
 

Pacers start slowly,  

are unable to catch  

Hawks 

 
 ATLANTA -- Frank Vogel's body language  

said it all. 
 
The Indiana Pacers coach's enthusiasm  
during his team's runs was often replaced  
with a slap of his hands in frustration or  
him muttering to himself each time the  
Atlanta Hawks came up with a run- 
stopping 3-pointer or three-point play. 
 
The Pacers chipped away at the Hawks'  
21-point lead, but they didn't have enough  
to completely come back in their 97-87  
loss Wednesday night at Philips Arena. 
 
BOXSCORE: Hawks 97, Pacers 87 
 
"We were a step behind and they came out  
playing extremely well," Pacers center Roy  
Hibbert said. "They were hitting a lot of  
shots. I think we were out of sync on both  
ends." 
 
The Pacers have overcome their demons at  
Boston and Dallas this season, but Philips  
Arena continues to be a problem for them.  
The Pacers have lost nine straight to the  
Hawks in Atlanta. 
 
The Pacers now know what the Utah Jazz  
went through Tuesday in Indianapolis. 
 
The second game of a back-to-back, a  

 huge double-digit deficit, a solid run, but  
not enough energy to take control of the  
game. 
 
Call it a lesson learned for the Pacers. 
 
"That was the story of the game," Pacers  
point guard Darren Collison said. "That hurt  
us a lot. Down 21, especially on the second  
game of two straight. You can't do that  
because it's too hard to overcome a deficit  
like that in that type of situation." 
 
Guard Joe Johnson set the tone early for  
Atlanta by going at Pacers guard Paul  
George in the first quarter. 
 
Johnson scored a quick nine points in the  
first quarter when the Hawks scored 32  
points and led by as many as 16 points. 
 
Johnson finished with 20 points, eight  
assists and six rebounds. 
 
Hawks forward Josh Smith supplied the  
scoring when Johnson didn't. 
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 The athletic power forward finished with 28  
points, 12 rebounds, five steals and three  
blocks. 
 
The Pacers got Atlanta's lead down to  
seven in the second quarter, but then the  
Hawks closed the quarter by outscoring the  
Pacers by 11 to take a comfortable 18- 
point lead into the half. 
 
"Give Atlanta a lot of credit, obviously losing  
three in a row, they had a tremendous  
edge and took the fight to us in the first  
half," Vogel said. "We gave up 17 first-half  
fast-break points. We dug too big of a hole  
for us. We fought like dogs in the second  
half to fight and compete and make it a  
game." 
 
The Pacers trimmed Atlanta's lead to six  
late in the third quarter only to have Tracy  
McGrady score on a short jumper and  
Smith make one of his two 3-pointers to  
quickly push the lead back up to 11. 
 
"Their starting lineup was too much," Vogel  
said. "And then Kirk Hinrich and Tracy  
McGrady gave them a huge lift off the  
bench by scoring 30 points." 
 
The Pacers tried to make one more push at  
the Hawks, this time making it 87-80 early  
in the fourth quarter. That was the closest  
the Pacers would get, though, because  
Smith and McGrady combined to score  
Atlanta's next seven points. 
 
Danny Granger led the Pacers with 21  
points on only 5-of-17 shooting. David  
West and Tyler Hansbrough added 15  
points each. 

 "We kept fighting until the end, but we  
couldn't get past the seven- or eight-point  
mark when they were up," Hibbert said. 
 
"You have to give it up to them: They  
played great." 
 
Call Star reporter Mike Wells at (317)  
444-6053. 
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