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Point guard Jarrett Jack, who scored 10 points, passes around the 

Hawks' Josh Smith during Atlanta's 94-72 victory against the Hornets 
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Hornets Coach Monty Williams admitted before Sunday night’s game he made a mistake by not pushing 

harder for New Orleans to re-sign shooting guard Willie Green once the NBA lockout ended last December. 

Green instead signed with Sunday’s opponent, the Atlanta Hawks.

And Williams could have hoped that the 

Atlanta training staff wouldn’t have been 

so successful in rehabbing a rolled left 

ankle that drove Hawks’ starting point 

guard Jeff Teague off the floor in Atlanta’s 

win at Detroit on Friday night.

But Teague put up a career-high-tying 24 

points on 9-of-11 shooting, including 4-of-

4 from beyond the 3-point line, and Green 

added 16 points off the bench as Atlanta 

routed the Hornets 94-72 on Sunday night 

at the New Orleans Arena.

It was the Hornets’ 16th loss in their past 

18 games, coming off their best effort of 

the season in Friday night’s 93-67 win 

over the Orlando Magic.

Emeka Okafor scored 13 points to lead 

New Orleans, which shot 27-of-72 from 

the field (37.5 percent).

The Hornets (4-16) visit the Miami Heat 

tonight.
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on Sunday at the New Orleans Arena, The loss was the Hornets' 16th 

in 18 games. Teague played 21 minutes in Atlanta’s 107

-101 overtime win against the Pistons two 

nights earlier, but could not return to the 

floor after injuring his ankle. He had been listed as questionable for Sunday night’s game.

The only question early on, though, was if Teague would miss a shot.

“I took good care of it and the trainers did a great job with me on the day off, so it felt really good,” said 

Teague, who played 29 minutes against the Hornets. “I was just playing, taking the shots that were open. I 

just happened to make them tonight. I felt fine.”

The Hawks (15-6) scored the first five points of the game, and when Teague hit his first 3-pointer with 9:32 

to go in the first quarter, then followed with a shorter jumper, the Hawks were up 10 just 3 1/2 minutes into 

the contest. Teague’s back-to-back 3-pointers two minutes later extended the Hawks’ advantage to 17.

“Am I surprised? No,” Williams said. “Because I get a feel for our team the way we come out in the first 

quarter. I thought the effort in the first quarter was kind of there, but not assertive the way we were. I was 

really disappointed in our effort, especially at home.”

The Hornets trailed by as many as 21 points in the first half — the largest deficit the team had faced at any 

time this season — as the Hawks couldn’t seem to miss from the outside, especially Teague.

That deficit benchmark would swell considerably, however.

New Orleans, thanks to a 12-3 stretch in the second quarter, cut the Hawks’ advantage to six, 36-30 with 

4:52 left, on a driving reverse layup by Gustavo Ayon, the final bucket in the run.

But the Hawks closed the half on 10-5 run to push the lead back to 11, 46-35, at the break.

The Hornets pulled within five, 53-48, with 5:44 to go in the third. That was as close as New Orleans would 

get. The Hawks outscored New Orleans 23-4 the rest of the quarter to go up by 24 on a buzzer-beating, 32-

foot shot from Green, who finished 6-of-11 overall and 4-of-7 from beyond the 3-point line.

“Just naturally, you want to go out and beat your old team; that’s what it was all about,” Green said. “To try 

to make a point that I should have been here? No. It just didn’t work out. That’s the nature of this business. 

I’m thankful for the opportunity I had last year. The city treated me great. It was one of the greatest 

experiences of my NBA career. I believe God closes one door and opens another. I have a great opportunity 

with the Hawks. I’m just trying to make the most of it.”

At one point, the Hornets went nearly nine minutes without hitting a shot from the field, missing 12 straight 

until Xavier Henry’s 3-pointer from the corner with 9:35 to go in the game.
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Hornets Coach Monty Williams reacts to a poor play in the first half of 

Sunday night's loss to Atlanta. 'I was really disappointed in our effort, 

especially at home,' he said. 

By that time, the Hawks had extended the 

lead to 25, eventually pushing it to 29.

“For us to go through the motions, come 

out in the third quarter, cut it to five, then 

let them go on that kind of run ...” 

Williams said, “a lot of that is talent. Our 

guard play tonight was below average. I 

thought if you’d hold (Hawks All-Star 

guard) Joe Johnson (to nine points), you’d 

take that. We couldn’t capitalize on it.”

When the Hornets’ Jason Smith made the 

first two baskets of the second half, Hawks 

Coach Larry Drew called a quick timeout 

for his club to regroup.

“I called the timeout, just so we could 

settle down and not panic,” Drew said. “And we came back out of the timeout and put our foot on the gas 

and just took off.”

And the Hornets just stopped, it seemed, once the lead was cut to five, and especially after the Hawks’ mind

-numbing run.

“We just didn’t continue to do what got us back in the game,” said Smith, who didn’t score again after those 

two third-quarter buckets. “We fought hard. We played defense. We had more energy. We were playing 

aggressive. That’s what got us back into the game, within five or six points.

“Then we got away from that. And, obviously, their lead increased and we just put our heads down. You 

can’t do that. You’ve got to come out and fight every game like it’s your last.

•••••••

Jimmy Smith can be reached at jsmith@timespicayune.com or 504.826.3814.
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