
 

CHUCK STARK: Marvin shows what he's 

capable of doing 

Troy Kelly bounces back, qualifies for Phoenix Open; Bree 

Schaaf braces for bobsled stop at Whistler

By Chuck Stark 

Monday, January 30, 2012 

It's been seven years now and everybody's been waiting for Marvin Williams to break 

out and put up All Star numbers in the NBA.

It's not going to happen, but that doesn't mean he isn't capable.

As great as he was in high school at Bremerton, you could make the argument that he 

didn't impose his will on players like you'd expect an All-American high school player to 

do.

It wasn't important for him to go for 35 points and 20 rebounds a night. I don't know 

how many times I watched him pass up easy shots, happy to feed the ball to 

teammates instead.

If he wanted stardom back then, he'd have enrolled at O'Dea, but he stayed home to 

play with his friends.

During Williams' only season at North Carolina — an NCAA championship season — 

he didn't start, content in his sixth-man role. He supplied the Tar Heels 11.3 points and 

6.6 rebounds per game, and is regarded as one of the most unselfish players Carolina 

history.

Now, playing for the Atlanta Hawks, the team that made him the No. 2 overall pick in 

the 2005 NBA draft, he's a valuable starter but an after-thought when the Hawks set up 

and run their offense. His critics might want more from him, but Williams has always 

maintained that he's OK with a supporting role as long as the Hawks are winning.

It's kind of refreshing to find a 25-year-old who's a throwback to team basketball, a 

concept that's foreign to so many of today's NBA players. Now, it's a me, me, Meta 

World Peace kind of league.

But every once in a while, Marvin From the Block — he still hoops it up with his 

buddies at the Family YMCA in the offseason — puts together stretches of basketball 

that remind you of the player he could possibly be.
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In his last three games, all on the road, the 6-foot-9 forward has made 10 of his last 13 

3-pointers. He had a season-high 22 points and nine rebounds in a win at Detroit. He 

followed that up with 14 points, two rebounds, three steals and three assists — playing 

just 24 minutes — in Sunday's win at New Orleans.

Not exactly mind-boggling numbers, but it's a sign he's being more aggressive and 

looking to make things happen.

Coach Larry Drew told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution he wants Williams to "get his 

feet set, lick his chops and let it go" when he has an open shot.

Williams, who had off-season back surgery, has said he feels better physically than he 

has in a long time.

He appreciates the fact Drew has given him a green light.

"It's fun to play for a coach who allows you to do that, wants you to do that," Williams 

said.

But if you think Williams will continue to bomb away — that those 22-point games will 

become the norm — you're probably wrong.

It's not who he is. It's not who he's ever been, and there will always be a need for 

players like him.

*** ***

You have probably heard about Kyle Stanley's wedge shot on the 72nd hole of 

Sunday's Farmer's Insurance Open, a PGA Tour event at Torrey Pines in San Diego.

The Gig Harbor golfer had a three-shot cushion when he hit his third shot on the par-5 

hole from about 80 yards out. The ball spun off the green and into a pond that fronts 

the hole. When Stanley was done, he had a triple-bogey eight, had lost his lead and 

went on to lose a playoff to Brandt Snedeker.

Troy Kelly, who grew up in Kitsap County, can relate to Stanley's experience on No. 

18.

Kelly spun two shots into the same pond during Saturday's third round. His first shot 

almost rolled in the cup for an eagle, but his ball finally dropped in the hole, he had a 

quadruple-nine.

"Must be a Northwest disease," said Bob Kelly, Troy's father.

Kelly, who started on the back side, righted himself on the front nine — making three 

straight birdies at one point — but his 78 left him so far back he didn't even get to play 

the final round.

Just as well. Kelly went back to La Quinta, Calif., and went to work on his putting. 

When he showed up for Monday's qualifier in Phoenix, Kelly had a new grip, a new 
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putter and, most importantly, a new mindset after pushing the nine at Torrey Pines out 

of his mind. He went out and made six birdies and an eagle for a 66 to qualify for this 

week's Waste Management Phoenix Open.

It's the second straight year Kelly has survived qualifying at the Phoenix tournament, 

which isn't an easy thing to do. Only four of 111 golfers in a qualifier loaded with some 

pretty recognizable names make it into the main event.

While Kelly has his Tour card, he's doesn't have full status. Stanley, 24, won over $1.5 

million in his first year on Tour and he can pretty much get in any tournament — save 

the Masters — he wants.

But like Kelly, the Bellarmine Prep graduate can't dwell on the disappointment at 

Torrey Pines. The sooner he forgets about that shot spinning into the pond, the faster 

he'll be back in contention at a PGA Tour event.

*** ***

If you didn't get a chance to watch Bree Schaaf and some of the world's most daring 

athletes rip down the Whistler Slider Centre bobsled track during the 2010 Winter 

Olympics, you've got another opportunity.

The British Columbia track — about a five-hour drive from Seattle — is hosting a World 

Cup race on Thursday night. Maybe a familiar track where he's had some success — 

Schaaf was fifth at the Olympics and sixth in Cup race in 2009 — will help the 

Bremerton bobsledder get to the podium. She's currently 11th overall in the standings. 

She hasn't achieved the kind of success she was looking for this season, but one race 

on what she considers her "home track" could change that.

"This is I think the funnest track in the world," she said after her last Olympic run. "It's 

such a great combination of high speed and treachery."The fun starts at 6:30 p.m.
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