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Welcome to the A-Teague-L 
Jeff Teague is quickly making an impact as the Hawks' starting point guard. 
By Jon Cooper 

Jeff Teague's time has come. 

After two Opening Nights watching how point guards run things on the NBA level, the 23-year-old, 
selected 19th overall by Atlanta in the 2009 NBA Draft is revved up and ready to run the show — run 
being the key word. 

“I told him, I expect him to take the bull by the horns,” said Head 
Coach Larry Drew. “I don't want him waiting on anybody. Let's 
force the other guys to keep up with him because he's the type 
of player that can impact the game with his speed and his 
quickness. Certainly after what he did in the Chicago series, it 
has to be a confidence booster for him. I'm hoping he'll pick up 
where he left off.” 

Drew was referring to last year's Eastern Conference Semifinal 
series, when Teague, inserted into the starting lineup after Kirk 
Hinrich suffered a season-ending injury late in Game Six of the 
Quarterfinal Series' deciding game against Orlando, scored 14.8 
points with 4.2 assists in 38.2 minutes while showing he could run with lead Bull and League MVP 
Derrick Rose. 

While eight game — two in '11-12 and six in the Bulls' series — is a small sampling, the third-year pro 
is looking quite comfortable.  

In the Hawks wire-to-wire season-opening wins, Teague is averaging 12.0 points on 50 percent 
shooting, 57.1 percent from three, while dishing 4.0 assists with a 2:1 assists-to-turnover ratio (8-4).  

He's done it playing against quality competition in New Jersey's Deron Williams, a two-time All-Star, 
and Washington's John Wall, last season's runner-up for Rookie of the Year. 

The quality he's shown hardly comes as a surprise. 

"I always knew that I could play. It was just getting the opportunity to get on the floor," said Teague, 
who turned 23 in June and would be in his rookie NBA season had he not opted for early entry 
following his sophomore season at Wake Forest. "Now I have the opportunity. It's about me seizing the 
moment and going out there and playing. I'm all about winning. I could care less how we win. It could 
be ugly, We could be by 30. I just want to win." 

So far, the only ugliness has come from Teague's counterparts. Williams scored 10 points, shot 3-for-
11, had one assist against six turnovers and was minus-22 as his Nets lost by 36. Wall fared better, 
scoring 20 points with two assists, but he, too, had six turnovers. Wall's Wizards fell by 18. 

"It's tough to guard somebody who has the freedom like that," 
said Teague of Wall. "At any point in time he can just take off 
and do practically anything he wants on the floor. It's his team 
and everything runs through him. With guys like that, hopefully 
you can just contain him and make it tough for everybody else. 
You know they're going to get their shots and their opportunities 
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and they're going to get their points. But if we hold everybody 
else down we can get wins." 

Teague make things tough on everybody by turning up the heat and increasing the pace offensively. 
He's okay with turning a game into a track meet.  

So is Drew. 

“It's very important when you have a guy who has that type of speed, that type of quickness, that he 
can impact the game like nobody else on the floor,” Drew said. “When Jeff is playing at a high level it 
makes us a different team. We're getting easier shots, our pick-and-roll game becomes that much more 
effective, we get into the open-court game that if we can get a guy that can get from one end of the 
floor to the other as fast as anybody, what that does is that forces the defense to collapse and Jeff is a 
willing passer.” 

Keeping Teague's confidence high during the 2011-12 season is paramount for his teammates, the 
recipients of his passes. They are confident in him. 

"I feel like he feels much more confident as a player,” said forward Al Horford. “We're expecting Jeff to 
come out and lead us this year. Jeff already knows his system. I feel like he's going to come in here 
very confident and we have his back." 

"I see him picking up right where he left off," added guard Joe Johnson. "I told Jeff coming into this 
year, he has to be that leader on the court. Someone the guys can trust. I've seen the work he's put in 
over the summer, whether it's working on his jump shot, penetrating, making plays for guys. We're 
going to need him to do that. He's a great defender, a guy who loves to play the passing lane. He's 
going to be big. When he turns that corner the Atlanta Hawks are going to turn that corner as well." 

Teague has worked hard on improving his game and doing what he needs to do to help the Hawks 
navigate that turn. 

"Definitely my outside shooting. Being more confident," he said. "I always thought I could shoot the ball 
but sometimes I wouldn't pull the trigger because I wasn't confident. I think my confidence is a lot 
higher this year. 

"I know the system now," he added. "The offense was pretty difficult last year for all of us to understand 
but now that we've got the hang of it, you can see guys are making cuts better, they're scoring a lot 
easier." 

It's all coming easier to Teague, but he knows he still has plenty to prove. That proving starts as soon 
as Friday night when Williams and the Nets come to town. 

Teague knows he has only taken the first two steps in this 66-game sprint. 

Then, again, sprinting is when Teague is at his best.  

Page 2 of 2HAWKS: Welcome to the A-Teague-L by Jon Cooper

12/29/2011http://www.nba.com/hawks/feature/cooper_Teague_122911.html


