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Zaza's Endless Season Continues 

If you listen to Zaza Pachulia talk about basketball it is almost immediately obvious how much he loves 
the game. He glows with pride as he talks about leading his native Republic of Georgia to new heights 
in international competition, and can rattle off stat lines from his best games of the summer. His 
innocent "Love of the Game" always shines through. 

Zaza's love kept him on the court for much of the summer, playing for his national team before latching 
on to a team in Turkey's top professional league late in the summer. He should enter training camp as 
close to game ready as anyone on the Hawks' roster. 

"It's quite different to be in basketball game shape and practice shape," Pachulia commented upon 
returning to the Highlight Factory on Thursday afternoon. "Especially the type of offense we were 
running, and the system the European style... it's quick and a lot of pick and roles and a lot of 
movement." 

Always an entertaining interview, Zaza had this to say about the condensed schedule: 

Finally, Big Z acknowledged that the condensed schedule would be challenging, but he also knows that 
every team is facing the same obstacle. 

"We need extra effort," he said. "I think not only physically, but mentally too." 

Luckily, extra effort has never been a problem for Pachulia.. 

It's something different. I've been in the league for eight years, so I've checked the 
schedule eight times. All eight times the first thing I see is where we are playing on certain 
dates like Christmas, New Year's Eve, my birthday, wife's birthday... But this time it was 
different. This was opposite. I was trying to see if there were any off days.
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