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Hawks lose third straight, eighth in 11 games

By Chris Vivlamore  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:05 p.m. Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

NEW YORK — How would the Hawks respond without Joe Johnson?

They stayed with the Knicks for 7 minutes, 16 seconds — and then they melted. The Knicks used a 16-0 

run to end the first quarter and went on to a 99-82 victory over the Hawks on Wednesday night at 

Madison Square Garden.

Forget Lin-sanity. The Hawks are caught up in adversity.

With Johnson back in Atlanta nursing tendinitis in his left knee, he became the second All-Star the Hawks 

have been without this season. Al Horford is out with a torn pectoral muscle. While Johnson should not 

be out for an extended period of time, his loss compounded what has been a troublesome stint.

The Hawks (19-14) lost their third consecutive game on a just-completed 1-4 road trip. It was their eighth 

loss in the past 11 games. In those 11 games the Hawks have trailed by 30 points three times — 

including Wednesday — and by 20 points four other times.

“I want to see us respond to the fact that we have two All-Stars who won’t be here ...,” Hawks coach 

Larry Drew said before the game. “I just personally feel that this is a true test to see what our team is 

made of, where we are at this point.”

After the Hawks took a 16-14 lead with 4:44 left in the first quarter, the Knicks went on the decisive run. 

They led 30-16 following the opening quarter. The Hawks turned the ball over eight times while making 

only seven field goals (7-for-20, 35 percent). With less than a minute to go in the first half, the Hawks 

trailed by 27 points. The Knicks’ lead was 30 points by early in the third quarter.

The Hawks went on a 19-2 run in the third quarter to close the gap to 13 points, 69-56. Jerry Stackhouse 

and Jeff Teague each made two 3-pointers in the run. But that has been the problem as of late. Such big 

runs don’t put the opposition away, they only make a blowout a little less ugly.

It was as close as the Hawks would get. The Knicks answered with a 17-2 run to take back control.

Jeremy Lin, who has led the Knicks to wins in nine of their past 11 games, scored a team-high 17 points 

with nine assists. He watched most of the fourth quarter from the bench. In the past 11 games (10 starts), 

Lin has averaged 23.9 points, 3.9 rebounds, 9.2 assists, 2.8 steals and 5.5 turnovers.
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“The one thing that I won’t allow to happen as we prepare for New York, or any team, we don’t focus on 

just one guy,” Drew said of Lin. “Too much focus, too much attention on one guy and then you leave 

these other guys open. Our approach to the game tonight will not be to stop Jeremy Lin.”

The Knicks, who got points from nine players, also got double-figures scoring from Steve Novak (17), 

Landry Fields (16), Carmelo Anthony (15), and J.R. Smith (12).

Jeff Teague led the Hawks with 18 points. Willie Green scored 15 points and Josh Smith added 13 

points.

“We can’t allow any adversity to step in to the fact where we fragment when the situations are what they 

are — given our schedule, that we have key players out,” Drew said. “We have to keep putting one foot 

in front of the other and keep marching on.”

The Hawks host the Magic on Thursday night before beginning the All-Star break.
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