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So today I was telling Larry Drew it looks like the team’s decision on which of the young point guards to keep 

is an important one. Because that player is likely will actually have to take on a significant role on a team 

looking to the playoffs until Kirk Hinrich returns. 

I guess my usual reporter’s stoicism was betrayed by my skeptical expression.

“I’ve got my hands full,” Drew said. “Is that why you are giving me that look?”

Yeah, he got me. The candidates are a second-round pick who hardly played last season, a rookie free agent 

and a D-League star. It could be that one of them is a player but it’s not the best situation for a good team 

looking at a break-neck schedule to start the season.

But unless the Hawks eventually decide to add a veteran, this is where they stand. I can tell you Pape Sy, 

Brad Wanamaker and Donald Sloan all have looked strong at times during training camp, but what happens 

when the Hawks actually need them to help win real games?

We may soon find out. The Hawks get two exhibition games to evaluate them and then it’s time to start the 

season.

“Right now we are staring at one of these younger guys being the backup,” Drew said. “Yeah, you can swing 

Tracy [McGrady] to a little one and Joe [Johnson] can bring the ball up, too. That’s not something you are 

looking to do on a permanent basis, a 66-game schedule. We can’t ask that of Tracy or Joe. So we are really 

taking a look at the young guys: Sloan, Wanamaker and Pape.”

The good thing is all three players are aggressive going to the basket, though their styles differ. 

Sy seems most comfortable catching the ball on the swing and then going hard to the hole before the defense 

can rotate and react–remember how many times Drew pleaded with his regulars to do that instead of shooting 

Js last season?. Sloan is explosive off the dribble and would be the only Hawks player other than Jeff Teague 

you could say that about. Wanamaker uses his strength to get in the lane and pre-draft reports rated him as 

more of a passer than Sloan.

I’m not sure how to evaluate their defense given that there’s not much to go on. In Sy’s case, it’s those cameos 

from last season and for Sloan and Wanamaker it’s a few minutes during these intrasquad scrimmages.

The rookies are smart, too.

Sloan: “Coming in I tried to grasp it right away that, ‘I need to be giving this man the ball, I need to be giving 

this man the ball.’ That’s my job, and coming in with a lot of energy.”

Wanamaker: “In order to make the team I’ve got to show Coach I know where the players belong and where 

their comfort zone is.”
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Sloan tore up the D-League last season but he said it didn’t take him long to figure out this is different.

“It’s very physical, I will say that first and foremost,” he said. “The talent level is unbelievable, which I knew that 

coming in. You’ve got All-Stars like Al and Joe and even Josh [Smith] and guys like that. I am just taking it 

day by day and trying to learn something new each time I step between those guys, even Teague. It’s just a 

learning process.”

I liked Wanamaker at Pitt–I remember how he got in my Cards a couple times. His first step is ordinary but he 

looked good muscling by guys in college and is doing the same thing in camp. I’m curious to see how he does 

against bigger NBA guards–maybe we’ll see him vs. Gerald Henderson at some point on Monday.

“I have a nice body so I tend to use it a lot when I have an angle on the guy,” Wanamaker said. “Getting in the 

lane and making a play is my job, so that’s what I do.”

Both Sloan and Wanamker said they realize the Hawks are looking to keep a young guard. The Hawks have 

12 players under contract, with all but Magnum Rolle and Sy guaranteed. But they’ve already invested a 

significant sum of cash in Sy–remember, they paid about $125,000 to buy out his contract with the French club 

and he made $473,604 last season.

Wanamaker said “competing for a job makes it funner” while Sloan said the decision is out of his control.

“It’s a great opportunity for me and Wanamaker, guys like that,” Sloan said. “To come in and adapt to change 

fast and take in everything they’ve been given us and execute at the same time. I think we’ve done a pretty 

good job of doing that. The decision will be on them at the end.”

Camp report

The Hawks released Charles Garcia and Zach Graham. The roster is now down to 16 before the first 
exhibition game at Charlotte on Monday. 

•

The Hawks had a spirited scrimmage at the end of practice today, complete with trash talking and 
complaining to the refs. “It looked better than last night, that’s for doggone sure,” Drew said. “I didn’t 
sleep last night.” 

•

What didn’t Drew like? “The minute the lights went on we reverted back to old habits. As I told the guys 
this morning before we started, they put in 10 really good practices where they did things with a lot of 
energy and a lot of urgency. And we reverted back to some old habits last night. A lot of things we 
worked on defensively, things we talk about—not just defending and stopping plays but causing havoc 
defensively–we didn’t play that way last night in the scrimmage. The minute the lights went on we 
thought about putting on a show for the fans.” 

•

After appearing lethargic last night, T-Mac suddenly looked alive during the portion of scrimmage I got to 
watch. He was making shots, finding cutters with sharp passes and making quick moves to the basket. 
He bragged about it all, too. 

•

Josh looked strong in the post and protected the rim with vigor. He drew a charge from Jeff Teague on 
a fast break. He did some talking, too. 

•

Al Horford was better in the post than he was last night. He set up Zaza Pachulia with a couple 
shoulder bumps to the chest but instead of the spinning baseline J he went with a quick running hook 
that was effective. He got an and-1 out of it once. 

•

Zaza and Vladimir Radmanovic worked a couple nice pick-and-pops. They seem to mesh well 
together. Zaza said Vlad, who is Serbian, doesn’t speak Russian like himself. “Our common language is 
English,” he said. Ain’t that America? 

•

Teague had some shaky defensive sequences. Sy and Sloan had some blow-bys in which Teague just 
seemed to lose focus and Wanamaker just bulled his way past Teague into the lane. Teague’s shot 
hasn’t looked good yet. 

•

Joe Johnson picked up where he left off from last night. He looks ready. •
Sy seems to relish getting to the rim. His teammates seem to like that about him, too. I’m not sure if he’s 
not a better two but L.D. keeps saying he’s a one, so we’ll see. 

•

Rolle didn’t finish practice because of plantar fasciitis in his right foot. “I tried to play through it but then I 
just couldn’t do it,” he said. “it got to the point where I didn’t t want to make it worse.” He said he wasn’t 
able to get the proper treatment for the condition during the lockout but should be back on the court after 
a couple days of care. 

•
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Drew said he still hasn’t decided how he will divvy out the minutes for the game on Monday. “I do know 
everybody won’t play,” he said. So we might already be able to draw some conclusions by who plays 
how much. That makes sense since roster decisions have to be made quickly.

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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