafty veteran whose defense 
sometimes caused Howard problems, won't play because of a sprained elbow. 
 
At some point, however, the Magic must learn to beat teams that use the Hawks' and Celtics' defensive 
scheme. 
 
Van Gundy saw positives during Wednesday's win over the Miami Heat. The Magic employed better 
ball movement and played with energy on offense. 
 
That's a start. 
 
And Anderson has another suggestion. He thinks it would be counterproductive to draw on the pain of 
last April's playoff loss. 
 
"You just want to move on," Anderson said. "You don't really want to think about the past when you're 
coming into a game." 
 
jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our Orlando 
Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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