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Returning Hawks leading the way
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John Manasso is the author of "A Season of Loss, A Lifetime of Forgiveness: The Dan Snyder and Dany 
Heatley Story" and freelances for NHL.com. He also worked for the website of the Atlanta Falcons as the 
team's beat writer for the 2009 season.

ATLANTA – In some ways, the Atlanta Hawks are ahead of schedule. 

 

That’s a good thing, because, in this lockout-shortened season, the 66-game schedule is going to be a bear. 

 

As second-year coach Larry Drew prepares his charges for the Dec. 27 season opener, he has the luxury of knowing that he returns his starting five from the 44-38 

team that advanced to the second round of the playoffs. 

 

Time is precious. The Hawks have only 18 days to assemble a roster and prepare those players for camp. 

 

While some key roles – notably that of sixth man and back-up point guard – will go to some new faces; Joe Johnson, Al Horford, Josh Smith, Marvin Williams and Jeff 

Teague all will be back. 

 

Respectively, those players have been with the organization for 7, 5, 8, 7 and 3 seasons. The Hawks have advanced to the second round of the playoffs for three 

straight seasons. 

 

Maybe that’s why Horford laughed to himself on Tuesday as he referred to the Hawks as “a veteran team.” All of those players have been with Drew for his entire 

time in Atlanta, as he arrived for the 2004-05 season as an assistant to Mike Woodson. 

 

“Think about it – some people are going to be like, ‘oh, no’ – it’s my fifth year, Josh is in his eighth year and Joe and Jason (Colllins) and (newcomer Vladimir) 

Radmanovic is in his 11th year, so we’re all over the place,” Horford said. “We’ve been together, so I can say we’re a veteran team.” 

 

Drew said the advantage of having that core return is that with reduced camp and practice time, the coaching staff will have to spend less time on repetition, but it 

also will have to focus on the new players. 

 

With the departure of Jamal Crawford, who won the NBA’s 2009-10 Sixth Man award, via free agency, 14-year veteran Tracy McGrady likely will become the first 

player off the bench. On Tuesday, the Hawks signed seven-year veteran Jannero Pargo to help back up Teague until Kirk Hinrich (shoulder surgery) is able to return. 

 

Three young players also are vying for a spot to help out in that role: Brad Wanamaker, Donald Sloan and Pape Sy, the team’s second-round pick in 2010 who is the 

exception in having been with Hawks last season. Radmanovic, who has averaged 8.5 points per game in his career, also will have to catch up on the learning curve. 

 

“That helps a lot because you don’t have to spend as much time teaching,” Drew said of the core, which also includes big men Jason Collier and Zaza Pachulia. 

“Things that we will be putting in early, the core guys, they already know it and therefore we don’t have to spend as much time from a repetition standpoint…. 

 

“It’s just the other faces that you really have to focus on and concentrate on and get them acclimated to what you do as fast as you can.” 

 

Potential pitfalls: Drew said the biggest story around the league will be injuries, with so many games being played in so many days. The Hawks will need to steer 

clear of those while also spreading out minutes more evenly to give key players adequate rest. In that sense, McGrady, who has averaged only about eight points per 

game the last two seasons -- roughly half of what Crawford did as a Hawk -- will have to produce, as will whoever takes over the job as back-up point guard. 

 

What needs to go right: Teague said he has felt very confident in camp. He blossomed last season when former point guard Mike Bibby was traded to Washington 

for Hinrich, who plays more shooting guard. “This year, I’m still trying to prove myself and still trying to fight for the minutes, but I’m just at a comfortable state,” 

Teague said. “… Last year, I was unsure. I really didn’t know if I could play in the league, but now I’m just a lot more confident and I think the guys believe in me 

and I believe in myself.” If Teague has a break-out year, the Hawks will have a chance to finish in the top half of the Eastern Conference. Johnson, whose scoring 

averages have declined for four consecutive seasons, needs to get back to being a big-time scorer. 

 
Schedule breakdown: In the first 16 days of the season, the Hawks play 12 times. That includes two games each against Miami and Chicago, the Eastern 

Conference finalists last season, in a span of six days. They also have three vicious road trips: a five-gamer from Jan. 23 to Jan. 31; a five-gamer from Feb. 14 to 

Feb. 22 that includes games against the Lakers, Bulls and Knicks; and a six-gamer from March 6 to March 14 with games against Miami and the newly fortified 

Clippers. The Hawks will need to succeed early and come out without any major losing slides on those road trips to be a top team in the East. 
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