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Lineup changes could be coming after three-game slide
4:53 pm February 7, 2012, by Chris Vivlamore

Vivlamore at practice on Tuesday. Here is your report:

No real news on the Hawks continued search for a big man to help their depleted corp – but 

changes could be on the way in light of the current three-game losing streak.

In talking with Larry Drew following this morning’s practice, the coach said he is considering a 

number of changes to get the team’s energy back. It’s something he said has been lacking in the 

past three games.

“We are not going to panic,” Drew said. “This is not a time to panic. Is it a time for concern? Yes. 

My biggest concern is our energy. The energy I saw on that road trip, since we’ve been home I 

just don’t see that type of energy. That is my biggest concern.

“When you get in these types of situations, you’ve got to do something to generate some type of 

energy. You’ve got to find our mojo back. How we do it, we possibly have to look at some things a 

little differently and maybe shake some things up. As a staff, we are still talking it. I’m still looking 

at possibly doing that. We’ll see what happens.”

Like lineup changes?

“That is always a possibility,” Drew said. “It’s not just losing the three games, it’s the way we are 

playing. It’s the energy. It’s the urgency. It’s the combination of players who are out on the floor, 

starters versus guys who come off the bench. I’ve got to try to find that combination. I’ve got to 

find whatever it’s going to take in order for us to get that swagger back.”

Stay tuned on that front. We’ll check in Wednesday morning before the game against the Pacers.

* I asked Jerry Stackhouse, who had his contract guaranteed after close of business Tuesday, 

whether there had been a team meeting to address the current slide.

“We’ve met,” Stackhouse said. “It’s kind of overdue, having a meeting and some sessions about 

what is going on. The fact that guys might think that they know, but might still have to be prodded 

and told what to do daily or even on a possession-to-possession basis sometimes. It’s not that 

guys don’t want to do it, it just has to be reinforced. We have to reinforce some things as far as 

our principles. I thought there were stretches [in Monday’s loss to the Suns] where we were better 

in some of those principles but as the game wore on we reverted back to not helping each other, 
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not trusting each other and that’s where we go wrong. Once we find that and get a win, winning is 

always a cure-all when you are in the midst of a losing streak.”

* On the search for a big man, Drew once again acknowledged the team needs some help at the 

center position with Al Horford out and Jason Collins on the shelf for two weeks. Drew said there 

would be another meeting Tuesday to discuss the situation.

“There is a list and we’ve talked about the list but nothing has really materialized as far as a name 

that really gets us excited,” Drew said. “We are going to talk today, as a matter of fact, and go 

over some more names. Try to find a name that makes more sense for us, whether it’s a 10-day 

[contract], whether it’s a player like a Kenyon Martin that is still available, which I don’t think there 

is. Right now we are looking at the list and see what makes sense for us so we can get some 

help at the five spot.”

Columnist Jeff Schultz gives his take on the need for a big man.

* Look for my feature on guard Willie Green on ajc.com a little later and in Wednesday’s print 

edition.
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