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The Hawks ranked 16th among NBA teams in defensive efficiency last season. 

Some of their defensive category ranks, according to Hoopdata: 12th in opposing true-shooting percentage 

(53.7); fourth in opposing 3-point percentage (33.8); 22nd in opposing assist rate (20.98); 29th in opposing 

turnover rate (12.29), 11th in defensive rebounding rate (74.57); 24th in block rate (12.3); third in opposing free

-throw rate (27.4), meaning they sent opponents to the line at the third-lowest rate in the league; and 29th in 

defensive plays rate (blocks, steals and charges).

More than a few of those numbers could be interpreted as a lack of aggressive defense by the Hawks. I’m 

looking at the opposing turnover rate, the block rate (and, by extension, the defensive plays rate) and the 

opposing assist rate.

Larry Drew said he’s changing the defensive approach.

“We are doing some things differently this year,” Drew said. “One, you have to be in shape. Two, you have to 

play with energy. We are doing some things where we are flying around a little bit more and guys are picking it 

up fast, which is important because to play defense you have to all be on a string.”

How would he describe the new strategy?

“Being a little more of the aggressor,” he said. “Go out and dictate, be the initiator. It’s like boxing. We don’t 

want to be a counter-puncher. Dictate the pace, dictate the rhythm.”

Does that mean more ball pressure, more stalking the passing lanes?

“That’s all part of it, too,” he said. “But we are doing some things defensively to energize us more. Not just 

sticking with your basic principles on defense. We are trying to do some things that will energize us.”

Does he hope the Hawks collect more steals, force a faster pace?

“It’s kind of a combination,” Drew said. “It’s certainly to change the pace and the rhythm of the game. Steals? 

Yeah, some, but I would rather be a defensive team that can disrupt and then we come up with the rebound. 

Steals, kind of the tendency is more to gamble. Defensively, I want to be solid and allow our team to dictate the 

rhythm and the pace of the game.”

It sounds to me like Drew essentially wants the Hawks to compete harder on D. That’s more of a philosophy or 

style than a strategy, but I’m curious to see how it looks.

This is how Jeff Teague described the new approach:

“I think we are trying to speed people up. We are rushing people off the 3-point line. We are trying to make a 

lot of effort. Last year somebody got an open three, we just let them have the open three. This year we are 

closing out and trying to make everybody drive to the basket.”
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Does it mean he will pressure the ball more?

“Yeah, more picking up full court,” he said. “It’s going to be tiring. That’s what you play for. You’ve got to be in 

shape.”

Al Horford described the new defensive approach like this:

“[Drew] just wants to be more aggressive defensively. I think in the past we’ve been passive and just let the 

offense come to us instead of forcing the tempo. It’s going to be a challenge with the shortened season but I 

think we can do it. It’s about bringing the right energy.”

Drew said his players have embraced the changes.

“They are very, very receptive,” he said. “I understand that in being that kind of defensive team, you have got 

to have the right personnel to do it. You have got to have guys that are energy guys. But again you’ve got to 

pick and choose times and spots. That will be something we try to really harp on with these guys when we do 

change defensive strategy.”

Camp report

Drew said he’s likely to open vs. Charlotte with Teague, Horford, Joe Johnson, Marvin Williams and 
Josh Smith. Before the team left for Charlotte today, Drew wasn’t sure which combinations he would 
use but said not everyone will play. A big focus will be evaluating Pape Sy, Brad Wanamaker and 
Donald Sloan. 

•

Horford said Jason Collins “is in the best shape in three years.” Does he think that means the Hawks 
could expand the use of the “big” lineup? “I think so,” Horford said. “And I think Zaza [Pachulia] is 
someone who has kind of slipped through the cracks. He’s been active, playing in Turkey. I think he’s 
going to help is with that big lineup.” 

•

Collins (knee) and Magnum Rolle (foot) returned to practice Sunday. Drew wasn’t sure if he would hold 
them out. 

•

Horford on the value of playing a game: “I think the jelling, it’s been happening a little bit. But I think with 
the veterans we have, when the games start we will be able to do more of that. I think we will be fine.” 

•

Teague also said he’s ready to “see how we look” and noted that he’s always gone all out for exhibition 
games:” “I always had to show people and come off the bench and impress them in the preseason. So 
it’s the same for me.” 

•

With just two exhibition games to get ready, maybe his veteran teammates will follow his lead. “We have 
less time to prepare so we have to go out and treat it like a regular game,” Horford said. I’m skeptical 
because of my memories of the Hawks tanking once they clinched their seed late last season. Then 
again, they did “flip the switch” in the playoffs so maybe we’ll see the real thing tomorrow. 

•

Teague on running the team: “For me, it’s always going to be about getting my scorers off early. If I get 
them off early and get them rolling, they want to play defense. That makes my job a lot easier.” 

•

Horford said any Hawks who had to work into shape are there now: “LD took care of that.” •
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