
Atlanta Hawks (http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks) 

Atlanta Hawks: Camp Report Day 12
6:58 pm December 20, 2011, by Michael Cunningham

Here’s what Larry Drew had to say today about Jannero Pargo, who was officially signed and immediately 

designated the backup to Jeff Teague:

“Very similar to Jeff, he’s a point guard who can score. But the experience itself is very valuable.”

In my assessment of Pargo last night, I didn’t note that he does have a pretty good scoring rate. In fact, his per

-36 minute scoring averages over the last five seasons are comparable to what Jamal Crawford provided last 

season.

And in the context of the Hawks, Pargo’s experience is valuable. It was not feasible to start the season with 

one of Pape Sy, Donald Sloan or Brad Wanamaker as the backup point guard, especially since the schedule 

is so demanding. So adding a veteran, even a marginal one, provides some stability for the Hawks.

But if the goal was to add some scoring punch to the bench on the cheap, the Hawks got a scorer who is less 

efficient than Jamal because he doesn’t shoot as well and doesn’t get to the line as often. As John Hollinger 

wrote in his assessment of Pargo (Insider): “He can be useful if a team is desperate enough for shot creating 

that it doesn’t really care so much about the accuracy of said shots.”

Pargo’s career turnover and assist rates are also lower than Jamal’s. Pargo does represent an upgrade 

defensively and is a better rebounder (even at his size) but that was going to happen with most replacements. I 

guess Pargo can help with Drew’s plan to be a more energetic defensive team but he’s too small to play the 

two on any kind of regular basis.

In any event, we’ll see what Pargo can do on this team. He sounded enthusiastic about getting his next chance 

with a good squad.

“Kirk [Hinrich] is out so you need somebody that can come in and spell Teague a few minutes here and there 

and help that second unit not drop off as much from the starters,” he said. “I think I’m a guy that can come in 

and provide energy, defensive effort and hopefully help win some games.”

Pargo said his experience should help him quickly learn Atlanta’s offensive and defensive systems. He got a 

crash course on the offense today and so far likes what he sees: “Great stuff. A lot of passing, moving, cutting, 

backdoor. I think it’s a great offense so hopefully I learn it pretty quickly and get acclimated here.”

Camp report

Drew’s assessment of last night’s game after breaking down the video: “I thought there were some 
pretty good things but I also thought we reverted back to some old habits. We have got to be a little 
more focused if we are trying to do some things different defensively. We have to understand exactly 
what we are trying to accomplish. As I told the team before the first practice, I don’t want to be a team 
that sits back and lets the other team do what they want to do. I want to create havoc. In order to do that 
you have to have everyone on the same page.” 

•

Charlotte got a lot of clean looks from the 3-point line last night, even when the Hawks had starters on 
the floor. “The concern was the effort to get the 3-point shooters,” Drew said. “As I told the guys, we 

•
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have to exert our energy from the start of the shot clock till the end. It’s going to take multiple efforts. 
There were possessions where that didn’t happen and as a result Charlotte got some open looks.” 
Drew said the Hawks have been better with closing out during drills: “I’ve seen guys come from one 
corner to the other corner. Last night, a guy at the elbow just watched the guy. It has to become habit-
forming. When playing against a team that is a 3-point shooting team, you have to be on your horse. 
You have to be committed to taking that extra step.” 

•

Hinrich participated in a 3-point shooting drill with Pargo and was making them at a high clip. He said he 
still lacks strength and full range of motion in the shoulder. 

•

My fantasy basketball team name: Pick-and-Pape Sy.•
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