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Hawks put the Heat in a losing zone, with 100-92 victory 
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10:56 PM EST, January 2, 2012 

MIAMI 

The Atlanta Hawks found a way Monday night to make the Miami Heat boring. 
 
Or, more to the point, their zone defense did. 
 
Retreating into a zone at just about every opportunity, the Hawks slowed the pace and practically eliminated the Heat's high-
wire act after the opening minutes. 
 
In the end, the Heat couldn't even win ugly. 
 
Instead, the perfect start is over, with the 100-92 loss at AmericanAirlines Arena dropping the Heat to 5-1, as Atlanta 
improved to 4-1. 
 
"They went to the zone, we got out of our rhythm and it affected us," Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. "We will get better at it 
and this is something we need to have a breakthrough with." 
 
With Dwyane Wade playing mostly as facilitator, one who was unable to make a shot, and with LeBron James forced to 
create much of his own offense, the Heat lacked the continuity that had fueled their spectacular start. 
 
"Not every game is going to be able to be played out at our ideal pace," Spoelstra said. "This was a game that simply was going to be a grind. 
 
"We'll adjust. We'll adapt. We'll work at it." 
 
No, this was not a busy night for YouTube when it came to cataloging Heat highlights, save for Mario Chalmers actually completing a third-quarter alley-oop to James. 
 
Otherwise, it was the crisp-if-unspectacular efficiency of Atlanta point guard Jeff Teague, shooting guard Joe Johnson and center Al Horford that made the game. 
 
"They clearly succeeded in slowing the tempo of the game down and we never were able to get into a clean, comfortable, aggressive rhythm," Spoelstra. "We need to work 
through it. And we are going to see enough of it that we will have our breakthrough. 
 
"You could see, our minds were heavy . . . and our minds were occupied." 
 
James closed with 28 points, seven rebounds and six assists. 
 
"On a few possessions we rushed some shots," James said of the play against the zone. On others, he said the Heat "had some good looks," but he also acknowledged the Heat 
"grew stagnant" as well. 
 
Wade, who shot 4 of 17, finished with 12 points and 10 assists. 
 
"I just had a bad game. There's going to be a lot of back-to-backs and a lot of struggles," Wade said, with Monday's game concluding a set that opened with Sunday's victory 
over the Bobcats. "I'll bounce back like I've done my whole career." 
 
Johnson led Atlanta with 21 points, with Horford adding 16 and Teague 15. Veteran Tracy McGrady was strong off Atlanta's bench with 16 points, including three key late 3-
pointers. 
 
"We still had opportunities to get stops," Spoelstra said. 
 
This was a case of a team that has been together, playing together. The Hawks knew what they wanted to do and they did it. 
 
They also kept it clean, with only 10 turnovers, leading to only 13 Heat points. That kept the Heat fastbreak in check, with just 10 points in transition for Spoelstra's team. The 
Heat entered averaging 25.4 fastbreak points. 
 
Beyond that, Atlanta's zone kept James and Wade from the post, with the Heat outscored 50-38 in the paint. 
 
"We have to find out what's right for us," reserve forward Shane Battier said of combating the zone. "We'll find some way to get effective." 
 
This also was on a Heat defense that allowed 33 fourth-quarter points. 
 
"And, still, the game was in the balance, regardless of the zone, regardless of us being taken out of our aggressiveness," Spoelstra said. 
 
The bright spot for the Heat might have been Battier not only hitting his first shot of the night, a 3-pointer, but also drawing a foul on the play and converting the ensuing free 
throw for a four-point play. Battier, who entered 1 of 13 from the field for the season, smiled a smile of relief after hitting the shot. He also hit his second 3-point attempt, in 
the third quarter, adding another late in the game. 
 
Rookie point guard Norris Cole, who has gone from revelation to steady contributor, scored nine of the Heat's 27 second-quarter points, showing no fear about tossing up 
jumpers against Atlanta's zone. Spoelstra, however, opted to go more often with Chalmers, who committed a team-high five turnovers, twice evoking the ire of James. The 
Heat closed the game without a true point guard on the floor. 
 
The Hawks were aided by 9-of-16 3-point accuracy. 
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Among those taking in the game was actor Adrien Brody and rapper Lil' Wayne, who sat alongside each other at courtside opposite the Heat bench. 
 
The teams meet again Thursday in Atlanta in a nationally televised game, which again will be the second night of a back-to-back for the Heat, completing this set of four 
games in five nights. 
 
So far, second nights of back-to-backs have been a struggle for the Heat, when also factoring in last week's last-seconds one-point escape act in Charlotte. 
 
iwinderman@tribune.com. Follow him at twitter.com/iraheatbeat  
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