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Atlanta Hawks: Kirk Hinrich to miss at least first month of season 
after shoulder surgery
11:09 pm December 1, 2011, by Michael Cunningham

Hawks general manager Rick Sund said guard Kirk Hinrich had surgery to to remove a cyst and repair the 

labrum in his left shoulder and is expected to miss at least the first month of the regular season. 

Hinrich experienced discomfort in his shoulder as a result of offseason workouts and had the procedure in 

early November.

“The injury typically requires three to four months of recovery,” Sund said

Based on that timeline, Hinrich could be out through the end of February. The 66-game NBA regular season 

schedule is to begin Dec. 25 if there are no snags in the ratification of the new collective bargaining 

agreement. 

Ken Berger of CBSSports.com first reported Hinrich’s surgery.

Hinrich was acquired in a Feb. 30 trade with Washington for rookie guard Jordan Crawford and a 2011 first-

round pick. Missing training camp would rob Hinrich of a chance to further develop chemistry with his 

teammates. 

Hinrich, 30, is one of three experienced Hawks guards under contract for this season along with Joe Johnson 

and Jeff Teague. With Hinrich out, Teague would enter camp on Dec. 9 as the only point guard on the roster 

and, barring a major addition, would start the two preseason games against Charlotte and the first two months 

of the regular season. 

Teague started seven of 70 games during the 2010-11 regular season before replacing the injured Hinrich for 

the East semis against Chicago. Hinrich suffered a hamstring injury near the end of Game 6 of Atlanta’s series 

against Orlando. 

Hinrich injured his right shoulder during training camp with the Wizards last year and missed games during the 

season with elbow and calf injuries. He’s averaged just over 73 games played per season for his career.
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