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Deron Williams drives past the Atlanta Hawks' Al Horford in tonight's 

game at the Rock.
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Deron Williams has been open about his 

frustration with the Nets’ struggles but he 

made a conscious effort to project more 

positive body language tonight against the 

Atlanta Hawks.

Even though the Nets lost again — their 

eighth loss in 10 games and third in three 

games against Atlanta — Williams talked 

about some of the positives from their 106

-101 setback at the Prudential Center.

“We had a lot more fight today, so there’s 

a lot of good things we can take away 

from this game,” Williams said. “Hopefully, 

we can build on it for this road trip, and 

get some wins on the road.”

But Williams wasn’t all that happy. He’s 

been frustrated with his own performance 

this season and he didn’t think he played 

well, despite posting a double-double — 15 

points and 14 assists.

“No,” he said, when asked if he was happy 

with himself. “Why? Because I had 14 

assists? I was 6-of-17 from the field; I had 

six turnovers. So no, I’m not happy.”

Page 1 of 3Nets fall to Atlanta Hawks for the third time, 106-101

1/10/2012http://blog.nj.com/nets_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/01/nets_fall_to_atlanta_for_the_t.ht...



MORE COVERAGE OF 
NETS BASKETBALL 

 

• Nets play without Mehmet Okur, 

Damion James, DeShawn Stevenson, all 

injured

• Nets stories and columns 

 

• Nets photos 

 

• Nets videos 

The Nets scored 100 points for the first time this season and shot a season-high 46.8 percent from the field. 

Another positive was Shawne Williams, who has struggled to find his shot, hitting three 3-pointers in six 

tries. But the Nets allowed the Hawks to shoot 53.8 percent from the field, which is no way to win games.

“Once we figure out how to put a whole game together on both ends of the floor ... we’re going to be pretty 

good,” coach Avery Johnson said.

Josh Smith had 26 points, Joe Johnson 22 and Jeff 

Teague 20 for the Hawks, and the three shot a combined 

27-of-42 from the floor as Atlanta upped its record to 7-

3. The Nets will be happy to be done with them for now 

— they only face the Hawks one more time, on March. 23 

in Atlanta.

After trailing by as many as 16 in the second quarter, the 

Nets fought back in the latter part of the quarter and 

hung in through the second half. But it never seemed 

they could get closer than eight or so, until there was 

two minutes to play in the game and fans were already leaving. Anthony Morrow hit a 3-pointer, then a 2-

pointer, and Kris Humphries hit a layup for a 7-0 run that pulled them to within 100-95.

But after Smith missed two free throws with 29.9 seconds left, Shawne Williams missed a jumper for the 

Nets and the Hawks’ Vladimir Radmanovic hit two foul shots with 15.8 seconds left.

Deron Williams hit a 3-pointer, Johnson followed with two foul shots for the Hawks then Anthony Morrow hit 

a 3-pointer with 4.2 seconds left to pull the Nets within 104-101. But Johnson hit two foul shots with 3.8 

seconds to play to seal the Nets’ fate.

Morrow led the Nets with 20 points, hitting four 3-pointers and MarShon Brooks added 19 points and 10 

rebounds. 

The Nets were left to shake their heads at another poor start.

“We’ve got to get off to better starts obviously,” Morrow said. “I think the main thing is — I don’t know if it’s 

low energy, I think it’s just that we’re putting a lot of pressure on our defense, offensively not executing. 

That’s the main thing. But it is frustrating to have to claw back like that when we should just start back 

better, put ourselves in a better position to win the game.”

Colin Stephenson: cstephenson@starledger.com; twitter.com/Ledger_Nets
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BOX SCORE
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