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Atlanta Hawks: Practice report: Joe Johnson on mend
5:37 pm February 28, 2012, by Michael Cunningham

The Hawks got back to work today and their moods seemed noticeably improved from last week. They had a 

spirited scrimmage session near the end of practice (Kirk Hinrich, Joe Johnson, Tracy McGrady and Erick 

Dampier were among those who looked to have more pep). 

“I can see our guys needed [the break] not just from a physical standpoint but from a mental standpoint,” Larry 

Drew said. “It’s good to get away from everybody. I’m sure they were glad to get away from me, and now we 

will look to finish up the second half of the season.”

Notes

–Joe practiced with soft braces on both knees and said he “feels great” after a “much-needed” physical and 

mental break. But he stopped short of declaring himself ready to play tomorrow after sitting out two games last 

week and failing to finish the Bulls game: “I think so. I don’t want to get everybody’s hopes up.” Drew: “Game-

time decision. He was moving pretty well.”

–Zaza Pachulia watched the end of practice with a wrap around his left calf. That’s the same calf he hurt 

during last summer’s European Championships and again while playing club ball in Turkey. Pachulia said he 

tweaked it during the third quarter of the Orlando game last Thursday. He said he plans to play tomorrow: “It 

was bothering me a little bit. It looks like it’s not a big deal. I just pulled I guess a little bit. Bad thing was it 

happened, good thing was that I had four days off.”

–Yesterday Al Horford ditched the sling he’d worn since he had surgery Jan. 17 to repair a torn left pectoral: 

“It feels a little weird. It’s good to at least have it off. Tomorrow I see the doctor to make sure he fully clears me 

to start doing rehab. I’ve been doing cardio and stuff pretty consistently and a couple excercises he told me to 

do. I need him to tell me I can start expanding on my range of motion and then lifting with my legs and building 

[up] slowly. The most important thing for me is to get the range of motion back.”

–Does Horford think he can return before the end of the season? “I would say after I do [rehab] for two weeks, 

two weeks from Wednesday, I will be able to get a beter feel for where I’m at. He’s been pretty strict with me 

not moving my arms in [certain] ways so the muscle can heal. I’m hoping right now I will be back befor ethe 

end of the season. That’s my exepectation but I want to see how I feel once I start rehab.”

– Drew on the season so far: “Right before the break we were trying to finish up on a strong note. It didn’t go 

quite as well as we wanted to on the road trip. But given the schedule and the [injury] situation, I was very 

pleased with the first half of the season. One thing I wanted them to do during the break was get away and 

clear their heads out and get a chance to rejevunate. It looked like it helped a little bit.”

–Drew on his biggest concern going forward: “Injuries. We’ve been a little banged up. As we move into the 

second part of the season, the schedule doesn’t get any lighter. We have got to go out for another 10 days. If 

you are healthy, you give yourself a good chance. When you are a little banged up, a little nicked up, it kind of 

puts a damper on things. We’re a little short-handed, a little limited. That’s my biggest concern right now. But 
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we will be competitive in every game we play. We will go out and put our best foot forward everry game. We 

won’t use injury as an excuse because it’s part of the game. We’ve already talked about that as a team.”

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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