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Fallen star McGrady looking for niche
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Tracy McGrady was an All-Star Game regular and one 
of the league's most electrifying players for much of the 
last decade, but now he averages 18.1 minutes and 6.8 
points per game for the Atlanta Hawks. 

LOS ANGELES – There was a time when an NBA All-Star Game without limousines, champagne and Tracy 
McGrady was unthinkable.

From 2001-2007 he was spotlighted in every one, twice the NBA's leading scorer, a futuristic 6-foot-8 mix of lift, 
separation, force and radar.

In 2003 he averaged 32.1 points, 9.7 free throw 
attempts, 6.5 rebounds and 5.5 assists for 
Orlando, and neither Michael Jordan nor Kobe 
Bryant nor LeBron James has ever woven such 
numbers into the same season.

But some landings are softer than others.

McGrady came off the bench Tuesday night for 
the Atlanta Hawks. He did hit a nice 3-pointer at 
the end of the first quarter, but his lane-drives 
were slow and his jumping was gradual. Most of 
the time he deferred, passing off to guys who, 10 
years ago, would be getting his autograph.

The Lakers, their engines also coughing, finally 
got revved in the second half and dismissed 
Atlanta, 86-78.

These days McGrady averages 18.1 minutes, 6.8 
points. When you ask him how the compressed 
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NBA schedule is treating him, he laughs and 
says, "Considering my minutes, it's not too bad 
on me."

After his third NBA season, he big-footed his way 
out of Toronto and into Orlando.

Now he and his agent wait for calls. Detroit 
reached out last year and McGrady showed he 
could play roles, use savvy instead of 
aerodynamics, be a good soldier.

Atlanta, still a championship hopeful, called this 
year.

McGrady is the most famous casualty of 
microfracture knee surgery, when the doctors 
create tiny fractures in the joint in hopes of 
creating a sounder base. His back is often in 
rebellion, too. But, really, he doesn't hurt very 
much. The injury pirates have raided McGrady's 
body and fled.

"I surprise myself sometimes," he said Tuesday, 
at the Hawks' shootaround at Westchester High. 
"I'm only 32 years old. It's not like all my 
athleticism is gone.

"I still have skills and still can play. It's just that your mind tells you can do something, but your body doesn't 
always let you."

"He's not the blow-by guy anymore, but to his credit he's learned how to play without the athleticism he had," 
Coach Larry Drew said. "He does a great job, just making plays. We put him a bounce from the basket and 
he's just as effective. And he has the willingness and the ability to pass it. He's a little grounded, yeah. But he's 
clever and smart."

Still, McGrady remains in danger of becoming the best-ever A player who never won a playoff series, 
depending on circumstances.

His best chance was in that mythic 2003. Orlando had signed McGrady and Grant Hill, but Hill's ankles kept 
disintegrating, and McGrady was often a one-man band.

The Magic led Detroit 3-1 in the first round, the year before the Pistons would become NBA champs, and 
McGrady scored 43 and 47 in the first two games.

At one point he dunked over 7-footer Mehmet Okur and yelled, "Put that on SportsCenter," as James, about to 
be drafted, looked on in wonder.

But Detroit won that series, and McGrady hit 7 of 24 shots in the final loss. He moved on to Houston to team 
with Yao Ming, and was on the Rockets' team that lost a Game 7 by 40 points to Dallas.

The Rockets did win a series later but McGrady was hurt, and he had his surgery in 2009, making the 
announcement on his website, to the surprise of Rockets' management.

Jeff Van Gundy, one of his Houston coaches, was at an MIT sports seminar last year when Malcolm Gladwell's 
"Outliers" was discussed. Gladwell postulates that it takes 10,000 hours of practice to reach true greatness. 
"Tracy McGrady probably put in 1,000 hours," Van Gundy said.

History moves fast in the NBA, and those hard feelings are largely forgotten. But in many ways, so is McGrady.

"If I had it to over again I probably would have taken more time with my surgery," McGrady said. "I was so 
eager to get back on the court and I tried to rush it back. I don't know if it would have changed my performance, 
but the relationships I had in Houston would have been on a better note. Some things, I definitely would have 
done differently."

On the buses and in the lobbies, Jeff Teague and other young Hawks tell McGrady how much he thrilled them, 
which of his moves inspired them.

"It's good to hear some of the stuff that they admire, that I brought to the game," McGrady said, rising from his 
bench, his feet on the ground. "It's refreshing, to hear that sometimes."
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